la SALMANTINA
FASHION SPREAD

with raquel de pazos castro

get the look
TWO outfits
ONE leather jacket

ana santos
styles combat boots for
three separate occasions

dos &
Don'ts
of spanish fashion
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People had always told me that studying abroad would
be a life changing experience. I guess I am one of those
people now, because it is very true. However, not for
the reasons I thought. I had assumed that I would
be stepping off of the plane in Spain and welcoming
a glamorous lifestyle for the next three and a half
months; however, I was wearing a pair of rose colored
glasses. I was excited to immerse
myself into Spanish lifestyle
and experience the European
fashion world. But living in a
foreign country comes with
difficulties that I did not truly take
into account until I experienced
them for myself. However, it is
specifically those difficulties
that made my experience so
memorable. I faced the difficulty
of living with a host mother who
did not speak a lick of English.
And I mean that seriously. I never
heard her say a word in English,
not even “hello.” And when I asked
if she knew how to say anything
in English, she responded with
“no.” That was the closest I got to
hearing her speak English. This aspect was probably
the most difficult part of living in Salamanca, Spain.
Every little thing instantly became a hurdle because
communication was hindered. I could not simply go
to the store and make a purchase without knowing
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either how to say the words in Spanish or explain
them, both of which are difficult. Classes were also
even more difficult than the classes that I took at
Lawrence University, which is saying a lot because
courses at my university do not come with ease.
Not to mention all of my classes were taught in
Spanish, two of which were taken at the University
of Salamanca with all Spanish
students. Talk about intimidating.
Even
though
hardships
presented themselves, I met
some amazing individuals in my
study abroad program as well as
local Salmantinos. The friends
that I made while living in Spain
will be friends for life. The fact
that the other students in my
program were going through
the same difficulties as me
brought us together. We were all
experiencing the same reality
of being away from home and
not knowing a single soul in a
country where they don’t speak
our language and a trip home is
a nine hour flight away. With all of
that said, this magazine gives you a peek not only
into the fashion environment that I witnessed but
also the real world that I lived day-to-day. You will
meet the women that I spent many days with and get
to know the reality that I lived in for too short a time.
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Coral Diez Corbajo
Ana Santos
Two of my good friends who modeled for me, helped me find additional girls for
my photoshoots, and were always reliable resources when I needed guidance

esther ruru
Sara Santos
Raquel de Pazos Castro
Three of my beautiful models who answered every question I had about fashion
in Spain

Emma Andelson
A friend I met in my program who was always willing to lend me her camera for
the photoshoots

Although this magazine is a visual representation of Spanish fashion, it also serves as a tangible
memory of the three and a half months I spent living in Spain during the fall of 2014. I met wonderful
people and made friends that I will have for the rest of my life.

