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Gaming Club hosts annual Women and Identities in Gaming Symposium
David Baldwin
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Inclusiveness was the main
focus of the Women and Identities
in Gaming Symposium (WIGS)
hosted by Gaming Club on Sunday.
The event consisted of a keynote
presentation and a panel of students to discuss diversity issues in
the gaming industry. Sophomore
Isaiah Bourland led the festivities.
The keynote presentation was
delivered in the form of a short
video by independent game developer Brenda Romero who couldn’t
be present at the event due to
logistical issues. The video discussed Romero’s experience as a
game designer/developer and the
current state of the industry as it
pertains to a dynamic between the
industry’s “insiders”—those who
work for major video game development studios such as Nintendo
or Electronic Arts, and the “outsiders”—those who work as independent developers or for smaller firms. The presentation also
touched on issues of what defines
a game.
Romero opened her presentation with the story of feeling like
an outsider during the PlayStation
4 launch event in 2013. She then
went on to show examples of the
kinds of problematic humor and
hypocrisy she wanted to call the
game industry out for. Romero
pointed to the use of phrases like
“What has he even done lately?” in
reference to other developers as
symbolic of the ways in which individuals can be made to feel irrelevant in the game industry. She then
pointed out a few people who died,
in many cases decades ago, and a
couple who are living, who have
made undeniable contributions
to science and art. “Michelangelo
died in 1564 and Picasso died in

The student panel of Gaming Club members: sophomore Jack McGee, junior Daphne Thomas and senior Alec Dumas discussed inclusiveness in gaming.
Photo by David Baldwin.

1973, Orson Welles died in 1985,
Georgia O’Keefe died in 1986, Gary
Gygax died in 2008 and I think we
all agree that they mattered and
that they mattered in a big way,”
she said, emphasizing that none of
these individuals have made recent
contributions, but that they are still
considered important.
Romero then discussed the
meaning of what defines a game
and how those definitions impact
the developers who make them.
She specifically talked about board
games and a series she recently
did to make games that provide
commentary on societal issues.
One such game, called Black Box,
was rejected by game development competitions because it was

not what the judges considered
to be a game. Some even called it
more art than game, which Romero
acknowledged as being a compliment.
The presentation also focused
on the experience of other game
developers, both those inside the
largest publishers in the industry
and those who work independent
of that framework. What Romero
found by talking to these individuals was that the outsiders wanted
in and the insiders wanted out.
This could be the result of a variety
of reasons, but those emphasized
in the presentation were that independent developers wanted access
to the resources, prestige, job security and feeling of belonging that

was thought to come with working
for a large publisher, while those
on the inside wanted the freedom
to create what they choose and to
work on innovative projects.
Romero’s discussion of the
video game industry closed with
an uplifting message to those in
the gaming community who may
feel like outsiders at that very
moment. She pointed out that
many times people who are pushing the boundaries of what games
can do are made to feel this way,
but they frequently are the individuals who end up changing the
way we think about games and
gaming. She emphasized that
those individuals should keep trying and not give up. This senti-

The missing instruments were
not noticed until the morning of
April 27 when students began to
arrive to practice. The Dean of the
Conservatory of Music Brian Pertl
first heard about the occurrence
on his way to a student recital and
then kept hearing from more students as the morning progressed.
Campus Safety was already
involved at this point, but once
more students came forward—
around 11 a.m.— the police became
involved. Once the investigation
became connected with the police
department, pawn shops would be
flagged when the serial numbers
of the stolen instruments lined up
with instruments that were trying
to be sold. Each student who was
missing an instrument filled out a
police report.
According to Dean Pertl, seven
instruments were stolen: a trombone, an electric bass, a French
horn, a trumpet, a euphonium, a
tenor saxophone and a Wagner

tuba. In addition to the instruments, one student’s laptop was
also taken.
Due to the uniqueness of
each of these instruments—especially the Wagner tuba, which is
considered an uncommon hybrid
between a trombone and a French
horn—it is believed that those who
stole the instruments were not
very experienced. Because many
of these instruments were custommade or very unique, they will not
be as difficult to track down on
websites like Craigslist and eBay.
Of the seven instruments, two
of them were owned by Lawrence
University. The tenor saxophone
and Wagner tuba were property of
Lawrence, but the rest were owned
by students. Because of the size
and quantity of instruments taken,
it becomes questionable how many
people were involved.
Footage from security cameras has already been pulled, but
with minimal results. As of May

6, the next step was to look at the
security camera footage from the
vending space in the common area
of the Conservatory.
Since 2008, when Dean
Pertl joined Lawrence University,
there have been three thefts in
the Conservatory, each time occurring in the common area by the
couches. The last incident occurred
approximately six years ago and
involved a stolen cello and a tuba.
In both prior cases, each instrument was returned to the owner
eventually.
Many of the students with
missing instruments are currently
borrowing from friends or from
Lawrence. As a result of the theft,
most students appear to be using
and locking their instrument storage lockers where this was not the
custom in the past.
As Dean Pertl acknowledged,
Lawrence has a culture where it
is okay to leave your stuff out.
This “beautiful thing,” according to

ment was echoed by Reference and
Learning Technologies Librarian
and Assistant Professor and the
faculty advisor to the Gaming Club
Angela Vanden Elzen. “We should
be able to hold onto that love of
making games,” Vanden Elzen said
during the discussion of Romero’s
presentation.
Following the keynote presentation, a panel of students discussed how to define a game as
well as the implications of that definition on inclusivity in the gaming
community. The panel was selected
from members of the Gaming Club
and included senior Alec Dumas,
junior Daphne Thomas and sophomore Jack McGee. The discussion
was moderated by Bourland and
started off with the question of
why games are difficult to define. “I
think games are so hard to define
because, like a lot of things, they
are partially defined by the most
popularized traits that they might
have and that is most often formed
from the opinions of the dominant
group,” said Thomas. The panel
also pointed to the importance of
characters in games being identifiable to players, but that games can
serve the function of promoting
empathy across different identities. “Identity is not this sort of
mirror that the game is giving you
and you can say, ‘That’s not me I
don’t really like that. I’m not gonna
play it anymore.’ It’s actually a way
for you to see another image and
say, ‘How can I make this more like
myself? How can I identify with
this?’ and the lack of diversity in
games hinders that process.”
However, the panel also cautioned that diversity in characters,
when done poorly, can actually do
more harm than good. “In games
like [Grand Theft Auto 3], a person
of color, living in poverty. It is really

See page 5

Instrument thefts lead to increased Conservatory security measures

Molly Ruffing
Staff Writer

_____________________________________
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In response to the theft
of several instruments from the
conservatory, additional security measures are being taken.
Approximately eight high-resolution security cameras will be added
around the Conservatory—many
of those in the common space near
the couches. When the conservatory closes at night, all entrances
will be locked now, requiring an ID
or key to enter.
The theft that caused this
increase in security occurred on
April 26, supposedly between the
hours of 11:30 p.m. and 1 a.m.
the next morning. On that Friday
night, the Major Work Performance
“Bernstein and the Brits” occurred,
which featured both the orchestra
as well as the choirs. Due to this
performance, the conservatory was
much emptier than normal.
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Dean Pertl, about being able to
trust your peers does leave the
Lawrence community vulnerable
to situations like this theft. None
of the instruments that were stolen were locked away during that
night.
Besides the monetary value of
the instruments, some sentimental
value is also in play when considering the loss of an instrument. Dean
Pertl explained an instrument as
“part of who you are,” since many
of these students have been playing on these instruments for years.
With the news of this theft
being posted across social media,
many alumni, local music stores
and local band directors have
become involved in the search.
Having many eyes open on websites like Craigslist and eBay
increases the likelihood of finding
the stolen instruments.
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LUCC-Y News

The LUCC Cabinet is happy to reveal our friendly faces to everyone so you can match our names
to a face (or back)!

Photo Feature:
Faculty Recital

On Wednesday, May 1, Assistant Professor of Music John
Holiday performed in the
Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
Photos by Sarah Navy.

From left to right: Kye F. Harris (Public Relations Secretary), Galini Poimenidou (General Secretary),
Maria Poimenidou (President), Nathan Williams (Parliamentarian), Ghania Imran (Vice President),
Karl Painter (Treasurer), Hung Nguyen (Finance Secretary), Meralis Alverez (Special Project Coordinator) - not pictured.
LUCC is happy to present to you our Class Representatives of the Week. Each week we will be selecting two class representatives, each being from the Steering and Finance Committee. We hope
this allows for you all to grow familiar with all those involved in LUCC over time.

Class Representatives of the Week
Steering
Meet Jessica Toncler: Freshman Class Representative
“The past three terms I have seen first hand the impact LUCC has
on all of campus. The administration places a tremendous amount
of trust in this governing body composed solely of students. I am
proud to represent both the College and the Conservatory in LUCC
and I look forward to continuing to be a voice for my peers and to
keep changing campus for the better!”

A conversation with a
former Chi Alpha member
McKinley Breen
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Finance
Meet Binita Rajbhandari: Senior Class Representative
“I love being a part of LUCC because I get to have a voice on
campus. I get to work with so many wonderful people from diverse
backgrounds. I get to see different perspective and learn about new
things each meeting.”

•
•
•

ADVERTISE
EXPOSURE

•
•

Additionally, LUCC is happy to announce:
There is now a finalized list of re-recognized organizations. Be sure to check out the email Maria
sent out for more details on that list.
Applications to be a Class Representative are out! They will be due Wednesday, May 15, and elections will be held on Friday, May 17. Applications can be found in the email Maria sent out as well
as on the fourth floor of the Warch Campus Center near the Campus Life Office!
The Gender Inclusive Facilities Task Force Resolution has been passed as part of LUCC Legislation to support non-binary and LGBTQ+ students on campus. Please refer to Maria’s email for
the document of the resolution and flyers.
Group Housing Selection has been worked on this past week.
General Council will now be streamed on Facebook Live at 4:30 p.m. every Wednesday from the
Pusey Room in Warch for the remainder of the term—be sure to tune in to stay updated with
what’s going on in LUCC.

Make your
message
stand out
and be
heard.

To advertise in
The
Lawrentian,
contact
lawrentian@
lawrence.edu.

Chi Alpha is a national
Christian organization whose goal
is to help students connect with
like-minded believers and increase
their faith. In addition, it promotes
a small family among students and
the group leaders. This sounds
like a good thing, and certainly not
one that should be shunned solely on religious values. Lawrence
University also held a chapter of
Chi Alpha for a while before deeper
problems began to arise and supporting them came into question.
A former member of the Lawrence
Chi Alpha chapter, who whishes to
remain anonymous, agreed to sit
down with The Lawrentian and talk
about their experience with the
organization.
According to them, at first
Chi Alpha seemed like a very good
organization, helping create a
small family and support system.
The interviewee had the impression that the organization works
to grow and expand the spiritual
outlook of members. Furthermore,
“they emphasized that anyone
could join. A gay atheist joined
just because they appreciated the
close-knit nature of it, even if they
didn’t believe in it.” The leadership really helped them through
problems personal, spiritual and
professional. They had both group
meetings where anyone could join
and one-on-one discussions with
the leader to work through personal problems.
However, problems began,
and the reason this student
stopped going was because “in
some individual meetings [they]
encountered some pretty problematic beliefs that did not align with
[their] own, and those of the community.” In particular, these were
the fact that “[Chi Alpha] did not
believe in homosexuality or other

LGBTQ+ people. And the message
they gave was to still love them,
but that there is inherently some
problem with them.” In particular,
being transgender was likened to
some kind of disorder or mental
illness, which is not something
that the Lawrence community as
a whole agrees with, nor could in
any way condone. According to the
Chi Alpha website, the organization
considers members of the LGBTQ+
community as leading a “sexually
immoral lifestyle,” and encourages
its members not to associate with
LGBTQ+ people.
For better or for worse, this
was not something that was at
the forefront of the meetings, but
rather brought up only in offhand
comments about homosexuality
and “tasteless jokes about identification by one of the leaders.” This
prompted our source to have a discussion in the one-on-one meeting
in order to determine what exactly the leader thought about this
topic. Our source opened up to the
leader about having friends and
partners that use they/them pronouns. The leader’s reaction was
“not malicious, more misguided,”
according to the source. He would
bring up examples of people that at
one point fit those descriptions but
have since turned back. The case
the leader brought up was a leader
of the national Chi Alpha that was
transgender but transitioned back.
The national leader then created a
DVD series about “how to not be
trans.’’
This all paints a dark picture
of Chi Alpha, especially because
they continue to hold meetings on
Lawrence’s campus, which is home
to many LGBTQ+ students. But the
difficult part is that while the organization holds harmful beliefs, it
does good for its members. Our
source concluded by saying, “I
think that the positive aspects of
the organization necessitate some
further discussion.”
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“Advice”
By Tia Colbert

Horoscopes

The Signs as 2019 Met Gala looks that did
not follow the theme

Much Love, Little Lady
By Celeste Reyes

By Simone Levy
Aries (Mar. 21 – Apr. 19) - Kendall Jenner and her monochromatic Hunger
Games garbage dress.
Taurus (Apr. 20 - May 20) - Kris Jenner, I am literally at a loss for words.
Gemini (May 21 – Jun. 20) - Gisele Bündchen in a rose gold sheath of ugly.
Cancer (Jun. 21 – Jul. 22) - Jennifer Lopez dripping in fake diamonds but not
camp!
Leo (Jul. 23 – Aug. 22) - Liza Koshy looking like the Titanic.
Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sep. 22) - Miley Cyrus, who had so much potential considering
some of her past looks (ahem 2015 VMA’s).
Libra (Sep. 23 - Oct. 22) - Every straight man in a black suit. Wasn’t expecting to
see so many stage hands/security guards on the pink carpet.
Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) - Karlie Kloss and her Twix bar ensemble.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) - Benedict Cumbersome looking like an antebellum lawyer.
Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) - Lena Dunham I hate you.
Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) - Gwyneth Paltrow in a pastel muumuu nightie here
to babysit your kids!
Pisces (Feb. 19 – Mar. 20) - Hailey Bieber wishes she was Gillian Anderson à la
2001 Vanity Fair Oscar Party.

Lore-ence

New student jobs

Vegetable Day
By Allie

You don’t have to be a genius
to know that attending Lawrence
University is incredibly expensive,
landing a large number of students
into excessive debt. Genius status
also isn’t required to figure out that
getting a job is one way to slightly
alleviate the crushing weight of
student debt. Lawrence higher-ups
are aware of this and are therefore looking to support students
by providing more options for student jobs. They are also waiving
all restrictions on the number of
hours students can work any given
week.
Earlier this week, a multitude of new Lawrence University
jobs were posted to Handshake.
Students can now apply for jobs
such as “scapegoat for missteps
made by higher-up faculty” and
“slightly downstate geologist.”
While most of these jobs are compensated with minimum wage, the
recent waiver of hour restrictions
means that students can work
as often as they need to support
themselves during their time at
Lawrence.
Bill Emplojer, who was recently hired by the new Office of Careers
and Endless Hope, is solely respon-

By Claire Zimmerman

sible for these new life-enhancing
changes. Emplojer said, “We want
to prepare our students for the real
world. A liberal arts education is
invaluable to understanding harsh
realities. That’s why we want to
work our students to the bone.
That’s capitalism, baby!” Most students believe that whatever work
they do after Lawrence will be
easier than the student employment they endured during their
time here. In that way, this new
program is implementing a work
ethic that will last a lifetime and
benefit students more than ever.
The Office of Careers and
Endless Hope reports that 99%
of Lawrence students have found
their place after graduation,
whether that be graduate school,
an internship or a job. What this
statistic doesn’t tell you is that
82% of those graduating students
are still working for Lawrence
University in their coal mine downstate. “Slightly downstate geologist” is one of the most popular
jobs for students and alumni. The
coal is locally sourced and therefore claimed to be sustainable.
Emplojer, who has a degree in environmental science said, “We’re not

buying into big energy companies.
We’re doing this all on our own
terms.”
Emplojer (’56) went to
Lawrence when working on minimum wage was enough to get by
and pay tuition. While some believe
that this new system will instill
good work ethic, many others have
voiced dissatisfaction with the
expectations of the system. Some
have criticized his methods and
lack of understanding of student
lives. One student, who wished to
remain anonymous, said, “That guy
is an utter buffoon.”
Many students have discovered that they can get off-campus employment for slightly more
money. Some have also reported
feeling lucky to attend a school
where financial aid is fairly generous. For those dissatisfied with
the new system, there are other
options aside from on-campus
employment, and students hope
to demonstrate their dissatisfaction with the new system by taking their work ethic elsewhere.
Perhaps Emplojer will notice and
make some changes.
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Soccer starts their spring season
lost two seniors from last year’s
team, so the heart of last year’s
team remains intact. Seniors Chole
Gierymski and Claire Vinopal each
played in 17 games last year, so
they do leave some big shoes to fill.
However, the team is ready. “We’ve
had seven girls commit for our
incoming class,” said sophomore
Brynn Schroeder, “so we’re looking
to have around 20 girls on the team
next season. It will be the largest
roster the team has had in the last
four years.”
While their spring season is
really just starting, the team has
been hard at work throughout
the winter and the beginning of

Spring Term. “Our off-season has
been great,” said Schroeder. “We’ve
been lifting at 6 a.m. three times
a week and playing twice a week.
Coach [Sagar] has really pushed
us to want to get better and to
hold ourselves and one another
accountable.”
The team hopes to use this
spring season to get better as a
team. It is a time for them to work
on things without the added physical and mental pressure of games
every couple of days. Additionally,
an air of excitement has returned
to the team, and they are itching
to get started. “The team is really
excited going into this year’s pre-

season,” explained Schroeder. “Our
schedule for next season is different than past years and we should
be able to see a lot of success.
Spring season will be a great way
to jump start our summer program
so that we come in ready to play
next fall. We’ll be doing a lot of
conditioning, and we’ll be finishing
with a friendly game against the
men’s team.”
Junior Barbara Espinosa
echoed this sentiment, saying, “We
are so happy to start our spring
season! We have worked really
hard during off-season, and we are
so excited to see how it pays off.
We have had great attendance at

lifting and have made great progress. Additionally, our coach, Joe
Sagar, has done a wonderful job
recruiting. We expect a big class of
first-years. Things are looking good
for next fall, and we can’t wait to
get started!”
There are big things coming
for the women’s soccer program, so
keep an eye out when they return
to campus for Fall Term. Right now,
it may just be conditioning and
practice, but they hope all of the
work they have been putting in will
translate into newfound success
for the program. With a deep roster
and a new schedule, anything is
possible for this team.

This past weekend on May 4,
the Viking’s track and field team
hosted their only home invitational of the season, and they came to
compete and get better in preparation for conference. Because this is
the only home meet of the season,
it also served as the team’s senior
day. The team honored six seniors
at noon on Saturday between
events. Each senior has brought
pride to the Lawrence track and
field team over their careers, and
each individual has shown skill in
their given events and earned their
team points.
Senior Brielle Petit had a
major personal record in the hammer throw this last weekend.
She said, “This week I definitely
improved in the hammer throw.

I’ve been doing shot put and discus since high school, so I’ve definitely had less time to learn hammer compared to the other two. I
think while here at Lawrence, I’ve
preferred doing hammer, as it’s not
offered at the high school level
and it’s so different from the other
outdoor throwing events. However,
being able to do all the events is
very fun and something I really
like to do.”
Much like the other spring
sports, the track and field team
always has to battle the weather. “I think some of the most difficult things about outdoor track
meets specifically are timing of
events and the weather,” said Petit.
“Being in Wisconsin and honestly,
the Midwest in general, the spring
weather is always changing. Before
this home meet, the entire team
was really performing in either

that makes it hard for people to
come watch and cheer on our team.
Having the support from people on
campus, alumni and people from
the community creates a more
exciting atmosphere to compete
in.”
As Petit is a senior, there is
a lot to reflect on when thinking about her career. Regarding
that, Petit said, “I participated in
track and field all throughout high
school and here at Lawrence starting my sophomore year. Entering
Lawrence, I missed that team
aspect, so I joined [track and field]
my sophomore year. Through the
team, I have met so many wonderful people not only on the team
but at other schools as well. While
track can seem very individualized,
all of us on the team really have
similar goals, and it’s great to see
everyone practice, grow and then

ule. I have learned how to pick and
choose what I’m doing with my
time; as we all know, Lawrence
can get pretty busy. Through being
part of the team, I’ve learned not
to take myself too seriously and to
not place myself under more pressure than I can handle. I’ve become
more aware of my boundaries and

ing hard and are very coachable.
They all have a great dedication to
their craft. Senior Josh Janusiak has
had a pretty great career too. He’s
always giving it his all in everything
he does, and it’s the secret to his
consistency and greatness. He will
forever be known as one of the alltime greatest student-athletes ever

I PR’d by 1.71m (a little over 5ft)
which is a good distance longer to
get second place at the meet.” Many
people don’t fully comprehend this
accomplishment. 1.71 meters PR
is a giant jump in performance,
and it sets Petit up well for a great
conference performance this coming weekend. “The meet went
well,” said Head Coach Jason Fast.
“The weather was great and we
had a number of great performances. Our throwers Brielle, Tobin
[Carlson]and Sara [Klemme] had
amazing performances across all
events they participated in. [I’m] so
proud of that group!” Commenting
further on the weekend, Petit said,
“At the home meet this past weekend, I was in three events: hammer throw, discus and shot put.

cold weather or rain. It can get
draining sometimes, but I think we
as a team have really made it our
goal to come together and push
past that barrier.” Fortunately for
Lawrence, their home meet lined
up well with some good weather.
“I definitely think that the home
meet was a great meet to have
right before coming into conference, as the nice weather helped
many people get PR’s,” Petit commented. The good weather brought
more than just better performing
conditions, it also allowed people
from Lawrence to attend and support their fellow Vikings. “I have
loved our home meets in the past
and this year,” Petit said. “It’s exciting because normally we travel a
good distance from campus, and

reach those goals. I think that’s
one of the best parts of being on
the team. Even if you don’t understand someone’s event, you can
still see the progress and growth
that everyone has gone through.”
As seasons wrap up and those
closing out their college careers
start to really look at their next
steps, many like to thank athletics for helping make them who
they are. Petit commented, “I think
things like time management come
into play, not only with getting
class work done, but also managing getting around a track meet,
when to warm up and things like
that. These skills have transferred
into making sure homework is getting done, studying with the team
and managing a pretty busy sched-

Staff Writer

______________________________________

The Lawrence University
women’s soccer team is wasting no
time getting ready for their 2019
fall season. The team has started
their spring season full of lifting,
practices and will eventually play
a friendly game at the end of the
term.
As Coach Joe Sagar was hired
in April of 2018, the team had little
time to prepare and transition to
the new coach before last fall. Now,
they have had an entire winter to
get to work and for Coach Sagar
to recruit. The Lady Vikes only

Viking invitational resulted in multiple successes

Kelli Quick
Staff Writer

______________________________________

“Can I get a Yee Haw?” – Throwing team

“Anything is possible, and

anyone is beatable if you are
willing to work for it.”
- Coach Fast
knowing when I am getting in my
own head, especially at meets. As
I’m graduating soon, I’m going to
miss being able to see my team
almost every day, especially the
jokes that the throwing team has,
but I know they’re going to continue to do great things!”
The success of this team is
present throughout the program.
Coach Fast said, “All of our freshmen
have made tremendous growth
both as individuals and athletes
this year. I’m so proud of our rookies for really buying into what we
are doing and following through.
Our seniors, Molly [Doruska],
Brielle and Tobin [Carlson], on the
women’s team are great examples
of what we do as a program. All
of those three were bottom of the
conference in their first year and
now they are all in contention to
be top eight in their respective
events. They never stopped work-

to call themselves a Viking.”
While certain individuals tend
to stand out with their placement
in their events, track and field is
definitely a team sport. Everyone
is individually excited about being
a part of this team sport and being
able to be successful for the sake of
their team’s overall performance.
It is fun to compete, and it’s fun
to coach. “I coach because I love
the sport and I want to provide
our student-athletes with a great
experience similar to my own,” said
Coach Fast.
The Vikings gear up for
their conference meet this weekend, May 10 and 11. The home
meet, with beautiful weather and
strong support from their peers,
has boosted the team’s energy and
helped refuel them as they head off
to compete. Good luck track and
field Vikings!

L E T ’ S G O , L AW R E N C E !

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT. RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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Baseball finished season with a split against Ripon

Tina Schrage
Staff Writer

______________________________________

This past weekend, Lawrence
University’s baseball team competed in some grueling games against
Beloit College and Ripon College
as they wrapped up their season.
The team spent both Friday, May
3, and Saturday, May 4, traveling.
On Friday, they lost their doubleheader conference match at Beloit,
while on Saturday they split the
doubleheader at Ripon, winning
the nightcap 5-4. On Sunday, the
Vikings played at home against
Ripon again and unfortunately lost
both games in the doubleheader.
This season has not been kind to
the Vikings, but they attempted to
make the best of what they could.
“The games this past weekend wrapped up a season that did
not go the way we wanted it to
at all,” stated junior captain Ethan
Jones. The Vikings lost the opening
game 7-2. The Vikings scored early
on in the game, having their only
two runs come in the first inning
from junior Patrick McDonnell and
sophomore Nick Pastrone. The
Vikings only had two hits, while
Beloit managed to have six hits
and seven runs, all coming from
the fourth inning. In the nightcap, Beloit came out on top 5-1.
Freshman Spenser Ross gave the

Vikings a run in the ninth inning.
Beloit finished the nightcap with
eight hits and this time around,
the Vikings finished with seven
hits. Although the Vikings did not
have much luck against Beloit, the
games against Ripon proved to be
in better atmosphere and better
standing.
“Among the teams in our conference, I think the character of the
players on Ripon definitely exceeds
that of the other teams,” Jones stated when talking about the games
and the atmosphere against Ripon.
“It was a pleasure to share the
field with those guys. These games
definitely had the best atmosphere,
both home and away, of any other
series this year in my opinion. The
turnout at both venues was amazing, it always makes playing a little
more fun when there are a couple
hundred people there.” At Ripon,
the team managed to split a double
header, losing the opening game
5-3 and winning the nightcap 5-4.
Going into the eighth inning of
the first game, the Vikings were
down by one. Thanks to the work
of Jones, Ross and senior Nolan
Spencer, the Vikings had a successful inning and took the lead
3-1. However, Ripon scored four
runs in the bottom of the eighth on
seven hits to come out ahead of the
Vikings.
In the nightcap, the Vikings

were once again trailing behind
Ripon going into the sixth inning. In
the top of the sixth, Spencer, Jones,
freshman Jacob Rosenberg and
Ross together scored four runs to
take the lead. This big inning, with
the help of junior Rudy MuellerSchrader, who scored the winning
run for the Vikings, carried them
to their win of 5-4. The Vikings had
only five hits again, while Ripon
managed to get 13 hits throughout
the second game.
On Sunday, the Vikings were
not as fortunate on their home
turf as they were while away and
lost both games in their last home
doubleheader of the season. The
Vikings lost the opening game 16-3,
with runs from Ross, Jones and
junior Reno Zemrak. The Vikings
lost the nightcap 11-1 with a sole
run from junior Mike Brady. In the
opening, the Vikings managed four
hits, while in the nightcap, they had
five. With this being the end of the
season and no post season to look
forward to, the Vikings are now
focusing on next season. After having a rough season this year that
caused some issues amongst the
members, they are ready to start
moving forward.
“There were some major
adjustments for the program going
into this season,” commented
Jones. “We had almost an entirely
new coaching staff, we had lost

a large chunk of our core players and we had a lot of first-year
guys who had to take on big roles
right out of the gate.” With graduating seniors Chris Shaw, Andrew
Lauber and Nolan Spencer leaving
soon, the team will be losing three
of their core players, but they will
be replaced with one of the biggest baseball recruiting classes for
Lawrence in recent years, which
will help cushion the team for competition next year. Jones praised
his fellow teammates that will be
graduating, saying, “Chris Shaw has
been huge for us and has been
one of, if not the best pitcher in
the Midwest Conference over the
past two years. Andrew Lauber has
been battling injuries for the past
two years; however, every second
he has been on the field he makes a
difference. Andrew is one of those
guys who can do it all and makes
any team he plays on better. Nolan
Spencer has been one of the best
players in Lawrence baseball history. Any time you need to try and
replace a guy who holds as many
records as he does, you definitely
have a challenge ahead of you to
say the least.” The Vikings will continue to work over the summer
individually to prepare for next
season in hopes for a better outcome than this one.

Three softball players named to All-Midwest Conference Team

Madeline MacLean
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Three Lawrence softball
Vikings were named to the AllMidwest Conference Team this past
weekend. While the Vikings didn’t
make it to the post-season this
year, their skills were still recognized within the honors of their
teammates.
This past weekend, May 3
and 4, the Midwest Conference
post-season tournament was held.
Unfortunately, due to weather,
adjustments to the post-season
had to be made. The venue and
the structure of the tournament
were changed in order to try and
make it work. Despite the last-minute adjustments, the tournament
was finished, and in the end, one
team came out on top. This season was funky, and the conference
standings really were up in the air
until the very last day of games on
Monday, Apr. 29. On that day, the
Vikings split their doubleheader
with Lake Forest. They won the
first game 11-1 and lost the second
game 10-1. Sadly, this still left the
Vikings under the top four teams,
which meant they didn’t make the
post-season.

Gaming Club

continued from page 1
easy to make a stereotype that they
are also a drug dealer, and I’m
not sure if that’s what [Rockstar
Games] did or not, but you could
always do that which would just
be bad interpretation of the characters. It’s kind of like coming into
this idea that you need to find a
place where you can give backstory
that’s not just misrepresenting that
population,” said McGee.

The tournament was host
to Lake Forest College, Illinois
College, Grinnell College and St.
Norbert College for a double elimination two-day post-season. The
final game came down to Lake
Forest and St. Norbert. Lake Forest
ended up taking home the championship and moving on to regionals. The fact that the Vikings beat
this team 11-1 during the regular
season and split with three out of
the top four teams, shows exactly how close and competitive the
conference was this season. While
the Vikings missed out on a postseason opportunity, a few of the
players on the team did receive
recognition by the conference.
Three outstanding Vikings
were chosen for the all-conference
teams: sophomore Ceara Larson
and juniors Emilia Jackson and
Amanda Karnatz. Larson and
Jackson were chosen as a firstteam selection while Karnatz was
chosen for the second team.
Jackson was a shining star for
the Vikings this season. She had
a major impact as both a pitcher
and a fielder. She finished conference with a 6-4 record and a 3.66
earned run average. She struck out
32 batters (giving her 209 career
strike outs) and only walked 14.

She also showed her strength at
the plate with a batting average
of .244 in conference, with three
doubles and nine RBI.
Karnatz also had a major
impact on the Vikings’ season
this year. She was chosen for the
all-conference team for the third
year in a row. As a leadoff batter, Karnatz hit .370 in conference,
with a .485 on-base percentage.
She scored 19 runs through the
conference play, with five doubles,
a triple and eight RBIs. On top of
that, Karnatz showed her prowess
in center field, tracking hits right
and left, making diving plays and
coming in clutch when her team
needed her most.
Finally, Larson proved herself a standout this season with
wicked great performance. Despite
having injury issues with her calf
and Achilles tendon, Larson put
up big numbers and carried her
team. Larson had a conference batting average of .509, meaning that
she got a hit in over 50% of her at
bats. As if that wasn’t enough, she
had a slugging percentage of .982,
with seven home runs, six doubles
and 17 runs. A standout game for
Larson this season was against
Beloit, in which she went 5-for-5
at the plate with two home runs

and six RBIs. Larson hit .545 in the
eight games against the four teams
that played in the post season tournament. This only further supports
how competitive the Vikings were
with the top of the conference,
despite not quite making it to the
post season.
Larson brings home an allconference team selection as well
as the Midwest Conference Player
of the Year. She absolutely deserves
this honor. Larson has a lot of skill
on the field, but it is her bubbly and
humble personality that is the real
home run. She finished the season
with 11 home runs and 34 RBIs in
34 games. Larson’s 11 home runs
give her the third-highest season
total in Viking record history, and
her 34 RBI on the season ranks her
in fifth.
A big congratulations to all
three softball Vikings on these
extraordinary honors. This team
was full of a lot of talent this year,
and though they will lose three
seniors to graduation, the core
of the team will remain. All they
can do is build from there. Expect
amazing things coming from this
team in the near future. Three allconference team selections is only
the beginning.

Sports Editor Needed!

STANDINGS

STANLEY CUP
PLAYOFFS
EASTERN
BOSTON VS CAROLINA

WESTERN
ST. LOUIS VS _______

NBA FINALS
WESTERN
GOLDEN STATE VS HOUSTON
(2-2)
PORTLAND VS DENVER
(2-3)

EASTERN
MILWAUKEE VS BOSTON
(3-1)
PHILADELPHIA VS TORONTO
(2-3)

*Updated as of 05/01/2019*

UPCOMING HOME EVENTS
*Champions of Change
Bubble Soccer
Banta Bowl
Sat., May 11
2:30 p.m.

6-8 hours a week
The Lawrentian is looking for anyone interested in editing with
plenty of knowledge of athletics at Lawrence. As the Sports
Editor, you would be in charge of putting together the sports
section of the newspaper.
This is a paid position!
If interested, send an email to lawrentian@lawrence.edu

@TheLawrentian

/Lawrentian

@The_Lawrentian

Standings are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
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Julia Balestri

Burst Your Bubble: Peabody Park

Columnist

_________________________________________________

As many Lawrence students are aware,
there is a social and infrastructural construct
that compels most students to stay on campus and live oblivious to the outside world.
Many students stay on campus for everything:
food, activities, exercise, musical events, social
gatherings and more. This behavior allows
students to be easily persuaded that Appleton
is a crummy town, which is a negative and sad
outlook to have of the town they spend at least
nine months of the year living in. In order to
get a well-rounded education in all aspects of
life, it is important to leave campus and grow
an appreciation for the city that our school is
situated in. My intention with this column is to
help people recognize that there is an abundance of places to travel to within Appleton
that, by visiting, one can start to pop their
personal “Lawrence Bubble.”
mile

Distance from Lawrence: Roughly one
Walking time: 17 minutes
Bike time: 5 minutes
Skateboard time: 12 minutes

The walk to Peabody Park is relatively
short and simple. You take College Ave. east
until you get to the bridge, then take a left
onto N Green Bay Road. This walk is made
interesting by the Fox River on your right,
along with some huge mansions.
One thing that makes walks in Appleton
so interesting is the diversity of architecture.

Karina Barajas

A lot of the houses are pretty old and have
a lot of character. Some are made of brick
while others have wooden shingles. It is fun
to walk in the neighborhoods and imagine
what people living in all the different houses
do with their lives.
Peabody Park has so many features that
you might want to go wearing a helmet or
hat to keep your brain particles all in one
place after your mind is blown to smithereens. One of the most obvious perks of this
park is that it has a waterfront section of
green grass to relax on by the river.
The park comes in clutch with many
different seating options to chill out by the
water. There are picnic tables and barbecues
so you could have a nice picnic with fruit
kabobs. The best seating options, however,
are the swing benches. These are like the
adult version of the playground staple and
are hard to pass up. This might be hard for
some of you lonely Lawrentians to hear, but
these benches would be a highkey romantic
move to take someone to, especially since
they look out over such a beautiful scene.
The Fox River is actually not as polluted
as many Lawrentians believe, and seeing it
from an angle without a paper mill is actually
quite charming. You are even allowed to fish
on the shoreline, but it isn’t recommended
to eat the fish due to potential PCB contaminants that could be in their cells. Eating fish
from the Fox River is one of the only ways
that a person could feel the effects of the
river’s pollution.
Peabody Park is great for anyone who
wishes to stay active or chill out, and you can

The view of the Fox River from Peabody Park.
Photo by Julia Balestri.

absolutely do both there. There’s a basketball court, so you and your friend could hoop
out in the sun.
There are trails stretching into the
woods of the park which you could wander
around on. Due to the fact that Peabody is
situated near the river, you could also follow
the Fox River Trail north along the river for
miles. You might want to do this early in the
spring or at least pack along some bug spray,
as we all know how bad the bugs near the
river get as soon as it gets hot out.

Peabody is a great park to spend an
entire day at. There are restrooms and water
fountains so you can relieve yourself and
quench your thirst with clean water. Like
Telulah Park, Peabody is close enough to
Lawrence that you can easily walk there with
no complications.
It is also far enough that you can’t see
the Main Hall nipple. You might see Lawrence
students there, but you are far more likely to
see local Appleton residents out enjoying
nature with their family and friends.

Work It: Shopping shuttle drivers

Columnist

_________________________________________________

In the midst of classes, recitals and
midterms, students often feel they need a
well-deserved break off campus every once
in a while. The shopping shuttle is available
every week to transport students to and
from wherever they need to go. The stops
include Woodman’s, Walmart and the Fox
River Mall. There are three drivers for the
shopping shuttle, though there are more
drivers on campus for other departments.
This week I interviewed sophomores Abdul
Momin Panwar and Eleanor Horner and
junior Qinlan Lyu about their experiences
driving students.
Panwar has eight campus jobs.
He drives for Campus Life, International
Student Services, the Center for Spiritual
and Religious Life and the Waseda Students
and Athletics departments. He is also
a Björklunden Weekend Student Worker,
Treasurer for the Delta Sigma Tau Fraternity
and was a CORE Leader and Financial Aid
Department Assistant. Panwar has been a
shopping shuttle driver for a year and currently has more shifts than any other driver.
His schedule is from 5:30 p.m. to
9:30 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Saturdays. Panwar likes to meet new strangers and learn about their music tastes. He
allows the front seat passenger to pick a
song from his phone and karaoke or conversations go from there.
Sometimes topics start off with the
weather, but get more personal the longer
the drive. The most challenging part of the
job is driving in all kinds of weather, in snow,
rain or sunshine. However, Panwar feels
responsible for getting people from place to
place, so he tries to be transparent and on
schedule and to do his best even in the worst
conditions.
He drives students, visiting students
and alumni, so he has to be outgoing and
personable to represent Lawrence, which
has improved his communication and scheduling skills. Panwar recommends his job to
sophomores and juniors because it is not
an office job, the hours are flexible and it
is a great gateway opportunity to work for

Sophomore shopping shuttle driver Eleanor Horner.
Photo by Zhixuan Lyu.

other places in the community and create a
network.
Horner drives Sundays and Wednesdays

for two shifts to the Fox River Mall and
Woodman’s. They started driving halfway
through Fall Term. Horner likes to drive
and found the shuttle invaluable freshman

year. They like being in charge of their own
schedule and having freedom to make executive decisions without coworkers. The most
difficult part of their job is when too many
people show up and they have to say no.
The shuttle is first come first serve, so
if there are too many students or they show
up late, Horner cannot drive them. On the
job, Horner has learned how to keep track
of things and be able to answer questions on
the spot. It is important to know the driving
routes because having Google Maps on all
the time can be distracting and it is important to know where you are going so you can
make decisions on the fly.
Horner is transparent about when they
are going to drive and there are also flyers around campus that advertise when the
shuttle is running. Horner participates in
Baking and Cooking Club, is one of the captains of LU Rowing Club and writes and
draws in their free time.
They recommend the job for people
who like working with a supervisor, working
15 hours per week and answering people’s
questions.
Lyu has been a shopping shuttle driver
for two terms. In the fall and winter, she
drove Tuesday and Thursday from 5:459:15 p.m. This term she is taking sub shifts
rather than a fixed shift. She recently got
her driver’s license and likes to drive weekly
to practice. She eventually wants to go on a
road trip with friends.
She likes to talk with people and help
them carry things. Sometimes she can go
to the mall and walk around while waiting
for people if she arrives early. The most
challenging part is being on time, especially
when people are running late, but now she is
used to it. In those situations, her passengers
have been willing to help her.
When she has a maximum of seven people in the shuttle, Lyu has the responsibility to tell people there are more passengers
than expected, but that they can come back
later. She cannot call or text people when
driving, so people on board will help her text
those who are running late or plan to come
back later. She is glad people are willing to
help. Lyu recommends this job for those who
are confident in driving skills and like to talk.
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Real Womxn’s Voices: Moreau Halliburton

Smailyn Nicasio
Columnist

_________________________________________________

To identify as a womxn is to expect solidarity with others who identify the same
way. The assumption that there is a universal womxn experience erases the nuances
and variety that exist. This column seeks to
address those intersections in an effort to celebrate and deconstruct the reality of womxnhood in the various ways it is expressed.
Moreau Halliburton can’t imagine being
from anywhere other than Los Angeles.
When I teasingly suggested that my hometown of New York City might be the better
city, she insisted that it would be too fastpaced for her. Los Angeles and the distinct
neighborhood and school she attended had
an immense influence upon her. Halliburton
knows she is a product of her environment,
but also knows her identities continue to
develop as she continues experiencing life.
She is in a constant state of metamorphosis.
Halliburton’s neighborhood was predominately populated by other African
Americans. Her school in Santa Monica,
which she attended since kindergarten and
graduated from last spring, was predominately white. It was only after taking an
ethnic studies class that Halliburton recognized the schism and how it had affected
her. Circumstances led to Halliburton having very few friends who were people of
color, which she didn’t consider necessarily
strange at the time. Opportunities to fully
appreciate her racial background at school
just didn’t come very easily for Halliburton.
She recounted instances where for the first
couple of years, she was known as “the Black
girl with big hair.”
Despite shortcomings, Halliburton
refused to even think about going to a differ-

ent school. There was a palpable judgment
on her face when she told me of the students
who transferred out. To Halliburton, the
similarities between her two communities
mattered a lot more than the differences. In
both her neighborhood and her school, there
was space to explore. She can not recall ever
feeling judged in either place.
Her mother also helped link
Halliburton’s two distinct spheres of influence just by working at her school. The areas
coalesced until they became synonymous
with “home” because Halliburton’s mother
ensured she was comfortable in both. “I
would always have long talks with her about
all types of things,” Halliburton explained.
“She’s very empathetic. The ideal womxn I
would like to be is my mother.”
Altogether, both of Halliburton’s parents
taught her to always give back to her community. The running club her father founded
has become central to the neighborhood
community over the years; both of her parents are heavily involved in efforts to create
a cooperative grocery store to contend with
being in a food desert. If it were not for her
parents’ work, Halliburton would not have
made connections with families in Appleton
that made her feel welcome once coming to
Lawrence.
Halliburton at first said she didn’t
spend much time in her neighborhood, but
she has countless stories that prove contrary. “Back in my neighborhood [in Leimert
Park], the community gets together to have
poetry nights, open jams and jazz nights,”
said Halliburton. “There’s always a drum
circle every Saturday with so many African
American musicians coming together with
their melanin and just playing together!“
It is at those drum circles where
Halliburton had opportunities to join in with
her djembe drum, which she said always

Freshman Moreau Halliburton on SLUG Hill near the Warch Campus Center.
Photo by Sarah Navy.

centered her in her identity as a Black
womxn and a musician. Her high school
friends never made an effort to see her in
that element; they were always expecting
her to go out of her way to visit them in the
bubble that was Santa Monica. The sadness
Halliburton felt then is now replaced with
knowing that it was their loss. They missed
out on seeing something extraordinary.
Halliburton has a self-described “triple whammy” of identities as a woman of
color and member of the LGBTQ+ community, and representation for the latter is
sparse. Her journey with sexuality became
difficult at times when she could not relate
to anyone she knew externally or in the
media. “It’s definitely hard to not see yourself in the media and everything,” explained
Halliburton. “Usually, lesbian movies are just

about sex and not the relationship between
the two womxn. There are so many movies
where the heterosexual couple is romantic
and [labeled ‘beautiful’], but lesbian movies
tend just to target heterosexual men. That
[reinforces] the idea that womxnhood is for
the sexual pleasure of men.”
Since coming to Lawrence, Halliburton
has recognized the change she is undergoing. She has been exposed to so many other
people to whom she wouldn’t have been in
the bubble that was her small private school.
“It might be crazy to hear,” said Halliburton,
“but there are more people of color here
than at my high school, which has made me
appreciate my race so much more.” There
are still challenging times, but Halliburton
couldn’t imagine herself attending any other
school.

Illustrations by Genevieve Cook
Features Section Editor
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Ursa Anderson

Spotlight: Jazz Jam

Staff Writer

______________________________________

On Monday, May 7, juniors Zoe
Markle and Nolan Ehlers, along
with sophomore Tim Moyer opened
up the jazz jam in the Mead Witter
room of the Warch Campus Center
at 9:30 p.m. Markle, a bassist, runs
the weekly jam and sets them up
most Monday nights. The three of
them, with Ehlers on drums and
Moyer on alto saxophone, played
several tunes until Moyer left for
the night. Then junior Jack Murphy
joined Ehlers and Markle on piano.
Murphy confessed that he hadn’t
been to the jam for quite a while,
but playing there with other people
felt good and allowed him to just
feel the music.
These jams happen every
Monday night during each tenweek term in the Mead Witter room
and performers of all skill levels
are encouraged to participate. As
the term progresses, things tend to
quiet down. Although the last jazz
jam was during seventh week, it
didn’t stop the players from giving
a great performance. Despite the
small number of participants this
week, all performers sounded stellar and easily pleased the smaller
audience that attended for the
night. Though the turn-out has not
been very high the past few weeks,
at least a few musicians make it
in and always play very well. It is
not just a performance opportunity
for them, but also a way to connect with one another and blow
off steam.
All kinds of instruments are
welcome to play at jazz jams. There
can be anything from the basic

From left to right: sophomore Tim Moyer, juniors Nolan Ehlers and Zoe Markle.
Photo by Julia Balestri.

drum set, bass and piano, to viola,
trombone and even vocalists every
once in a while. Regardless of the
variety of instruments that show
up, they always find a way to make
the tune work. Rarely do they
have the exact “right” instruments
for a certain song, but watching
how these performers can adjust
themselves to make the tune work
anyway is really spectacular. There

is a great deal of collaboration
required in the song choosing
process. Not everyone knows the
same songs, so finding one that will
work and sound good is a another
level of expertise for the players to
keep in mind and work through.
While it may seem like the average
standard to the people playing, it
is very impressive to watch this
group as a person who does not

have any experience with musical
collaboration.
Apart from just playing the
standards, most of the performers
are also improvising on solos. To
do that and keep everything else in
mind is no simple task. Everyone
there has practiced countless hours
on their instrument, as conservatory kids usually do, and it shows.
They choose to come and play at

the jams simply because they enjoy
it. The jazz jam isn’t an ensemble
that they are required to show up
to. Everyone is there because they
love to play and it’s visible in their
performance. It lights up the room
and all of Warch, and it is a joy to
watch.

Sam Goldbeck

affair has little to no historic evidence. This is not to say that affairs
between women didn’t happen at
that time, but how the film uses
this affair to insinuate Sarah’s
level of influence over the political
affairs of the state seems exaggerated. Abigail discovers this affair
and seeks to disrupt it so that she
may ascend to be the queen’s right
hand and bedmate.
What arises is an increasingly
perverse duel of wits and control
that is as unpredictable as it is fun
to watch. The dialogue is delightfully profane, and the actors, particularly Stone, get to deliver some
devastatingly funny one-liners. The
central trio is stunning and craft a
biting chemistry that aids in the
creation of a feeling of uncertainty.
Viewers never know what is going
to happen next. The period detail
is exquisite and so is the costume
design. Whenever Weisz goes out
of the castle to partake in the recreational sporting activities of the
day (shooting, horseback riding),
she wears a getup that makes her
look like a cooler version of piratemode Keira Knightley in “Pirates of
the Caribbean.”
One thinks that the abundant
power-plays and double crosses in
this film would lead to an ending
wherein the audience takes a certain sick pleasure in seeing which
of the two “favourites” wins, but
as the film enters its final chapter (the film is divided into seven
chapters), it becomes increasingly
clear that this is a game that no one
can win. What starts out as a fun,
if dark and twisted, romp through
1700s English royalty reveals itself
to be, in the end, an incredibly sad
film.

Film Review: The Favourite

Staff Writer

______________________________________

Tiny Box Office Presents:
Milou de Meij

McKenzie Fetters
Staff Writer

______________________________________

On Sunday, May 5, at 7 p.m.,
professors and students alike
gathered around the Lawrence
University Box Office in the MusicDrama Center. The atmosphere
remained casual, with audience
members chatting and even breaking out into singing the theme song
from the “The Office” before the
performance began. Fifth-year
Emmylou (Milou) de Meij, a double
degree student studying Russian
and piano performance and recent
Fulbright U.S. Student Program
Award recipient, frequently performs piano and melodica in a variety of settings. For her Tiny Box
Concert, Milou played piano and
sang, performing all original or collaborative works.
At the start of her program,
de Meij stepped out of the box
office, where a piano and sound
equipment filled the space and
joined junior Liam Wood with his
ukulele, standing in front of the
audience’s semi-circle of chairs. De
Meij announced that she and Wood
would perform a song from Wood’s
recital. In this upbeat song, de Meij
and Wood sang verses back and
forth and sang together, their voices harmonizing well. Their sweet
voices combined with Wood’s

buoyant ukulele accompaniment
and made this love song a treat to
listen to. Next, de Meij sat at the
upright piano inside the box office
and introduced her next piece, also
a love song. She said, “Song writing for me is a very vulnerable
thing,” and she added that this song
detailed the magical experience of
falling in love. A sensitive, cascading piano accompaniment ensued,
and de Meij’s thoughtful voice
carried through the small space.
The audience seemed to enjoy this
number especially, hollering and
clapping after it ended.
De Meij told everyone that she
had just written her next song that
very morning. She remarked that
she had only started singing and
writing her own songs one year
ago—an impressive feat considering the song-writing prowess she
displayed in her performance. This
next song was more melancholy
than its predecessor but was enjoyable to experience nonetheless.
Then, junior Liam Fisher joined
de Meij at the piano inside the
box office to perform a song they
wrote together about trying to be
perfect for someone. After, de Meij
performed another original song
about the joys of being in love.
This heartfelt number achieved an
emotional depth that was palpable

in de Meij’s low, breathy voice, and
it became my favorite song of the
concert.
For her last song, de Meij performed “Breathe,” her favorite song
that she has written so far. Having
performed in the Lawrence’s water
opera “Breathe” earlier this term,
de Meij talked about how she has
felt a remarkable connection to
breath in her life and has developed an appreciation for it as the
foundation of everything. This
song featured a soft piano accompaniment and long melodic lines,
including a long hold on the word
“breathe” in the chorus. De Meij
sang and played from her heart yet
again, bringing her wonderful Tiny
Box Concert to a close.
De Meij’s Tiny Box Concert,
like the other concerts in the
Tiny Box Series, afforded a muchneeded break from typical, formal Conservatory concerts. It is
wonderful to have a place where
students may take emotional and
musical risks in a supportive and
relaxed atmosphere. For more
information about upcoming Tiny
Box Concerts or to inquire about
playing a Tiny Box Concert, visit
the Tiny Box Concert Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.
com/TinyBoxConcerts/ or talk to
curator and senior Jeanette Adams.

I saw Yorgos Lanthimos’s
“The Favourite” (2018) when it
was in cinemas back in December,
and then I watched it a second
time when it played in the Warch
Campus Center Cinema the other
week. It is a film that only grows in
richness and in depth upon repeat
viewings.
The narrative follows the
reign of Queen Anne in 18th century England when the country is at
war with France. The war is more
of a historical backdrop for the
very human comedy that unfolds
over the course of the film’s two
hours. We follow Anne and her dysfunctional relationship with Lady
Sarah, the Duchess of Marlborough.
Sarah is brilliantly played by Rachel
Weisz, while Olivia Colman turns in
a deservedly Oscar winning performance as the feeble yet imposing
Queen Anne. Colman lets the audience be witness to some of film’s
more grotesque instances of physical comedy. We see her gout being
treated and also her vomiting up
cake that she is forcing herself to
eat. Lady Sarah is the one who
really runs the country. Given the
queen’s fragile state of mind, Sarah
influences all the queen’s decisions regarding the war and matters of state. Abigail, Sarah’s cousin
and a daughter of an aristocrat
fallen from grace, enters the film
played by the formidable Emma
Stone, and she quickly works her
way from scullery maid to Queen
Anne’s “favourite.”
Some might call the film a
work of revisionist history, as the
plotline about Anne and Sarah’s
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Taking risks and
learning to sing

Milou de Meij

Columnist
______________________________________

I’ve always wanted to sing,
but I’ve also always been scared
to. I will never forget the day my
high school choir director pulled
me aside after rehearsal to tell me
to sing quietly because my voice
was too loud and too out of tune.
While these two things were objectively true, hearing them as a fragile 13-year-old was crushing. It
felt like the icing on the cake of
a whole slew of teasing and putdowns about my voice. I stopped
trying out for solos. I stopped singing amongst friends. My voice went
from loud and enthusiastic to soft
and breathy. I felt embarrassed. I
wasn’t a natural singer. What was I
doing there anyway, I thought.
Last spring, while taking the
Deep Listening Course, Dean of the
Conservatory of Music Brian Pertl
asked everyone to raise their hands
if they have ever been told they
can not sing. I watched as nearly
everyone in the room raised their
hands, and that is when it hit me.
These are so many people who, like
me, have been silenced. Singing
is one of the first and most accessible ways of making music that
we have. Anyone can sing, and telling someone that they can not is
disempowering someone’s creative
self. Especially because singing is
such a personal instrument, silencing someone’s singing is silencing
their voice.
This past year, I have been
on a journey to reclaim that voice.
Last Spring term, I started taking
voice lessons for the first time with
Lecturer of Music Janet Planet.
There was so much technique I had
to learn. Years of disuse and softspoken speech had created a plenitude of bad habits. I had to start at
the very beginning—breath, where
to place the tongue, where to feel
the sound in my mouth, how to find
and blend my head and chest voice.
I realized a lot of my intonation and
tone problems stemmed from poor
technique, and like any instrument,
I had to practice. There is such a
thing as “bad” singing, but so much

is fixable if one is willing to take the
time and put in the work to understand the beautiful mystery that is
each and everyone’s unique voice.
In addition to learning new
singing techniques, I also started
writing my own songs. I love writing and have written poetry and
stories every day since I was a
small child. Friends and family
always asked me if I wrote songs,
but I never did because I always
felt held back by shyness about
my voice. That spring, though, I
was determined to change things.
I took a song-making class and
challenged myself to write my first
song. After spending half an hour
pacing the conservatory stressed
out with worry that I would not
write something good enough, I
finally just sat down and wrote the
first thing that came out. Fifteen
minutes later, I had my very first
song: a meditation on my childhood in the woods of Montana.
Two days later, I sang it for my
class and thus started a yearlong
songwriting journey.
I love writing songs. For me,
the process has become a meditative, journal experience. Often
times I sit down, unsure of what
to write about, and then I just let
myself go from any expectations
and pressures and begin. So many
times I end up looking at my songs
and then afterwards going—oh,
that was what it was about. That
was what I was struggling with at
that time. That was what I was feeling. Songwriting has given me so
much therapeutic self-awareness.
This past Sunday, I was able
to share some of my songs at my
Tiny Box performance. The songs
ranged from things I wrote over
winter break to a song I had written that day. It was not a perfect concert. I was still nervous,
and it felt so strange to let some
songs that were so personal and
so vulnerable see the light of day.
However, most importantly, I felt
like myself, and I think that’s one
of the most beautiful things about
singing your own songs: you can’t
hide. Singing forces me to make my
art in a land of risk, and I love it.
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Photo Feature:
Reverend Doctor at snl
Photos by Taylor Blackson

As a singer and guitarist, the songwriting of Reverend Doctor aims to preach and to heal through positive messages of hope
and love. His blending of pop, funk, R&B and rock results in an upbeat sound that reflects his passion to engage audiences. Saturday
Night Late (SNL) is Lawrence’s event series that provides students with activities, events and entertainment on Saturday nights (around
10 p.m.) throughout each term.

LUaroo and you can too!

Georgia Greenberg
Section editor

______________________________________

As previously reported, the
12th annual LUaroo will be held
this Memorial Day weekend, May
25 and 26. In addition to hosting
bands from around the country
and showcasing student performers, the Band Booking Committee
(BBC), the student organization
that orchestrates the festival, is
organizing many fun activities to
pair with the music.
Many clubs are getting
involved to run booths, sell food
and raise funds for their respective organizations. Mortar Board,
the senior honor society, will be
tabling and selling lemonade on
Sunday afternoon, the Health,
Wellness, and Personal Growth
RLAs will be grilling both meat
and vegetarian options and providing water and sunscreen and the
Lawrence Model United Nations
team is slated to sell bubble tea. In
addition, SLUG house (Sustainable
Lawrence University Garden)
will hold a backyard rummage
sale while supplies last and Film
Photography Club will run a photobooth, complete with props and
the option to purchase a film photo
or take a digital one. Furthermore,
The Lawrentian Editorial Board
intends to sell cotton candy, using
old issues of the newspaper as

sticks to support it. BBC hopes to
also showcase the incredible fashions and outfits often spotted at
LUaroo on their instagram page, @
luaroo_music_now_.
BBC hopes to involve more
clubs and offer more activities to
counter some of the alcohol issues
that disturbed many audience
members last year. “The idea is,”
said junior and co-director of the
festival Georgia Greenberg, “by
offering activities and giving participants something more to do
than just drink in the grass all day,
our audience will be more engaged,
fewer people will pass out and even
fewer people will get in trouble.” In
addition, the committee is seeking
a Special Class “B” Beer (picnic)
License in order to organize a beer
garden in the quad. “The beer garden will be open to folks of 21
years of age, serving from 3-9 p.m.,
and be run by the Viking Room,”
said Greenberg. “We’re still waiting to hear back about the license,
so it’s not a sure thing yet, but if it
works out, I think it will be good
for everyone. People who want to
drink can drink, but it won’t be a
main focus of the fest.”
Outside the jurisdiction of
the committee, the IlLUstrator,
Diversity in the Fine Arts, Film
Photography Club and In Lieu of
You are collaborating to sponsor
and curate an evening of art on
Thursday, May 23, at 7 p.m. in the

Warch Campus Center. According
to their Facebook page, they are
seeking submissions of “music,
writing, fashion, film, painting,
drawing, sculpture, photography,
performance etc. etc.” Submissions
and pitches can be emailed to
UncoveredArtShow@gmail.com.
They have asked that painting, collage, sculpture, film, photograph,
drawing and writing work be submitted by Sunday, May 19, and that
of song, dance, spoken work or
instrumental be in by Thursday,
May 16.
The annual senior art show
will also take place during the
weekend, beginning with an opening reception on Friday, May 24, in
the Wriston Art Center at 6 p.m. The
art show will celebrate the work of
the senior art majors, showcasing
pieces of all disciplines.
If that were not enough,
you can top off the weekend at
Sinfonia’s annual block party on
Monday, May 27. The fraternity celebrates the day off school by hosting bands and grilling food, and it’s
always a relaxing way to send off
the weekend.
There will be no shortage
of art and activity Memorial Day
weekend, and any student can
be involved and seek all kinds of
engaging events. If any clubs are
interested in tabling at LUaroo,
please contact Greenberg at greenbeg@lawrence.edu.
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How to maintain positivity
when everything is going wrong

School lunches
should be free

Andrew Brown
Editor-in-Chief

______________________________________

Welcome to the second half of Spring Term. Projects are ramping up, midterms have just finished,
but finals are looming closer and the weather is warming, making staying inside and studying on beautiful days a frustrating norm. Amidst all this, summer is tangible but still too far away, and it can be difficult
to maintain a positive outlook. As we near the final stretches of Spring Term, we as the Lawrentian’s
Editorial Board would like to share some of our best ideas for staying positive and maintaining motivation through the end of the school year.

Variety section editor Claire Zimmerman likes to stay positive by keeping a list of quick and notso-quick nice things to do for herself by her bed. She doesn’t end the day without doing at least one. On
tougher days, she likes to take the time to do multiple nice things, like drink a cup of tea or go for a walk.
Doing this helps to make you feel like you deserve kindness, even when stress and high expectations
might make you think otherwise.
Arts and Entertainment editor Georgia Greenberg relies on reading to relax, and usually turns to
young adult fiction for comfort. She likes to read because it feels more “productive” than other mindconsuming hobbies like watching TV or scrolling through social media. It is not, necessarily, but it comes
with less of a guilty feeling. Her most revisited books include “Bloomability” by Sharon Creech, “Love,
Ruby Lavender” by Deborah Wiles, “Eleanor and Park” by Rainbow Rowell and “When You Reach Me” by
Rebecca Stead. Lately, however, she has been on a Louis Sachar kick, catching up on a few of his books
that she missed when she was a kid.
Copy Chief Dannielle Konz makes sure to set a mandatory deadline on homework for the day. She
decides on a time of the day to call it quits on schoolwork, ensuring that she has time to do things that
make her happy such as reading, hanging out with friends, watching TV or just going to bed. By setting
this mandatory quitting time, she keeps herself from getting too overwhelmed by work on a regular
basis. This ensures that by the end of the night, when she is exhausted and no longer doing her best
work, she can guiltlessly stop working and focus on herself instead of her homework.

Features editor Genevieve Cook uses her planner in order to keep tasks from getting too overwhelming or stressful. By organising her day, planning time for breaks and mixing easier tasks in with
the tougher ones, the work doesn’t all pile on at once. By writing everything down, it also leaves more
space in your mind to avoid rumination, and just know that everything will come together. Plus, it is
incredibly satisfying to cross something off a list, even if it is something as simple as getting lunch or
doing dishes.
Editor-in-Chief Andrew Brown likes to remind himself that nobody is perfect and that nobody
expects him to be. He thinks that students often forget to take pride in what they have accomplished,
because their achievements are often clouded with sleepless nights or stressful studying. He recommends seeking comfort and aid from your loved ones and getting some space to care for yourself.
Drink some coffee. Take a shower. Play a game. Take a walk. Breathe. You got this!

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Max Craig, at lawrentian@lawrence.
edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit
for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and
should not be more than 350 words.
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This week a school district
in Rhode Island caught national
attention by announcing that students who have outstanding school
lunch balances would be denied a
hot meal and any choice for one.
Instead, any student who has more
than $25 in student lunch debt
at Warwick Public schools will be
given a sunflower butter and jelly
sandwich. The school district has
not yet verified if this sandwich
will be the only item a student is
served or if it will be the entrée to
a meal of other fruits, vegetables
and milk.
This plan, which goes into
effect later this May, highlights the
issues of “food shaming” in public
schools in the U.S. Students whose
parents cannot afford the balances
of school lunches are often isolated by school districts and have
their right to the same meals as
their peers revoked. Sometimes
students will have to eat less nutritious meals, and in the worst of
cases, will go without eating a
lunch at all.
Some school districts offer
free or reduced-price lunches to
students whose family income
and size would restrict them
from affording school lunches.
The School Nutrition Association
reports that families of four that
make less than $32,630 a year are
eligible for free school lunches.
About 20 million students receive
free meals in 100,000 school districts in the U.S.
While this type of support is
certainly helping some families out,
others are still suffering in thousands of school districts just like
Warwick Public Schools. Parents in
low-income households are sometimes working two to three jobs to
keep their families fed, clothed and

sheltered. Some of these families
struggle because they are a singleparent household. Other homes
can be multi-generational, which
can make the number of plates at
the table for each meal double the
average household size.
These families should be able
to rely on their public school districts to make sure that all their
children can get a hot and healthy
meal at least once a day. School
districts like Warwick are defending themselves by saying their top
priority is student equity, but the
equity they are seeking only protects the families that can afford
school lunches. If they were truly
seeking equity, school lunches
should be free and accessible to
every student in the nation.
This is certainly not the
school district’s fault, however.
The underlying issue behind this
is that these public school districts
are so underfunded that they are
forced to deny their students food
in order to make ends meet. If
schools cannot afford to feed every
child in their district, they certainly
do not have the funding for books,
updated technology or common
school supplies. In most cases, it
often falls on the teachers’ and parents’ shoulders to get these things
for their students.
The federal government has
rejected funding for education for
far too long. We are no longer in a
time where primary education is a
privilege in the U.S.; education is
a right that is reserved for every
child in America. CNN’s report on
this issue was accompanied with
examples of countries from all over
the globe that provide and prioritize meals for all their students. In
places like Japan, Kenya, Pakistan,
France and many others, it is
ensured that all their students eat
at least once during the school day.

See page 12

Body Talk: Sex positivity in a college setting

Olivia Omura
Columnist

______________________________________

When I pitched the concept
for this article to my editor, he
asked me to define what sex positivity means to those who participate in it. I gave a rather rambling
answer which included the demoralization of different types of
sex, throwing out the traditional
model of abstinence-based sex
education for a more comprehensive approach and, of course, the
inclusion of all bodies in conversations around sex and sexual health.
To be sex positive does not mean
you have to have sex, but rather
that you try to understand your
internalized phobias concerning
sex so it can become less taboo.
Destigmatizing sex can also involve
removing the stigma around choosing not to have sex.
According to Wikipedia, and
much to my surprise, I was mostly
correct. The sex positive movement
espouses “an attitude towards
human sexuality that regards all
consensual sexual activities as fun-

damentally healthy and pleasurable, encouraging sexual pleasure
and experimentation.” It is accepting of relationships that challenge
the cis- and heteronormative standards with which we were raised.
It is often used to counter negative
stereotypes around BDSM, polyamory and other sexual preferences that are often portrayed as
deviant.
Sex positivity at a university can take a variety of different
forms depending on the context.
For example, so-called “hook-up
culture” is rampant in the college
setting. Many students consider
the pursuit of a long-term relationship difficult when we place
so much importance on academic
achievement,
extracurriculars
and maintaining other relationships with friends and family.
Frequently moving around during
school breaks is also not conducive
to romantic relationships. As we
become more independent from
the rules and restrictions of high
school, many students choose to
engage in casual sexual encounters
as a way of flexing our newfound

freedom and curiosity about college life.
Some feel that hook-up culture
personifies sex positivity. You have
a bunch of people unabashed about
their sexual exploits, not tying
themselves down to any patriarchal ideas of when, how much and
for whom sex is appropriate. On
the other hand, it can be a breeding
ground, pun intended, for questionable consent when drugs and
alcohol are in the picture. It can
also serve to reinforce expectations
of compulsive heterosexuality and
gender roles in sex, rather than
freedom and creativity.
Others would argue that hookup culture goes against sex positivity because if someone truly
respects their body and sexuality, they should wait to have sex
with someone they really love and
care for. This argument is basically
garbage—“respecting yourself ”
can mean different things to different people. For some, it may mean
waiting to have sex or only having
sex with one partner; for others, it
can mean exploring their own pleasure through casual sex. Neither

way is better or more moral.
In my opinion, hook-up culture is not inherently NOT sex-positive (pardon the double negative).
I myself have been guilty of shaming people who choose to engage
in casual sex because I do not personally find the practice appealing.
In the moments when our biases
cloud our judgment, it is important to remember that not everyone likes the same things we like,
and that does not make them less
worthy of respect. Unless those
things are social justice and cats...
there are some things you just can’t
compromise on.
An important aspect of sex
positivity on campus is education.
Many of us arrive with little to no
formal sex education under our
belts...erm, no pun intended. Under
the abstinence-based sex-ed most
U.S. high schools adhere to, everything useful we learned about how
to reduce the risk of STIs or put
on a condom was wrapped up in
shame and fear-mongering. For
many of us, college is the time
to unlearn the harmful messaging
about sex and our bodies.

Since college serves as a jumping-off point into the world of actual adulthood, it is important for
the campus to make sexual health
and counseling services available,
affordable and non-judgmental.
The most powerful and effective
thing they can do to make students safer and more knowledgeable around sex is to provide us the
resources we need to educate ourselves in ways our previous schools
failed. This can include STI testing,
free barrier methods including different types of condoms and dental
dams and functional sexual assault
response teams. It can also involve
fostering a community that values
curiosity and compassion over bias
and judgement.
Sex positivity is a framework
that can be applied to any setting.
It is important that we engage with
it now, while we are still young and
malleable, so that we can become
more open-minded and accepting
as we move into the next phase of
our lives.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All

facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which
represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Michele Haeberlin
Staff Writer

______________________________________

This article contains hella
spoilers about the latest “Avengers”
movie, entitled “Endgame.”
I started watching Marvel
movies because I liked the teasers at the end of the credits—and
let’s be honest, because of “Black
Panther”—but I was never one to
follow the arrival of every new
movie in the series with eager
anticipation. There are still a few
of them I have not seen, but I have
seen every movie Thor was in.
This was not necessarily
because I really liked his character
or the actor—it just happened to
work out that way. In fact, as I think
about it, Thor was one of my least
favorite characters in the Avengers
lineup. To me, Thor symbolized
the glorified hypermasculinity that
Marvel seemed to be gladly portraying to the extreme in his disillusioned character.
Think about a character like
Thor existing in our world, in this
reality, without the cape and the
fame and you might realize just
how detrimental his masculine
pride would be for himself. Thor as
a character was extremely, proudly
primal in his actions and thoughts.
He would often barge into intellectual conversations between other

Simone Levy

The Avengers vs. beer bellies
Avengers over a problem and simply try to fix it by applying his brute
force he was so well-known for. But
what else was Thor good at? He
was very strong, able to command
lightning, driven and very loyal to
his friends.
But would a person with
Thor’s personality be able to survive outside of the movies? Thor
was incredibly suspicious of new
people entering his group of
friends and often quite protective
of the few friends he had. It could
be argued that Thor was able to
consistently engage in healthy
relationships with everyone in the
Avengers, but I would argue the
only reason this group of people
became friends was due to the lack
of other options. I am sure in his
first movie, Thor would have gladly
chosen a group of fighters similar
to himself who celebrated every
win with lots of drinking and revelry and every loss with even more
drinking over the motley crew of
the Avengers.
You can look at the perfect
makeup of any of the characters
within the “Avengers” movies
after they just had a brush with
death while fighting a giant alien
lizard and understand this representation is unrealistic due to the
cinematic effects on storytelling.
When I saw the smiles and con-

On the Cusp of
Enlightenment

Columnist
_________________________________

Looking for answers? In need
of advice from a Taurus-sun, Virgomoon, Gemini-rising? Think you
can stump me? Email Simone at
simone.a.levy@lawrence.edu with
your own questions and you just
might be featured in next week’s
column.
Dear Simone,
Why should I give a care about
Sakura Haruno? She is just a dumb
pink-haired ninja.
Yours,
Hugh Jass

Dear Mr. Jass,
As the premier authority on
all things Naruto, I, Simone, plan
to educate you plebs on the so
often overlooked merits of the best
ninja in the Naruto franchise. No,
it is not the titular Naruto, and it is
definitely not Sasuke. It was almost
Might Guy, but alas, Sakura Uchiha,
née Haruno, the Leaf Village’s pinkhaired underdog is crowned the
king of the ninjas, and here is why.
First, a bit of context. Sakura
Haruno’s modest background
immediately differentiates her
from the fantastic and often
tragic backgrounds of her fellow
characters, Naruto and Sasuke.
Throughout Shinobi school, she
studied hard and relied on book
smarts to avoid conflicts with others. However, upon being assigned
to Team Seven alongside Naruto
and her love, Sasuke, Sakura quickly realizes she did not want to rely
on her teammates to rescue her
every time she fell into harm’s way
and therefore decided to dedicate
three years to training her physical
dexterity and ninja skills in order
to become stronger. This strength
is also exhibited in her absolute
willingness to lay her life down for
either of her teammates, Naruto or
Sasuke.
It is also important to under-

stand Sakura’s training. A large portion of Sakura’s strength is thanks
to master Tsunade’s expert training techniques. All of Team Seven
trained with one of the three legendary Sannin, of which Tsunade is
one, alongside Jiraiya who trained
Naruto and Urochimaru who
trained Sasuke. Tsunade, who is
head of the Leaf Village, referred to
as the Hokage, obviously, imparted
a contempt for losing as well as an
indelible and absolutely unbending
will onto Sakura, which assured
her victory in almost all of her
battles. Instead of letting her allies
risk their lives, Sakura began fighting enemies herself, and through
her staunch stance on competition,
she was assured a win. Now of
course, Tsunade gave Sakura more
than just an ideological teaching.
She helped Sakura become just
the second ninja to ever learn the
100 healings jutsu—a forbidden
technique developed by Tsunade
herself. In addition, Tsunade’s
specialty of medical ninjutsu was
passed down to Sakura as well, and
her skills have now matched if not
surpassed that of her teacher.
So why is it seen as “cool”
to hate on Sakura? We all know
that Sakura isn’t Naruto or Sasuke.
No, she doesn’t house any hidden
tailed beasts within her, nor does
she hail from the Uchiha clan with
their Kekkei Genkai, or sharingan
eyes, that allow them to copy jutsu.
She has nothing that makes her
stand out on her own and therefore
has had to work from the ground
up to gain any amount of recognition like the kind that Naruto and
Sasuke get. Even characters like
Neji and Hinata were born with the
silver spoon in their mouths that
is their Byakugan, a Dojutsu that
grants its user a virtually full 360
degree field of vision along with an
enhanced clarity and insight into
opponent’s chakra and the general
flow of events poised to happen.
So she isn’t born special, and

See page 12

gratulations of these heroes at the
end of every Marvel movie after
they had—of course—defeated the
bad guy, I started to get bored.
Think of what had just happened
to these people—yes, they may
have been made super-human with
some crazy science experiment or
gift from the gods or by drinking
expired cherry soda, but they were
still human.
At the end of the first
“Avengers” movie, the heroes are
pictured sitting together in a semidestroyed restaurant eating shawarma. I remember asking my
mom after the movie ended why
the Avengers were all eating quietly and no one was talking or
laughing. Later I realized that these
people, despite all their differences from normal humans, were
still able to feel “normal human”
things like tiredness and hunger.
Also, although the Avengers had
just won that first war, they had
also incurred massive amounts of
damage on the planet they were
charged to protect, and judging by
the amount of citizens around during their fighting scenes, I would
say the percentage of casualties
in each Avenger war was no small
amount.
So what does this all have to
do with “Endgame?” Well, I started
this movie with low expectations,

thinking the next three hours of
my life would be spent watching a
display of high action and unrealistic storylines where lots of money
had been blown on fancy animation and the heroes did nothing
but smile, win and never get dirt on
their faces. Man, was I wrong.
Thor was the best example
of how Marvel suddenly turned
their last movie into a movie for
and about their audience. In this
movie, Thor became an alcoholic
introvert, unable to do anything
productive or meaningful with his
life because his hypermasculine
pride was crushed the day Thanos
snapped his fingers. Thor’s identity was so wrapped around his
views of what it meant to be a man
that once that was taken away, he
was unable to re-identify himself
in a positive way. He was pictured
with long greasy hair, living his life
drinking obscene amounts of beer
and playing video games. Oh yeah,
and he had a giant beer belly. Not
exactly the “Thor: a striking image
of a manly man” we had left at the
end of the last movie.
However, I loved this Thor.
This Thor I could relate to. Here
was a man who had lost everything,
who was going through stages of
shock, denial, grief and depression.
Thor even cries in this movie! His
emotional instability shows a side

of Thor’s personality that he felt
he could never show when he was
the “Thor that never loses.” But
now, Marvel let their audience see
a more realistic side of this hero,
a side that they could relate to—a
human side.
At the end of this movie, Thor
gives up his right to be King of the
Asgardians, instead giving it to one
of his fellow warriors. I think this
scene is one of the most pivotal
because it shows Thor not as a frozen character who the audience
can count on as staying exactly the
same in every movie, but as a real
human who grows and changes
with different experiences. Thor
experiences extreme grief, and
with that comes a loss of identity.
He is unable to fulfill the hypermasculine role his parents created
for him as a ruler, and he understands not only that he must give it
to someone more worthy but also
that the role must become something more, which is perhaps why
he gives it to a woman.
If Thor had seen someone use
his hammer in the first “Avengers”
movie, he would have been jealous of someone else being worthy
enough to use his special weapon,
but in “Endgame,” when he sees
Captain America easily pick up his
hammer, he just smiles.

Mara Kissinger

an avenue for support? They have
no way of knowing that though,
with nobody having any idea that it
even existed. On top of that, there is
currently no easy way that I know
of to suggest a program, or even
to bring an old one back—and not
just a club program, but an actual
one run by a teacher or counselor.
To sum up the issue, there is no
visible and easily accessible system for getting a quick rundown
of offerings on campus, there is no
way to know about past offerings
and there is no way to suggest or
bring back a program.
Now, I could very well be
wrong about us not having a way
to see old programs and bring
them back. However, there was no
apparent and simple way for me
to find that information. It is not
so much then about whether or
not it exists, but about how accessible it is. So, seeing as we have
a problem here, I would like to
propose a solution. First and foremost, there needs to be an updated
and easy-to-find list of all the programs available, including clubs,
but also support groups or extra
activities. It needs to be all in one
place as a master schedule, but
also sortable, meaning I could elect
to look up just clubs or just support groups. If one of these already
exists, I propose that it be more
often referenced and talked about
in the hundreds of school emails
that we get. Second, past programs
and clubs that used to be ongoing,
i.e. not past events that happened
on a singular day or night, should
be included on the same list. They
should all have basic descriptions
of their former function on campus.
Third, and most important,
there should be thorough interestgauging done at the beginning of

the year. The system that I would
propose for this is as follows: every
year, a master list of university-run
groups could be sent out to the
student body in a survey. Students
then pick their top three or top
five, whichever is most convenient. Then, those events or groups
should be started up for the rest
of the year, slotted into different
terms. Additionally, should a student feel that there is a real need
and interest for a vital group or
event that was not part of their top
selections, there should be a petition system that pushes the group
through with enough pledged
members or participants. All of this
should be noted in a master email
with a master link to all of these.
Now granted, this is a lot of
work that I am proposing, and
maybe there is already a similar
system in place. But it is clearly
not working properly if there is
one, because I have no idea where
to even look. Ultimately, I would
like to see gauge of interest in a
trans support group to possibly
bring it back, and I worry that
more very useful programs have
simply disappeared into the ether
because no one knows they existed. What I am proposing is a lot
of work. However, I think there
could be a lot of benefits. If we
can learn quickly and easily what
is happening when and for what, I
really do think it would help lessen
the anxiety about missing out on
something cool we just never knew
about. And sure, maybe a lot of
people wouldn’t fill out the survey
and maybe a lot of people wouldn’t
even pay attention to the email.
But I also think that that does not
mean we should not give it a try. All
I know is that I would have really
appreciated it, and I think other
people on campus would have too.

What? How? Where?

Staff Writer

______________________________________

A few weeks ago, while walking through Briggs Hall, I saw a
poster for a trans support group.
I was really excited because I
thought it would be a great opportunity for me to hang out with
other trans people and talk about
our unique struggles. I contacted
the listed leaders all pumped up,
only to find out that the poster
was left from a few years ago. Now,
aside from the fact that it should
have been taken down, it started
bothering me that the group had
been canceled, no doubt due to
lack of interest. It bothered me
not only because it was canceled,
but because I had no idea it was
something that had potential to be
brought back. It got me thinking:
how many groups and activities
have been canceled due to a lack
of interest in any given year? And
what if there was another year that
really needed that group but just
had no idea that it existed? If you
don’t know about a past offering,
there is no way that you could see
if interest was back for it.
The unique problem I see here
is that sometimes Lawrence can
feel a little like the Wild West when
it comes to groups and activities
on campus. No one is told where to
find offerings online, so most of the
interest is generated through posters scattered sporadically. You just
have to jump on the opportunity
whenever you see a poster, and
many posters, apparently, can be
from a few years ago. Not only that,
but there doesn’t really seem to
be a system through which we can
view old programs and no system
to ask for them back. What if they
had gauged interest this year and
found out that there were a lot of
trans people on campus wanting
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that makes it cool for Naruto fans
to hate all over her.
While Sasuke and Naruto are
basically living as gods in their
fighting abilities, it is remarkable
that Sakura is able to stay with
them and remain on their level of
battle abilities.
For Sakura to be a valuable
part of Team Seven even though

“Feeling the warmth of the papers
fresh from the printers.”
—Sharon Edamala

she is so often underrated, underutilized and underappreciated is
telling of her sheer strength. She
has built herself up through dedication and wit and a relentless appetite to be stronger than before. She
stands next to the future Hokage
and her future husband, matching
their same poise and power on the
battlefield.
Arguably, the fourth shinobi
war would have been lost without Sakura, as her healing medical
jutsu was so desperately needed
on the field and neither Naruto nor

Sasuke could match her swift and
adept ability to perform medical
ninjutsu.
Whether you believe the truth
that Sakura is the strongest ninja
in the ninja world or not, I hope
you can at least appreciate her
immense power that is slept on by
many Naruto fans, yourself included, for no reason other than her
modest upbringing and perhaps
her pink hair.
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“Tofu.”
—Eli Ferrell

ADVERTISE

“My crested gecko.”
—Ashlei Raifsnider

Not only do school lunches
provide the proper nutrition for
the stressful school environments
students endure, but they also are
central to the social and cultural
atmosphere of the school. School
lunch is one of the few places you
may find students practicing faith,
celebrating their cultures, sharing
with each other and developing
critical skills in socialization. The
fear of “food shaming” is larger
than a student getting their feelings hurt. Often students can face
ridicule or even pity from their
peers, which is isolating and discouraging. Other students may be
questioned endlessly about their
meal quality or size and have to
bear the stress of their parents’
financial situations from an early
age. No 10-year-old should have to
explain to their friends why they
frequently do not have a meal at
lunchtime and then sit their with
their stomachs growling while
their classmates enjoy their meals.
Some school districts are rising to the occasion to feed their
low-income students beyond their
one meal at school. The United

the
LAWRENTIAN
States Department of Agriculture
(U.S.D.A.) reports that nearly $5
million worth of school cafeteria
food is wasted every day. Some
school districts can register to be
part of a food recovery program.
These programs will often have a
Food Share Table, where students
can place recoverable foods that
they do not eat so other students
can grab them and eat them. Many
school districts will also package
up leftover food and send them
home with students that qualify
for free meals, so they can have a
pre-prepared dinner that night as
well. In 2018, the U.S.D.A. reported
that around 500 school districts
have adopted these food recovery
practices, but that is still less than
one percent of school districts in
the U.S.
Low-income families need the
government to support funding for
free school lunches for all students,
regardless of their incomes. Being
able to rely on a meal five days a
week for nine months out of the
year should be standard, since it
will give parents more room to
manage their situations at home.
No child should suffer hunger
or humiliation when they go to
lunch at school. Students need free
lunches now.
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