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Classics Dept. bring Ancient Greece and Rome back to LU

Zoe Adler
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

“Classics Week is the one
week every year that the classics department climbs out of
its hole,” said freshman classics
major McKinley Breen.
And indeed, once a year, the
classics department hosts a week
of Greek and Roman fun, including
a lecture by Assistant Professor of
Classics Adriana Brook (rescheduled to Monday, April 23 because
of the snow storm); a screening
of “Jason and the Argonauts” on
Tuesday, April 17; a night of Greek
and Roman-themed board games
in Gaming House on Wednesday,
April 18; a “Coin Petting Zoo”
featuring the Ottilia Buerger coin
collection on Thursday, April 19
and a reading of Plautus’ Roman
comedy “The Asinaria” on Friday,
April 20 in collaboration with
Prescribed Escape Productions
and Lawrence Inclusive Theater.
Brook’s talk, titled “Ancient
Heroes, Modern Soldiers: Homer,
Sophocles and the Human Cost of
Warfare,” investigates a modern
use of the classics.
“When veterans get back
from war, it can be hard to know
how to reintegrate. “The Odyssey”
provides a map for how to get
all the way back home,” Brook
explained. “Reading it together is
like learning how to read that
map.”
Her lecture will discuss how
classics can be used as a way
to begin the difficult process of
working through post-traumatic
stress disorder with veterans.
“What I wanted to drive
home in this lecture is that classics
provides these examples which
are sort of distanced. They’re
ancient [and] they’re often fictional, and so they can be easier

Greco-Roman Game Night was held in Gaming House on Wednesday, April 18.
Photo by Emma Gilshannon.

to talk about,” Brook said. “A conversation about ancient heroes is
maybe easier to approach than a
conversation about suicide rates
among veterans. And yet, it sort of
opens the door to have these challenging conversations and to use
these models, because they give
us a common vocabulary that…
creates a more comfortable space
to start that difficult emotional
work.”
The Ancient Coin Petting
Zoo, which was held from 2:30
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Thursday in
the Wriston Art Gallery, showcased coins selected by students
at Lawrence who are currently
studying the coin collection.

One such student is senior
Anna Vogel, a classics and art
history double major looking
at fifteen Julio-Claudian coins
in an independent study, which
involves “researching the iconography on the coins and then
writing up entries to be entered
into the online catalog,” Vogel
explained.
Something that might sound
bland to a STEM student is actually a huge deal for an undergraduate studying the classics.
These entries are on coins in the
Lawrence collection that have
previously gone unstudied, and
Vogel’s research will be credited
to her in the official online catalog.

The work she puts into even
one Roman coin is substantial,
Vogel explained. For example, she
has been working since February
on one particular coin that has the
date written in an unusual way.
The process of researching a
coin involves reading inscriptions,
examining imagery, interpreting
information, finding similar coins
and researching the history of the
emperor in power when the coin
was made.
“One example has a depiction
of a triumph, which was when a
Roman general celebrated a victory. It’s a coin that was minted by
Tiberius, but Tiberius never had a
triumph while he was emperor,”

Vogel said. “Then that involved
figuring out who was [Tiberius]
depicting on the coin, because it’s
obviously not himself.”
Some of these rare Greek and
Roman coins, including some that
Vogel worked with, were available to be touched and examined
by the Lawrence student body,
regardless of major.
Thanks to the weather delays,
Classics Week is extending into
a second week. The idea of the
theme week was to bring in members of the Lawrence community
who have never studied ancient
Greece and Rome and makes the
classics something accessible, fun
and interesting.

SLUG hosts interactive panel on environmental issues
Rikke Sponheim
Staff Writer

________________________
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To provide local solutions to
environmental issues and make
tackling global environmental
issues less demoralizing, an interactive panel discussion, “State
of the World: Local Solutions to
Global Environmental Issues,” was
hosted by Sustainable Lawrence
University Gardens (SLUG). This
discussion was held as a part of
Earth Week 2018 in Steitz Hall of
Science 102 at 7 p.m.
The moderator was Director
of the Warch Campus Center Greg
Griffin, who started the event by
letting the four panelists introduce themselves by saying what
they do and how they got into sustainability work. Dean Gazza is the
Director of Parks, Recreation and
Facilities Management and the
Sustainability Officer for the City
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of Appleton, and got into sustainability work because of his job.
Jeanine Knapp is the
Sustainability
Leader
at
ThedaCare, and said that working
with investments led her to study
economics and understand that
“government influence and policy
will help us move forward with
environmental policy.” Knapp has
held many positions related to
sustainability and currently oversees many sustainability initiatives in ThedaCare.
Professor of Geology and
Special Assistant to the President
Jeffrey Clark became interested in
sustainability due to having spent
a lot of time studying the earth,
which has given him a sense of
personal investment in trying to
improve the condition of the environment.
Seth Hoffmeister is the Field

See page 2
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SLUG

continued from page 1
Director for the Wisconsin League
of Conservation Voters, and he
says that working at a summer
camp introduced him to people
from that organization and gave
him the opportunity to talk to
people about conservation, which
eventually led him to his current
position.
Griffin started the discussion
by asking the panelists what they
thought the greatest opportunity
for creating change in the environment is. Hoffmeister answered
first, saying he was optimistic
about a potential for change,
and that if people become active
in the political process, a lot of
change can be made. Clark agreed
that there is a large amount of
opportunity for political growth,
but said he was worried about
unintentional apathy towards the

World

environment. Clark stated that
everyone needs to take steps to
live sustainably.
Knapp thought that much
of the work that can be done is
through working with people and
caring about others, since living a
healthy life and encouraging others to do so also means living
in a healthy environment. Gazza
thought that personal accountability was where the most opportunity for improvement was.
Gazza also says that there needs
to be more action by governments
towards creating a clean environment.
Next, the audience asked
questions. One person asked,
where the panel thought the
general mistrust of science has
come from, and how can this be
stopped? Hoffmeister said that
the root of this problem is money.
Hoffmeister went on, saying that a
lot of environmental regulations,
such as ones that are meant to

News

Compiled by Dannielle Konz
China
After a massive outcry, one of the most popular Chinese social
media networks, Sina Weibo, has reversed a controversial “cleanup campaign” that would ban gay content. On Friday, April 13,
the platform announced that any posts relating to homosexuality
would be taken down. There was a huge outpouring of posts from
outraged users protesting the decision, and the ban was reversed
on Monday, April 16. (BBC)

Great Britain
Researchers from Britain’s University of Portsmouth and the US
Department of Energy’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory
accidentally developed a plastic-eating enzyme that could potentially be used to combat pollution worldwide. The enzyme was
inadvertently engineered while conducting enzyme research in a
Japanese waste recycling center a few years ago. The findings were
published on Monday, April 16, in the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences journal, and researchers are now working
to improve the enzyme to allow it to be used industrially to break
down plastics in a fraction of the time. (CNN)

keep water clean, are ignored due
to the process of companies and
organizations giving money to
politicians.
Hoffmeister said there is a
cycle that has started since the
Citizens United decision where
politicians do not want to enforce
regulations in certain areas
because they do not want to alienate donors, so companies in those
areas give them more donations
for not enforcing these regulations. Knapp also responded, saying that a lot of people just do
not know how the environment

affects their lives. If people understand how a polluted environment
is actually affecting their health
and the health of their families,
they will put more pressure on
representatives to uphold regulations.
After several more audience
questions, Griffin had the panel
give some closing wisdom and
optimism to the audience. Gazza
said that more people should get
involved and show up to municipal meetings and talk to family
and neighbors about issues rather
than avoiding them because they

are uncomfortable. Knapp stated
that mental health matters with
how we respond to the environment and that people should take
care of each other. Clark emphasized the need for people to
become politically engaged, and
Hoffmeister said that people need
to remember that their voices
matter. “When I talk to people
and have these conversations, I’m
reminded the hope is there to
make a change,” said Hoffmeister.

Statement of Clarification

In the news article titled “Annual Cabaret performances showcase international culture,” published in
the April 13, 2018 issue, The Lawrentian quoted junior Qiushan Liu in a way that was not entirely representative of her personal viewpoint on the controversy surrounding the Tibetan flag. In an effort to clarify
her viewpoint, we have reproduced below Liu’s entire statement regarding what meaning the Tibetan flag
holds for her:
“I have reflected on a lot of things after this year’s Cabaret. First of all, I would like to acknowledge
and agree that the Tibetan flag has always had a rich cultural meaning in it. However, to me, this flag has
political meanings in many ways.
To certain people at certain occasion, the presence of the flag essentially entails Tibet’s political
appeal for independence which I respect and do not have trouble with, because everyone, Tibetan or nonTibetan, has their granted, undoubted freedom to express their political stance.
Yet, more importantly, for me as a Chinese grown up in China, the flag’s presence is political in
that this issue has been manipulated by the media from multiple sides for political purposes other than
exchanging Tibetan and non-Tibetan people’s opinions. Media, Western or not, can be very biased for
many reasons. Even though most Tibetan and non-Tibetan people hope to resolve the issue by peaceful
conversation and mutual uderstanding, thanks to the skewing of some wrong-intended media in many
countries, the misunderstanding and anger between some Tibetan and non-Tibetan people escalated to a
point where violent public unrest took place. Ten years ago, hundreds of innocent civilians, Tibetan and
non-Tibetan, were shot, slashed, and killed by purposefully incited people, resulting in broken families,
destroyed businesses, and extreme fear among people in and around Tibet. Thus, its presence reminds me
of the helpless, powerless, and desperate feelings of unable to resolve this controversy between two sides
with little or no irrelevant violence involved, especially when the tragedies may happen once again since
Tibetan independence is still an unsettled issue. Much of the loss and damage could have been avoided if
some world-famous media had used their strong political power, rather than to call for more violence and
war, to emphasize on, advocate for, and support peaceful discussion between the two sides.
I think Cabaret is an event designed to celebrate diversity and promote peace between groups. To me,
this flag seemed like a strong political statement and I felt hurt by the deeply saddening political implications of this flag.”

BLIZZARD EVELYN SHUTS
DOWN CAMPUS

Australia
Three people died in a house fire in Brisbane, Australia on Tuesday,
April 17 following reports of an explosion. Two women and a man
were found dead after neighbors called authorities about hearing a
large explosion. The fire was successfully put out and several nearby residents were evacuated. The cause of the fire is still unknown,
but the police are treating it as suspicious. (BBC)

Cuba
Canadian diplomats in Cuba will no longer be accompanied by
family members, after a series of unexplained health problems
hit the embassy. Symptoms for those afflicted include dizziness,
headaches and an inability to concentrate. Twenty-four Americans
also affiliated with the embassy in Havana fell ill last fall, prompting the US to recall all non-emergency personnel in September of
2017. There have been no new cases, but the health problems have
persisted even among those who left Cuba. Medical researchers at
the University of Pennsylvania suggest that the problems could be
some sort of “acquired” brain injury, but more research is needed
to confirm this. The ailments currently have no source but are
being investigated. (NBC)

Armenia
Armenia’s National Assembly swore in a new prime minister on
Tuesday, April 17 after days of protests. The new prime minister is
Serzh Sargsyan, the former president of Armenia who had previously said he had no intention of becoming prime minister at the
end of his second presidential term. Many Armenians wish to see a
change in the country but feel they will not have that opportunity
as long as leadership remains the same.

From Saturday, April 14 to Monday, April 16,
Lawrence was hit by the most intense snowstorm in
Appleton history—Blizzard Evelyn. Most of campus
was shut down over the weekend and classes were
cancelled on Monday as an estimated 21.2 inches of
snow blanketed the Appleton area and made travel
throughout the region dangerous.
Photo by Allegra Taylor.
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The LU Skew

Much Love, Little Lady

By Claire Zimmerman

By Celeste Reyes

Fly on the Wall
“Desire”

Tia Colbert

By Madeira Seaman

Would You
Rather

Would you rather get
attacked by amateur
jugglers or part-time
mimes?

Staff Writer
________________________________

Gordon
Not today. Not today. Why?
Whywhywhy? It’s not fair. No
seventeen-year-old – no human –
should have to deal with this.
Gordon.
Maybe if you ignore it, it will
go away. Maybe, for some reason,
this time it will work.
Gordon, Gordon, Gordon.
Ignore it. Don’t give in. Do not
give in. This does not need to be
you. You can make it out of this.
Just. ignore. it.
Gordongordon – gordongordongordon
Don’t do it. Do not. No
acknowledgement. It will go away.
Just keep quiet. Don’t open your
mouth. Keep it closed. Keep it –
“What?!”
Hungry, Gordon.
Failure. How could you? You

don’t want it to go away, do you?
“Not my problem.”
Hungry, Gordon.
“I DON’T CARE!” But you
spoke anyway. Just a little bit longer, and you could have been free.
Silence. Don’t hope. Hope is
dangerous. Just breathe through
it. It could be over. It could be –
But, Gordon.
Jesus. Of course not. Of.
course. not. “No.”
Gordon.
Deep breath. Deeper. It will
be okay. You can get rid of it. This
is temporary.
I am hungry, Gordon.
Temporary. “Fine! Fine!”
You’re condemning yourself. “Just
don’t – don’t freaking come near
me.”
Okay, Gordon.
You shove away from the
desk. Homework half done, as
always. Inch across the far wall,
eyes on it the entire time. This is
not forever. This is not –

Thank you, Gordon.
You should have known. It
lunges forward, and you have just
enough time to dive out of the
room before it can cross the floor.
You slam the door shut and pull
the lock across. The door rattles
but stays shut. You sag against the
wall, adrenaline rushing and ears
ringing and hands shaking and
legs jelly.
The door stills. You slide to
the ground. Silence ensues.
A moment.
Sorry, Gordon.
No it’s not. Don’t respond.
You can get the work from someone else. Don’t open the door. Do
not respond.
Gordon.
Leave. You need to leave. If
you just leave, this will no longer be you. An escape. Get out of
there.
Soorrryyyyy, Gordon.
Get. out. of. there.

SPORTS
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Welcome to the history books, Matt Holliday

Madeline MacLean
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Clutch, dependable, and inspirational are all words frequently used to describe senior baseball player Matthew Holliday.
Throughout his four years starting
for Lawrence University’s baseball team, Holliday has continually wowed fans with his performances in the field and at the
plate. This last Thursday, April
12, he did it all over again with a
beautifully timed walk-off single
to break the RBI (Runs Batted In)
record, boosting the Vikings to
a win over Ripon College. Upon
breaking this record, Holliday has
now become one of the best hitters Lawrence University has ever
seen. Over his collegiate career at
Lawrence, Matthew Holliday has
a .373 batting average, 167 hits
(having already broken the career
hits record at Lawrence), 40 of
those being doubles, and a .513
slugging percentage. All of these
numbers come together to mean
that he hits the ball hard, and he
hits the ball often. His numbers
are impressive, but this success
doesn’t just happen overnight. He
had to work for it his entire life.
When he was younger,
Holliday played a lot of sports,
but it wasn’t until he saw baseball
on television that he said, “That’s
what I want to do.” At age seven,
Holliday picked up a bat, knew he
wanted to be serious about it, and
started working toward building
up his prowess at the sport. At
such a young age, Holliday started playing in community baseball, worked his way through little
league and kept fine-tuning his
playing abilities.
Throughout the recruiting process, he looked at a lot
of schools, but while attending
a scouting camp called “Head
First” in Long Island, he received
a text from head baseball coach
Jason Anderson asking if he
had ever heard of Lawrence. He
hadn’t. However, after visiting,
chatting with Coach Anderson,
being offered a starting position
and getting to know some future

Senior Matt Holliday (right), one of the most prolific hitters in Lawrence history, shakes hands with sophomore Rudy Mueller-Schrader
(left).
Photo by Caroline Garrow.

us back to a 12-year-old Matthew
Holliday, one win away from the
Little League World Series. While
his team lost in the finals, it continues to be one of the “biggest
moments of [his] life.” These are
the moments he plays for. He loves
to play sports of all kinds purely
for the feeling of winning. “I love
the feeling of winning,” he said.
“You always have the opportunity
to do something that has never
been done before. That’s what I
love about sports, because you
can do that.”
Holliday went after the hit
record with all he had, and once
he obtained that goal, a little of the
pressure came off. However, while
he didn’t think too much about
the RBI record, once clinching that
record, “the monkey was off [his]
back” and he’s been able to relax
even more and focus on continu-

ing to perform and support his
team with his bat and his glove.
He is able to take a look back at his
four years playing Lawrence baseball and say, “Wow, I did this for all
four years, and now finally I can
say that I did this.” The fact that
Holliday got to pair this recordbreaking moment with his first
ever walk-off made the moment
even more awesome and special
for him.
With half of his final season playing Lawrence Baseball,
Holliday continues to work hard
and get better. When he steps on
that field, he is there to support
his pitcher, talking him up from
first base, reminding him that the
defense has his back with every
pitch. If a ball comes his way he
is “going for it no matter what,
100% every single time.” When
he steps into the box as the third

hitter for Lawrence University, he
feels the pressure, but instead of
letting it get to him, he lets it
fuel him. When he steps into the
box and the opposing pitcher is
throwing him a bunch of breaking
balls, it shows that they respect
him as a great hitter. He gets into
the box, expects the movement,
and goes after it with determination. That is how he has earned his
place on the team and the respect
of his opponents.
Congratulations on breaking the school record for RBIs,
Matthew. You will most definitely go down in history at this
school. The next home games for
Lawrence Baseball are scheduled
for Sunday, April 29 at 1 p.m. and
3 p.m. against St. Norbert College.
Come out to support the Vikings
and see Matthew Holliday in
action.

Men’s Tennis is turning up the heat for conference play

Staff Writer

___________________________________

Adding some much needed
warmth to this past weekend,
the men’s tennis team won by
over seven points in both their
games against Illinois College and
Knox. While most Lawrentians
may have been cooped up in their
rooms, watching a movie and sipping hot chocolate to stay warm,
the men’s tennis team was hard
at work. The Vikings traveled to
southern Illinois, where their first
match was played against Illinois
College. That Saturday, the Vikings
won 8-1. However, in an interview with sophomore Connor
Maloney, he stressed how difficult the match was for him, but
how he and his partner, senior
Bill Schuman-Kline, overcame that
obstacle and won their match.
Maloney said, “I think my doubles
match was the most challenging
for me. Illinois College’s doubles
pair was a formidable opponent.
They did not make very many
mistakes, so it forced [ShumanKline] and I to be more offensive
with our play.” An athlete’s ability to shift their style according
to their opponents is imperative,
but also not an easy task to do.
However, Maloney and Schuman-

“

His opponent presented
some unique challenges
and he handled them with
ease.
-Coach Francour on Andrea
Arrivella’s performance

Kline’s flexibility is what made
them the stronger of the pairs,
which then led them to victory.
The next day, the Vikings traveled two hours north to Knox. As
Maloney recounted, Knox was not
as tough of a team as their most
recent opponent, Illinois College.
He said, “Illinois College’s doubles teams were definitely stronger than Knox’s. This forced us
to be more disciplined. We could
not afford to miss as many shots
as we did against Knox.” Though
Knox was an easier team to beat,
the Vikings did not get overconfident, nor did they let their
opponent score any points. At
the end, the Vikings posted a 9-0
shut out. When interviewing head
coach Steven Francour, he commented by saying, “Knox was a

“

Kelli Quick

teammates, he found himself committed to Lawrence University to
play baseball.
Growing up, people tend to
idolize the professional players.
However, Holliday says that he
never did, but does find role models within the game. He admires
the big names like Mike Trout of
the Los Angeles Angels, or former New York Yankee Derek Jeter.
Mark Teixeira of the New York
Yankees is especially inspirational to Matthew for his insane first
baseman abilities, and he tries to
apply little things he learns from
watching him play to his own
performances at first base. While
these professional players have
shown their own form of inspiration, Holliday says that he gets the
most from his father.
Holliday has obvious gratitude
for his father’s role in his baseball
journey. He said that all he told
him was, “This is what I want to
do.” His father’s response was, “If
you’re serious, and this is what
you want to do, I will help you in
every way I can.” A soft reminiscent smile painted Holliday’s face
as he explained how his father
has been his coach and number
one fan since day one. Having that
support, coaching and inspiration
from his dad continues to fuel
Matthew’s desire to play and love
for the game. Having this intense
love for the game has led Holliday
to experience all that baseball has
to offer, from the good memories
to the injury battling moments.
Well on his way to breaking a single season hit record his
sophomore year, Holliday was
beamed in the hand with a hit up
the middle while pitching. This
injury required surgery and took
him away from baseball, creating a slight set back. However,
while this pushed him back in the
moment, he says that it made him
“want to come back and play the
game even more.” Now, he is in his
final season having already broken two career records, and has
half of his season left to play.
Success has been associated
with Matthew for the majority
of his baseball career. One of his
fondest memories actually takes

great performance, especially by
[sophomore] Andrea Arrivella.
His opponent presented some
unique challenges and he handled
them with ease.” The Vikings then
checked another win off of their
list and jumped back onto the
bus to go play at their final destination, Monmouth. Despite the
fact that the first two games of
the weekend went smoothly – the
Vikings’ opponents were no match
– the third team posed a real challenge. Was it because Monmouth
is a stronger opponent compared
to Illinois College and Knox? Could
the Vikings’ game have been
thrown off by the weather or the
fact that they had to play inside?
Maybe the answer was more simple: the Vikings had been traveling all weekend and played two

Sophomore Connor Maloney (left) and senior Bill Schuman-Kline (right) have proven a
formidable doubles team. They went undefeated over the weekend.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke.

games already, with one being on
that very same day, and for whatever reason, the game was a nailbiter. The Vikings lost two out of
the three doubles matches, and
were starting to trail behind, but
the team pulled together, until,
finally, the scoreboard read 4-4.
Now it was all up to Maloney.
Even with the possibilities of victory or defeat pulsating through
his hands, Maloney took hold of
the situation and did not dare
to blink. He ended up winning
the match 6-2, making the overall

score 5-4, with yet another win for
the Vikings. Coach Francour commented by saying, “It was impressive to see the team persist and
capture the win. For the future, we
still need to remain focused mentally and continue to improve.”
The Vikings move to 11-7
overall and 5-1 in the conference.
They play next at Lake Forest on
Saturday, April 21 at 9 a.m.
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Wyatt Lee

Janusiak shatters his own 5,000 record

Sports Editor

____________________________________

Once again, the spotlight
belongs to none other than senior
Josh Janusiak, who has established himself as the most dominant distance runner in Lawrence
history. Janusiak and sophomore
Joe Kortenhof ran the 5,000 at the
UW-Platteville Invitational last
weekend, where Janusiak chewed
through the 5,000 in 14:42.86,
shattering his own record—which
he set in 2017— by over 20 seconds. “I feel a certain kind of freedom now that I am only trying to
break my own records,” Janusiak
said, “Personally, I am a runner
who does the best with the least
amount of external pressure,
(I have enough of it in my own
mind), so I am kind of relieved
that I am competing with many
of my own times at this point.

This past year, I’ve also been putting a lot more focus on the ‘little
things’ like doing planks, putting
more effort into lifting, nutrition,
sleep, etc.”
Janusiak’s time clocks in at
23 overall nationally. “I also have
my sights set on qualifying for
Nationals in the 10,000 meter
since that is definitely my best distance. I think it would be cool to
win both the 5,000 meter and the
10,000 meter. I think it would be
cool to win both… at Conference
this year as well.” Of course,
Janusiak is only half of Lawrence’s
one-two punch in the distance
races. Kortenhof can fly as well.
At the UW-Platteville Invitational,
he finished 58th with a time of
15:33.45. Kortenhof is a high level
in his own right, but moreso he’s a
great teammate and training partner. “Joe is very helpful as a teammate. This past indoor track sea-

Softball splits games with Ripon

Molly Doruska
Staff Writer

____________________________________

It was a rough weekend
weather-wise for the Lawrence
University softball team as the
blizzard caused them to postpone their two doubleheaders
scheduled for this past weekend.
However, they were able to get
two games in against Ripon on
Wednesday, April 11, before all
the snow started falling.
In the first game of the double header, Ripon struck first in
the fourth inning to take the lead
1-0, but the Lady Vikes bounced
back with a huge fifth inning.
Lawrence scored six runs in the
inning off of a fielder’s choice RBI
for junior Rachel Urich, an RBI
single by sophomore Amanda
Karnatz, a two-RBI triple by sophomore Maria Reiter, a sacrifice fly
by sophomore Lexi Angemi and
an RBI single by junior Madeline
MacLean. The Lady Vikes gave
up one run in the bottom of the
inning but went on to win by a
margin of 6-2.
Overall, both Reiter and
Karnatz went 2-3 at the plate in
the game. Reiter had a double
and a triple while Karnatz added
in a stolen base. Freshman Ceara
Larson also tripled in the game.
MacLean pitched a complete game
for Lawrence, allowing only eight
hits over seven innings.
In the second game, Lawrence
got out to an early 1-0 lead in
the third inning off of Reiter’s
RBI-single that scored Urich. The
Lady Vikes added another run in
the top of the fourth inning to
make the score 2-0 off of an RBIsingle by junior Sophie Pedersen.
However, Ripon responded in the
second half of the inning to cut the

Lawrence lead to 2-1. Ripon would
add another run in both the sixth
and the seventh innings and go on
to win the game 3-2. Sophomore
Emilia Jackson pitched this game
for Lawrence, allowing nine hits
and one earned run while striking out two.
Reiter was a huge contributor to the Lady Vikes’ offense over
their last few games. She says, “I
made a few tweaks to my swing
that helped me to be more successful this past week. I’ve tried to
be more patient at the plate and
more selective of the pitches that
I swing at.”
With the split double header,
Lawrence’s record stands at 7-13
overall and 1-3 in the conference.
Going forward, the team hopes to
make a run. As Reiter explains,
“All the games we play are important, but our conference record
determines if we make it to the
Midwest Conference Tournament.
Our number one goal is to make
it to the Midwest Conference
Tournament. Another goal our
team strives for is to be more
aggressive both offensively and
defensively.” The Lady Vikes currently sit eighth in the conference
with the top four advancing, so
look for some strong performances coming up.
Lawrence also hopes for better weather for the rest of the
season as their ever-changing
schedule is challenging athletically and academically. “We don’t
have any specific tricks or superstitions, but we are keeping our
fingers crossed that we won’t have
to reschedule many more games
due to the weather, because many
of our games have already been
rescheduled” added Reiter.

son, for example, I wasn’t feeling
very motivated, but Joe had a really impressive season and that kept
me on my toes. There were a few
races when I felt like giving up or
slowing down, but Joe would take
the lead and push the pace, so I
knew I had to go with him and I
ended up pushing myself (with his
help) to a lot of PR’s and records.
I know I wouldn’t have run as fast
in the indoor season if Joe hadn’t
been competing so well. Joe is also
very focused as an athlete and his
whole lifestyle revolves around
being a healthy person and competitor, so he is a good role model
for our team.”
Janusiak is gearing up to make
a run at his goal of competing at
Nationals by travelling to Azusa,
California on Thursday, April 19 to
compete at the Bryan Clay Invite.
He has a unique opportunity to
represent the Lawrence athletic

community across the country,
and will undoubtedly need all the
extra juice he can get. “I would just
like to say that the support that
students, professors, and coaches have shown me at Lawrence
has been amazing! Even though it
may seem pretty inconsequential
to say, ‘Good job at the meet!’ or
to ask me how my race went, little
things like this play a huge role in
my motivation to keep performing at a high level. I want other
people on campus to know that I
am very impressed with the wide
variety of talents and skills that
Lawrentians have (even if they are
not as easily categorized or measurable as running), and I hope
that we all keep trying to become
the best we can be at the things
we love to do, even if we have to
struggle through the occasional
rough patch!”

Q&A with Head Coach Jason Fast
Wyatt Lee
Sports Editor

____________________________________

Jason Fast, head coach of the
men’s and women’s track and field
teams, took some time to answer
some questions about his team’s
performance this past weekend,
which included first place finishes
by sophomores Will Nichols, who
won the 100 meter with a time
of 11.44, and Mikaela Hintz, who
won the 400 meter with a time
of 1:03.55, as well another record
breaking performance from Josh
Janusiak.
Wyatt Lee: Will Nichols had
a productive weekend, nabbing
another first place finish. Can
you briefly comment on Will as a
sprinter and comment about how
he performed this weekend? What
do you expect from him going forward?
Jason Fast: Will is a great competitor; he wants to win every
race he runs. I’m confident he’ll
be competing to be one of the best
100 and 200 meter runners in our
conference once our championship rolls around.
WL: Mikaela Hintz had a first
place finish herself in the 400
meter, as well as a top three finish
as part of her relay. Can you comment on her part in scoring on the
women’s side?
JF: This was a great race for
Mikaela. She dominated the race
from the gun. Once she gets some

better conditions and competition
her times will really start to drop.
I’m excited to see what the rest of
the season holds for her.
WL: Josh Janusiak has been
outstanding this year, setting
another school record last weekend. What makes Janusiak so special? Can you describe his personality and running style?
JF: Josh is an exceptional competitor and, personality-wise, he’s
a fun guy who has a great sense
of humor. On top of all of that
he works extremely hard. One of
his best attributes though is how
much he buys into our program
and what we expect of our student-athletes in order to be great.
He follows the program both at
practice and not at practice. He
makes the choices necessary to be
great every day.
WL: What can you expect from
the team moving forward and
towards conference competition?
JF: We want to build off this
great week of performances and
continue to improve and be at
our best once the conference
and national championships roll
around.
WL: Is there anything else
you’d like to add or any other athletes who deserve recognition for
their work this past week?
JF: Brielle Petit had another
huge PR in the hammer throw and
has increased her PR by over six
meters to start the season!
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Holliday By the
Numbers

101

167

Career RBIs
(1st All Time)

Career Hits
(1st All Time)

40

.373

Career Doubles
(1st All Time)

Photo by Caroline Garrow.

Career Batting Average
(3rd All Time)

STANDINGS
SOFTBALL
TEAM
MWC
Lake Forest
4-0
Grinnell
5-1
Illinois
5-1
Cornell
3-1
Ripon
5-3
Monmouth
3-3
St. Norbert
2-2
Lawrence
1-3
Beloit
0-6
Knox
0-8

OVR
16-8
16-5
13-7
15-11
11-15
14-10
6-12
7-13
3-23
4-18

MEN’S TENNIS
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Grinnell
5-0
17-4
Lake Forest
5-1
11-7
Lawrence*
5-1
11-7
Illinois
3-3
8-7
St. Norbert
3-3
8-8
Monmouth
2-3
4-11
Cornell
1-4
2-13
Ripon
1-5
1-13
Knox
0-5
0-12
*Clinched spot in MWC
Tournament
BASEBALL
North Division
TEAM
MWC
St. Norbert
4-0
Lawrence
1-1
Ripon
1-1
Beloit
0-4
South Division
Grinnell
7-4
Monmouth
5-3
Illinois
3-2
Cornell
4-6
Knox
2-6

OVR
15-5
8-11
4-12
11-11
10-14
16-8-1
12-8
10-15
9-14

Standings are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
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Peter Lagershausen

Pushing the conventions of the recital

Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

As many of us in the Conservatory plan our
recitals, there is a lot that we take for granted.
With a rigidly defined "standard repertoire" and
rules of concert etiquette, some are beginning to
think that the dynamism of classical music is being
stifled. How can students like us at the beginning
of our careers keep this vibrant tradition fresh and
relevant?
On Sunday, April 8, senior Ethan Valentin presented a recital that was as powerful symbolically
as it was musically. It challenged us to think about
what our choice of repertoire says about us as performers, what conventions should be broken and
diversity in classical music today.
Bringing together a live painter and musicians from every corner of the Conservatory,
his senior experience project, "Identity," was an
impressive display of musical collaboration that
presented new music from composers of various
backgrounds.
"It was a demonstration of how cool a concert can be when you're doing something new and
that your audience hasn’t heard before," Valentin
said. "I wanted to get away from what's standard."
"Identity" filled Harper Hall well past half capacity,
a feat showing that experimentation and collaboration are things that draw people to a concert.
When asked about the "behind the scenes" of
the concert, Valentin mentioned entrepreneurial
skills he had to develop. "Preparing this concert
involved a lot of stuff that we are going to end up
doing as musicians that we don’t get hands on
practice with," he said.
"Programming a concert that’s not just a
solo recital takes into account what instruments
are available, advertising and doing collaborations with other disciplines." This suggests that
progressive rethinking of the recital also needs to
take place at an institutional level, congruent with
Lawrence's stated mission of developing "21st cen-

tury musicianship" in a world of more independent
and diverse musicians.
Perhaps the main event at the recital was a
new work by composer alumnus Nebal Maysaud
‘17, Decolonized Arabesques. "With this piece,
Ethan and I have now worked on over an hour
of music together," Maysaud said. "The piece was
written entirely in the Arab traditional fashion,
with European sounding sections being mere hints
of an occidental flair."
Historically, an arabesque has been a poor
imitation of Middle Eastern music; prodding at this
concept, tonal-sounding sections of the piece are
titled "Eurobesque." The programming of this work
can be seen as representing composers who are
expressing their own heritage, in contrast to what
Maysaud calls “insulting displays of exoticism.”
The recital deconstructed some of the more
arbitrary concert formalities. Valentin said, "I was
very specific about no concert black. Just be comfortable and confident. And I felt like having improvised interludes and live painting made it easy for
the audience to enjoy the concert from beginning
to end instead of the thing where you sit down, you
clap, you wait for the next piece to start."
One obstacle classical musicians face is that
the tradition of the recital can seem "stuffy" to new
audiences. Subtle changes to the tradition can have
a profound effect in dispelling notions of elitism.
Maysaud had a similar take, believing that we must
"reevaluate our recital spaces and repertoire," to
break down the "classist distinction between the
elite who listen to classical music, and the lay people who listen to popular music."
One's reaction to Valentin's recital might
include pointing to the trope of "dead white guys."
Valentin joked, "If you invite all white people to a
potluck, you're going to have a lot of potato salad."
However, for any performer who gasps at the
thought of giving up standard repertoire, Valentin
does not think we need to abandon this tradition
entirely.
He said, "There's never going to be anything

Senior Ethan Valentin explains the concepts behind “Identity.”
Photo by David Baldwin.

that makes me stop loving Beethoven, but I don’t
think its super interesting to present just that
music." A musical innovator might not choose to
avoid standard repertoire, but instead program it
alongside emerging composers of color.
That is exactly the kind of work Valentin does.
He said, "We need to go farther and find new music
by people of color because there's just less of it due
to structural power dynamics." With the primary
audience of classical music being white and aging,
we will need to push boundaries of what we perform to keep it relevant.
Maysaud believes that doing this involves
eliminating our concept of genre. He said, "Genres
inherently have their own target audience, and
when we decolonize the concept of genre, we are
then free to decide who our target audience is and
tailor a concert familiar to them."
Acting on this ideology as a performing artist, he said, involves "finding your target audience,

making sure they're underrepresented and getting
to know them deeply and intimately." He cautioned
that this shouldn’t be done simply for diversity's
sake, adding that we should work "with them, not
for them."
Going through such a process may seem
daunting for a musician, and there's always the
temptation to stick with doing recitals the way
they've always been done. For some inspiration,
Maysaud had a particularly colorful musing: "Can
you imagine a benefit concert for trans equality
that starts with an opera scene, followed by punk
rock, a string quartet playing to an electronica/
hip-hop fusion, then a sonic meditation before finishing off with a new symphony written by a trans
lesbian?" It's food for thought.
Those interested can contact nmaysaud@
gmail.com for updates on his upcoming album,
“Songs of Love and Sin.”

Hidden Figures of Lawrence: Ann Parmentier
Karina Barajas
Columnist

__________________________________

Although snow during spring sometimes
makes me blue, it is nice to venture out to Warch
and see friendly, familiar faces. This week’s hidden
figure is hard working and full of life. I met her at
the performing arts scene shop while she was taking class. Ann Parmentier is the lead custodian at
Warch Campus Center. Some students may catch
her working from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. while others may
know her as a fellow student.
Parmentier collaborates with six other custodians in communications, scheduling, executing
work orders and figuring out vacation time. “I try
to keep the place in best condition as I possibly
can,” commented Parmentier. She attended two
years of college, is an alum of Lawrence and took
courses at the University of Wisconsin-Fox Valley
in Menasha. She will have worked at Lawrence nine
years this June.
Her favorite part of working at Lawrence
is being able to take interesting classes. She has
been attending classes mostly at the Music and
Performing Arts Conservatory as long as she has
been working. This term she is taking Set Design
with Keith Pitts.
This will be her 19th class. Her strength is in
music and drama, specifically costume design. She
has been doing costume design for most of her life.
She had to take a break from costume design when
she was studying psychopharmacology, but after
she dropped out, rediscovered her passion. “That
is where my heart is and I feel at home in that element,” adds Parmentier.

Lead Custodian Ann Parmentier.
Photo by Hannah Burgess.

The “Lawrence Difference,” according to
Parmentier, is that “the faculty at Lawrence take
their job to heart and support their advisees
beyond their years at Lawrence. That is an awesome thing.”
In addition, Parmentier admires the ambition
Lawrentians have to change the world. “They have
yet to meet the road blocks the generation before
them has encountered and are bound and determined to make a difference. The other important
thing is the incredible talent we have here, so many
of our students are going to make a name for themselves because they are that good!”
Outside of Lawrence, Parmentier enjoys vari-

/Lawrentian

ous activities such as gardening, sewing and quilting. She also owns a cottage up north and enjoys
taking hikes, being outside and spending time with
her three children.
Two of her children graduated from Lawrence
and are currently pursuing their master’s degrees
at UW-Madison. Her youngest is studying to
become a pharmacist at Drake University in Des
Moines, Iowa.
Parmentier loves to travel as well. She loves
Alaska, as she has been there four times and will be
there for her fifth time this summer. “It is a beautiful state, the mountains make you feel insignificant
and the landscape is awesome!” adds Parmentier.

@TheLawrentian

She also loves Europe and plans on going to Italy
in the fall of 2019 when her daughter finishes her
PhD in Pharmacy.
Prior to working at Lawrence, Parmentier
owned her own embroidery and sewing business,
worked in a paper mill and knitting mill and made
baskets for a local grocery store. Through her job,
Parmentier has learned how little respect people
have for one another. “People are condescending
and have little respect for custodians or people
who pick up after them, which is upsetting in
today’s world,” Parmentier expounded.
Despite how she is sometimes treated,
Parmentier wants people to know it does not get
to her. “I’m a fun, nice person. I very much like to
get joy out of life.”
When asked what she has been sewing recently, Parmentier responded, “I am working on a
quilt for my daughter, Stevi, using a picture my
daughter, Andi, took of Polychrome Pass in Denali
National Park, Alaska. Other projects I have worked
on have been mending clothes and doing alterations for students. In fact, the suit Assistant to the
President and Secretary to the Board of Trustees,
Jake Woodford, wore for his interview for the job
he now has at Lawrence, I did the alterations on.”
When asked about her inspiration, Ann
replied, “I am inspired by people who lead by
example, do good things for others and try to better people’s lives.”
Parmentier is someone who betters people’s
lives by making Warch a clean and comfortable
home away from home for students and safe space
for faculty, staff and alumni. She is also intellectually curious and that is inspiring to students who
come to Lawrence. We should appreciate that she
is someone we can expect to see every day with a
warm and positive attitude.

@The_Lawrentian
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Up-Clothes and Personal: Chandra Jakle
Katie Mueller

Columnist
______________________________

I have wildly cared about clothing my whole life.
From spending hours of my childhood afternoons
putting together outfits, to ceaselessly chopping up
skirts and dresses to make my own creations, I spent
a lot of my childhood thinking about clothing. My
identity has largely, and unknowingly, been represented through clothes. Through this column, I hope
to showcase my fellow Lawrentians’ understands
of clothing, dissecting the nuts and bolts of what
personal style is, and seeking out stories about how
identity informs style and how the reverse also functions. Style is about so much more than just clothes.
It is one of the most visual ways we pronounce our
own identities.
Junior Chandra Jakle keeps his space, much
like his style, clean and put-together. Bob Dylan’s
1964 “The Times They Are A-Changin’” album
hangs next to a giant, magenta-tinted poster of
Eleven from the show “Stranger Things.” The saturated and bright poster of Eleven stood out as the
focal point amongst the muted colors that marked
Jakle’s space. From sitting in his room it was clear
that his style strives to be purposefully understated, but carefully hand-picked.
Jakle was quick to say that he didn’t really see
himself as having that much of a stand-out style. To
Jakle, his deeper investment in clothing has been
a recent development. He initially attributed this
new investment to his studying abroad in Berlin.
He explained this shift as he stated, “The way
I dressed started to change because in Berlin we
were supposed to blend in. We literally flew out to
the study abroad program as their fashion week
was ending, which was overwhelming. Fortunately,
it turned out the European style that was in fashion while I was there really matched what I already
liked.”
The part of this European style that Jakle identified with the most was a sense of minimalism
and functionality through clothes. Jakle explained
that, “I like a lot of basic pieces. I don’t like graphic
t shirts. I have a lot of white and black t-shirts and
I’ll wear a plain button-up in a solid color. I do like
printed shirts sometimes, like the one I’m wearing
now. But even this shirt still isn’t overwhelming
and doesn’t feel too done-up.”
As a trans man, finding clothing that fits what
Jakle likes, as well as his body, can be challenging.

Tashi Haig

Junior Chandra Jakle in his room.
Photo courtesy of Chandra Jakle.

Jakle pulled out a deer-printed button-up to provide an example of this situation. Jakle had altered
this button-up by shortening the sleeves and altering the lapels of the shirt so that it would have a
mandarin collar.
Jakle explained why he liked his alterations
to the shirt. “Being trans has a lot to do with my
style because I didn’t know how to dress, especially
when I wasn’t comfortable with my body. I love this
shirt because it’s so Midwestern trashy and it’s a
good reflection of how I grew up; it just didn’t fit
me right. Since I have the freedom to make alterations to my clothes, I have autonomy and control
over how I look. It’s a good translation of how I feel

on the inside.”
The memories Jakle has associated with clothing and fashion are largely shaped by his identity as a trans man growing up in lower income.
Jakle stated, “Style and aesthetic have been weird
because it’s always assumed that you have to have
money to acquire a pleasing aesthetic. Being lower
income meant I didn’t have the privilege to care
about how I looked, or even to worry about what it
means to care about that.”
Jakle went on to explain that growing up he
felt a lot of frustration towards the clothes he’d
been given to wear. None of the clothing his mother
would give him was what he envisioned for him-

for Colston to explore her identity and her passion for social justice, Colston also encountered
negative experiences on and off campus due to
her identity.
“Though I recognize that my identities have
worked intersectionally in order to shape my time
at Lawrence, I felt most isolated and targeted for
being a black person in a very white space. During
my freshman year, I experienced very blatant racism in the city of Appleton as well as on campus.
From having to protest an anti-black fraternity
party to being spat on while walking to Walgreens,
I, along with my black friends and sorority members, were reminded that our blackness was juxtaposed with inferiority every day,” said Colston.
A driven activist already, Colston fought against
discrimination and for her community as founder
and president of All Is One (AIO): Empowering
Young Women of Color, chapter president of the
Beta Psi Nu sorority, chair of the Committee on
Diversity Affairs (CODA), student representative
of the President's Committee on Diversity Affairs
(PCDA), CORE leader and treasurer of the Black
Student Union, as well as a board member on the
Fox Cities Celebrate Diversity Board.
Colston said it was “because of the large
amount of pain I experienced in such a short period of time that I was able to find my love and passion for social justice organizing.”
Colston’s experiences with these organizations
lead to the foundation of the LLC Colston currently

directs, Brown Girl Recovery (BGR), in 2014 during
her senior year.
Colston said that its original mission as an oncampus group was “to be a peer-to-peer counseling
collective for women of color at Lawrence in light
of a beloved counselor of color – the only counselor
of color – no longer working at Lawrence.”
After graduating in 2015, Colston worked as
a youth program coordinator at the Sadie Nash
Leadership Project and as the Director of Youth
Programming at the Governors Committee for
Scholastic Achievement. In 2017, however, Colston
re-visited Brown Girl Recovery. “After deciding to
register BGR as an official LLC…I took a step back
from youth work and into a higher-level position as a school programs coordinator with the
Dreamyard Project in the Bronx. I now both executively direct BGR and our team of over 20 folks, as
well as coordinate with Dreamyard,” Colston said.
Brown Girl Recovery’s new mission as it relocated to the Bronx was to provide healing and support services to femmes and women of color ages
18-35 in uptown New York City areas.
Colston went on to explain that the Bronx
houses the poorest congressional district in the
United States, the 15th Congressional District,
where median household income was under
$40,000 in 2018. “Bronx residents, particularly
women and mothers of color, struggle to find
resources in the community to fit basic family
needs,” Colston stated.

self. After coming out, Jakle said things started to
change.
Jakle said, “The interesting thing is that now
that I’ve come out of the closet as trans and she
sees me as her son, she’s 100 percent better at
buying me clothes. All of the nice things I own are
from her as gifts. It’s like something just clicked.
My mom and I have an interesting relationship,
but I think one of our medians is clothes. People
have their languages in different ways. Mine is just
clothes.”
Not only is Jakle interested in the clothes he
changes in and out of every day, but he is also
invested in the more permanent aspects of style.
Specifically, through tattoos. Jakle has multiple
tattoos.
One of the larger tattoos on his forearm is
a handful of cornflowers, the national flower of
Germany. Jakle explained that, “I designed it in
Berlin because I wanted a tattoo to take back with
me. I like tangible souvenirs, but I felt a better gift
to myself was to take a part of Berlin with me that
I can never take off. There’s a permanency that I
always want to have with Berlin. My tattoo is black
and white, but the cornflower is really beautiful in
person because it has this deep blue in the petal.”
Overall, while Jakle’s outfits still have color to
them, it’s much more about how those colors play
off of each other. Much like his blank ink tattoos
that tell colorful stories, Jakle’s style is all about
layers.
Jakle stated, “I like the juxtaposition between
who I am and who I look like. I’m directing how I
present in these spaces and I like being a surprise
for people because that means I’m breaking their
expectations and that means they can get to know
me more.”
All in all, Jakle’s functional and put-together
style is streamlined as a constant way for him to
explore his own evolution. Jakle stated, “Every
day it’s different because I don’t know who I’ll be.
That’s not to say I’m a completely different person,
but my style adjusts a little every day. In this way,
I allow myself to grow much faster than I would’ve
before. I’ve changed a great deal in just the past
year.”
If you’re interested in being a part of this project, please feel more than free to contact me at
katherine.a.mueller@lawrence.edu to set up a time
for an interview.

Alumni Angle: Brienne Colston

Columnist

_______________________________________________

Lawrence University’s student body is characterized by a passion for activism and standing
up for one another. One such example of this attitude can be seen in alumna Brienne Colston ’15.
Colston describes herself as a “fat, black, poor,
queer femme” and explains how experiences relating to this identity during her time at Lawrence
lead to her current position as founder and director of Brown Girl Recovery LLC and community
activist in the Bronx, NY.
Having received the Posse Foundation scholarship, a full-tuition, four-year scholarship offered
to high school seniors who were community leaders, Colston came to Lawrence and graduated as a
gender studies major. Colston had several factors
which drove her interest in gender studies.
“Because I was super involved in a young
women's leadership program that infused identity
with social justice programming, I was naturally
interested in learning about gender and sexuality.
I had also recently come out as queer to my mom
in the first term of my freshman year and was seriously seeking other LBGTQIA community members. Being supported by Helen Boyd Kramer was
integral to my early years as an out, queer, black
femme,” Colston noted.
While Lawrence offered many opportunities

After conducting interviews throughout the
community, she and other youth workers tried
to understand what was causing these problems.
“Understanding why meant breaking down issues
like gentrification and seeing how unwanted evictions due to rising rent were displacing families
and taking youth out of school. The reentry process
for youth returning to school proved to be difficult,
often filled with visits by social workers. This trend
has continued in places like Washington Heights,
Harlem and the South Bronx, where developers are
taking over beloved community spaces and transforming these neighborhoods. These are only a
small piece of a larger system that continues to fail
black and brown people collectively, and systematically discriminate against black and brown femmes
and women,” said Colston.
Seeing the struggles of communities oppressed
by the continued presence of systemic racism,
Colston concluded that “BGR aims to create avenues of support…through innovative and social justice-based programming, workshops and events.
We envision a strategic and united network of
black and brown women committed to creating
community, love and healing in their local neighborhoods. We envision the Bronx and northern
Manhattan as sites of intentional love and healing
for its community members.”
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Deep Listeners provide
meditation
Carl Johnson
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Matt Blair
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

________________________

“Shadow Sets”
I have never heard a solo
piano record quite like Matt
Blair’s. The alum, who graduated last year, began the process
of creating this album while still
an undergrad, composing the
pieces and debuting selections
at his senior recital last spring.
Produced by Dave King of The
Bad Plus, it stands out in two
ways – as a record that exhibits
tremendous starkness and as a
document of Blair’s transition out
of the Lawrence music scene.
Musically and sonically,
“Shadow Sets” sets itself apart
from other solo jazz piano forays
because of its overall sensibility.
Throughout, silence and a delicate
touch had me at the edge of my
seat, with dense masses of energy
between each of the ideas. Many
of its eight tracks were subdued
in their slower tempos which contain lots of space, but this often
led to a tense, unsettling mood
rather than a tranquil one. King’s
production helped these vibes
blossom even more, the sound
of the mechanics from the piano
seeping into the warmness of analog tape with its perfections and
imperfections. “Shadow Sets” is a
testament to how much of a role
the aesthetics of production and
recording play in the final work.
In Blair’s case, the production was
a way to differentiate his album
using other aspects besides solely
the music.
The debut album also holds
a lot of weight in the context of
its creation, as it bridges the gap
between his undergrad music
studies and his career as a freelance musician directly after.
While conceived at Lawrence, the
idea for “Shadow Sets” made a
huge leap forward with the addition of King to its process; King is
a huge influence of Blair’s. Even
separated from the music that fills
it, “Shadow Sets” represents the
accelerated journey Blair is on
and how quickly he has made an
impact in the world and music
scene that is so near and dear to
his heart. With the background
and music together, the record is a
pure, captivating snapshot of Blair
jumping from his foundation.
Purchase the album in digital
or physical formats here: mattblair.bandcamp.com/releases/.
Live at Lawrence University
Matt Blair was scheduled
to play a set as part of the 602
Club’s concert, THAW: Sounds To
Leave The Winter Blues Behind.
Ironically, the concert was cancelled due to the blizzard. Stuck in
Appleton and still wanting to play,
an off-campus house hosted him,
pulling together an impromptu
show of Blair on Fender Rhodes/

electronics, seniors Nathan
Montgomery on guitar/vocals and
Adam Friedman on percussion/
electronics, and yours truly on
guitar/electronics. While Blair’s
solo set was the centerpiece and
reason for the whole concert,
the short sets combined with his
to create a unique atmosphere
that has been, for the most part,
non-existent these past couple of
years. It avoided the party ambiance, but it also avoided the more
formal aspects of performances in
Harper Hall and the like, leaving
the musicians and audience with a
laid-back space between environments which complimented the
music well, and vice versa.
While “Shadow Sets” was
recorded solely with acoustic
piano, Blair’s tour had him on
an alternate setup of both Fender
Rhodes and amplified chimney
sweep through a pedalboard. The
change in palette allowed him to
explore new dimensions of his
playing and compositions that
he has been immersed in live
since their premiere. The opening piece immediately showed
this recent development. Thick
swaths of distorted frequencies
coated the living room for most
of it, with another section composed of harmonic scrapes and
squeaks coming from Piezo contact mics adhered to various parts
of the Rhodes. While this partially
improvised soundscape created a
much different context than the
record, it fed well into the rest of
the set made up of three tunes
from the album as well as an untitled new composition. The live
rendition of the title track had
an improvisatory element with
Blair incorporating the unexpectedly warm sound of the chimney
sweep into the resonant grittiness
of the Rhodes.
For the other pieces, the
Rhodes’ character and timbre
brought his writing into a new
place – for example, the song “I
wish it were august again” became
a bit more jolting and unpredictable. Its two simple ideas, dripping with buzzing frequencies,
were hardly discernible when not
presented on an acoustic piano.
A new dimension of his compositions also came through in his
decisions to heavily affect the
Rhodes with pedals or to focus on
its sound alone. While the former
abstracted his writing to the point
where moments sounded completely new and separate from
their original live recordings, both
the effects and the latter maintained the restrained and haunting spirit that he had previously
evoked with his music. There was
deviation within static. It is always
an influential experience hearing how an artist translates their
past work and studio sound into
a new live set, and Blair’s recent
tour was no exception. For future
shows, visit his calendar at mattblairmusic.net/calendar/.

Last Thursday, I attended
“Oceans of Sound,” an event put on
by the Deep Listeners of Lawrence
University. The event took place
in the racquetball courts in the
Wellness Center. What is deep listening? This is a question that I’m
still not entirely sure I have an
answer to, despite having done
deep listening almost every class
period for a course called The
Entrepreneurial Musician. Deep
Listening.org gives the following
blurb: “Deep Listening explores
the difference between the involuntary nature of hearing and the
voluntary, selective nature – exclusive and inclusive – of listening.
The practice includes bodywork,
sonic meditations, interactive performance, listening to the sounds
of daily life, nature, one’s own
thoughts, imagination and dreams
and listening to listening itself.”
The deep listening performed
in “Oceans” was much more of a
sonic meditation. Walking into the
Wellness Center, classic gym mats
were laid out in a giant square in
the middle of the gym. I walked in
moments before the performance,

and to my surprise, around fifty
people were comfortably laying
down, getting ready to relax and
hear some interesting sounds. The
setup of “Oceans” was really quite
interesting. The members of the
deep listening crew, while initially
walking in rotations around the
mats with ringing bells, were playing various instruments and singing inside the racquetball courts.
Inside the racquetball courts was
a pair of microphones, which were
hooked up to a sound system in
the gym. The courts, for those
who have never been inside them,
are quite acoustically vibrant. As
a result, the sounds coming from
“Oceans” were incredibly reverberant and sweeping – which
made the name even more suitable.
As I mentioned earlier, the
start of the event was marked by
the Deep Listeners ringing various
bells and walking around the audience in circles. Sometime later,
they wandered into the racquetball court and continued to play
the bells, gradually transitioning
to singing as other instruments
started to come in. At some points,
I heard the sound of a harp. Other
times, there was an electric guitar

and bass, or occasionally there
was the low blow of a digeridoo.
“Oceans of Sound” itself was a
unique piece of music. Deep listeners often view their “performances” as compositions, yet it
was also an auditory experience.
Throughout the event, various
sounds and textures washed in
and out, much like the waves of an
ocean. At some points there were
vocal harmonies, at others the
harp would play a groove while a
digeridoo honked out a low note.
The deep listeners were practiced enough at improvising and
creating new compositions. This
practice showed in the seamless
transitions throughout the event.
It is hard to describe everything I
heard, especially when there was
not a program or even more than
one piece; sounds merely transitioned in and out. For me, the
event was less musical and more
meditative, and I heard a lot of
simple and beautiful sounds coming from the racquetball court. By
the time the ringing of the bells
signaled that it was over, I was sad
to leave.

Album Review
“Currents” by
Tame Impala
Jay MacKenzie
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

There are a number of artistic works – movies, musical compositions or albums, paintings, et
cetera – that have made such a
strong impression on me that I
find myself returning to them over
and over. “Currents,” the third studio album from the Australian
band Tame Impala, is one such
work.
When
“Currents”
was
released in 2015, it divided Tame
Impala’s fan base. While the
group’s first two albums could
be comfortably classified as psychedelic rock, “Currents” incorporated synth, psych-pop and even
new-wave elements in nearly
every track, and while it is arguably just as ‘psychedelic’ as its
predecessors, the album was still
an unwelcome stylistic departure
for many fans. As a long-time
admirer of Tame Impala, I instantly disagreed with the detractors,
and three years later, “Currents”
is still my favorite Tame Impala
project as well as one of my alltime favorite albums.
I’ll begin by addressing an
aspect of the album that serves as
an entry point for what I believe
to be both a major strength

and weakness. The vocal work
in “Currents” is its major weak
point. Nearly every lyrical track
features the same remote, nasally
falsetto of front man Kevin Parker.
Parker’s voice is usually digitally
altered to give the impression that
he is singing to you from the opposite end of a massive, empty room.
His melodies all have a similarly broad, yawning cadence, and
although this style has become a
defining feature of Tame Impala’s
music, I feel that it does not
mesh well with the synth-driven
grooves that are found throughout
“Currents.” The lyrics often seem
to sit on top of the rest of the
mix, without adding much in the
way of counterpoint or texture.
However, the lyrics themselves are
rich with meaning, and if listened
to carefully can contribute greatly
to one’s experience of “Currents.”
The narrative of “Currents”
follows a person who decides to
make a major change in their life
and leave a former lover. Their
perspective on life shifts, but after
a period of introspection and
reflection – explored on tracks
like “Past Lives” and “The Less I
Know The Better” – the narrator
realizes that they are still essentially the same as before. They
long for their former lover and
begin to dwell on the same inse-

curities that caused them to leave
their lover in the first place.
The takeaway, in my eyes
at least, is that painful change,
insecurity and self-doubt are universals of human experience, and
that all we can do in the face of
such a reality is to accept ourselves as we are. This notion is
first suggested in the opening
track, “Let It Happen.” It is examined and critiqued over the course
of the album until, in the final
track, the narrator exclaims, “Man,
I know that it’s hard to digest –
but maybe your story ain’t so different from the rest.” They have
finally come full circle, losing their
will to “forget their old self” and
swim against the currents of life
and instead resigning themselves
to just accept their human nature
and go with the flow.
For me, this is a meaningful message, and Tame Impala’s
lush, synthetic soundscapes provide a fitting backdrop and thematic complement to the philosophical ideas that it comments
upon. Ultimately, the occasionally
obnoxious vocals don’t detract
from the album’s overall impression, and the clarity of Tame
Impala’s artistic intention for
“Currents” makes it unforgettable.
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Film Review
“Finding
Vivian Maier”

Book Review
“Slaughterhouse-Five”
Nicole Witmer
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Ku r t
Vo n n e g u t ’ s
“Slaughterhouse-Five” is one of
the weirdest books I have ever
read. It involves war, aliens and
time travel, and all these strange
plot points combine to make it
one of the best contemporary
works of literature. I am not usually a fan of science fiction, but
Vonnegut’s breathtaking story
easily makes it one of my top five
literary favorites.
The most interesting aspect
of this novel is the narrative; it is
not chronological or linear. The
protagonist, Billy Pilgrim, has the
ability to time travel to different
periods of his life. Because of this,
the reader is temporally tossed
around. The reader follows Billy
from his youth at school to his
time serving in World War II to
his abduction by aliens. While all
of these plot twists seem unbelievably disconnected, Vonnegut
weaves an intricate web that connects all of these milestones in
Billy’s life.
One of the most prominent
settings in Billy’s life is Dresden,
Germany during World War II.
While Vonnegut does use common

science fiction tropes – particularly aliens and time travel – he
unexpectedly explores the very
human psychological effects of
war and violence. Billy experiences bouts of post-traumatic stress
disorder, especially in one scene
involving a barbershop quartet.
These surprising moments root
Vonnegut’s work in the real world;
Billy, though he has special abilities, is still human.
Though the story itself
is a masterpiece, my favorite
moments in the novel are when
Vonnegut addresses the reader.
Though we follow Billy Pilgrim
throughout his life, the story is in
third person narration. Vonnegut
taps into the reader’s emotions
and humanity when talking about
life in general, not always specifically focusing on Billy. My favorite
passage in the book occurs when
Vonnegut sympathizes with the
biblical character Lot and his wife.
He also addresses death in the
book as merely a fact of life. After
a death is mentioned, Vonnegut
concludes with the phrase “so it
goes.” Not too many readers would
expect this much emotional depth
from a sci-fi novel. Vonnegut is a
trailblazer in every sense of the
word; all you need to do is read
“Slaughterhouse-Five” to prove it.

Bridget Bartal
Staff Writer

_______________________

“Finding Vivian Maier” is a
documentary film made in 2013
that traces the story of a previously unknown photographer and
nanny by the name of Vivian Maier.
This documentary is alluring for
many reasons – where other documentaries can lack excitement
while droning about the background of a person, Vivian’s history is both mysterious and odd.
Not only are Maier’s photographs
– which number over 100,000 –
phenomenal, but the story behind
the woman is entirely captivating.
This combination makes for an
exciting ride that is also muddled
by controversy.
After stumbling upon Maier’s
photos in an auction, John Maloof
proceeded to track down her history while getting many of her
photographs developed. After
some digging and interviewing
of people Maier came in contact
with, Maloof discovered countless
interesting aspects of Maier’s life.

These include a lack of ties to her
family, a constant changing of her
name and a life of taking photos
as she nannied children for a living. It seemed that she lived a
solitary life, collecting myriads of
newspapers that she refused to let
anyone else touch. Maier also had
a French accent; linguists in the
film argue whether the accent was
real or fake – the woman was born
in New York City. These are only a
few of her interesting quirks.
But there is also a darker
side to the story, within the realm
of the film and within Maier’s life
itself. Maloof reached out to many
of the families that Maier nannied for. While stories varied from
house to house, a few of the kids
she nannied, who are now adults,
spoke of physical and emotional
abuse by Maier and her obsession
with dark newspaper headlines
containing murder and assault. As
for the problematic side of the film
itself, there is little evidence that
Maier wanted any of her work to
be publicized. She showed almost
no one her photos, and the majority of her film was undeveloped.

From what the people who knew
her said, she probably would not
have enjoyed the fame and glory
that is now shining on her. The
documentary does address this
issue, but it also claims that the
work of Maier is so illuminating toward human struggles and
interactions that it is hard to let
it sit undiscovered. I must admit
that I agree with this – her breathtaking work exposes an unfiltered
factuality about the world.
Many museums have not
agreed to accept Maier’s work,
primarily because she did not
develop it herself. In other settings, shows containing her photography have been a massive hit.
While I do not feel qualified or
entitled to comment on how I feel
about the sudden fame of this
hidden woman, I do recommend
that you check out the movie or
at least look at some of her photographs online. They are striking,
and this documentary illuminates
the fascinating tale behind it all.

Joint concert held during Blizzard Evelyn

Isobel Abbott-Dethrow
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

On Saturday, April 14, while
the majority of the student body
was presumably cowering from
the ongoing blizzard, Lawrence
University’s Wind Ensemble and
Symphonic Band held a joint
concert at the Memorial Chapel.
Conducted by Andrew Mast and
alumnus Matthew Arau ‘97,
along with guest conductor and
Assistant Professor of Music Mark
Dupere, the concert created a
sense of warmth, combatting the
pounding snow and howling wind

outside. Both groups showcased
their wide range by playing various songs which differentiated
from one another in composition
and speed.
The first song played by the
Wind Ensemble was “March, op.
99” by Sergei Prokofiev. This piece
consumed the chapel with its loud
volume and fast pace; there was
never a dull moment while the
song was performed. Even though
the song was quick to finish, there
was a wondrous range of sound
packed in its short life. When it
came to a close, I was left thoroughly entertained and wanted to
hear more.

The remaining songs of
the Wind Ensemble’s set, “First
Essay” and “Anahita,” both had
compositions that fought for
control in quietness or piercing
pitches. Tension and relief fluctuated throughout, cancelling one
another with every introduction
of an overpowering sound. At the
end, “Anahita” concluded the set
on a mellower note which contrasted the booming beginning of
“March, op. 99.”
The Symphonic Band commenced their set after an intermission. “Festivo” was their first
piece, and it was heavily influenced by the flute and oboe. The

song was overwhelmingly optimistic in sound yet told a story
through its chirpy climaxes. I felt
the imagery of a vintage, Disney
animal cartoon presented within
this piece, due to its playful harmonies.
Afterwards, the Symphonic
Band played “Chorale & Alleluia”
and “Puszta.” The latter song
consisted of four parts which all
contrasted each other in speed
and tempo. “Puszta” maintained
an equal balance of flute and percussion, bringing together the
separate control of both instruments from the first two songs.
At the end of the concert, I sensed

a theme of sonic cancellation
throughout.
“Hidden Treasures” was a
righteous name for the show on
Saturday night. Those who attended were able to witness the true
gem of music produced by the
two bands. An aura of internal
warmth and peace was expelled
from the varying harmonies and
sounds that played in the Chapel,
unbeknownst to the student body
hiding from the wrath of Blizzard
Evelyn.

Musicians pictured on stage in Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
Photo by David Baldwin.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Glue Traps at Lawrence
It has come to our attention
that many dorms on campus at
Lawrence University use glue
traps to solve our ongoing vermin
problem. Mice, spiders, ants and
other unwanted guests come into
the dorms through unsealed holes
and doors left propped open. In
theory, glue traps sound like an
effective strategy for keeping vermin out of students’ bedrooms
and bathrooms on campus, but in
reality, glue traps are among the
most inhumane methods of exterminating rodents and other small
creatures.
Glue traps function as the
name suggests: a pest gets caught
in a pan of thick glue and meets
its long, drawn-out demise. Once
the creature has stepped onto the
trap, it becomes stuck to the pan;
unable to escape from the glue,
it will often struggle for several days before eventually dying
of starvation, dehydration or by
tearing itself apart in an attempt
to escape. Manufacturers of glue
traps advise that they be thrown
away once a mouse has been captured. It is almost impossible to
humanely euthanize the mouse
once it has been caught, so the

options are to throw the trap away
and let the rodent starve or to
try to free the trapped creature.
However, removing the animal
can be dangerous, as anyone handling a glue trap is at risk of being
bitten. Many humane societies,
such as the Humane Society of the
United States and Humane Society
International, advocate for a ban
on using glue traps.
So why does Lawrence’s
Facility Services use glue traps?
Facility Services uses glue traps
in order to monitor spider populations and to determine which
areas need more treatment. They
use bait stations that are surveilled by outside companies in
order to control mice, but mice
often wind up in the spider glue
traps anyway. Because Lawrence’s
mouse control is monitored by
outside companies, it is difficult
for Facility Services to implement
more humane options specifically
for rodents. However, because
Facility Services has the opportunity to choose whether or not
to use glue traps, they could elect
to change their spider collecting
option. There are adhesive strips
that work well as spider traps and

are less likely to catch mice; this
may be a more humane alternative to the glue traps.
It doesn’t take much research
or knowledge about glue traps
to realize how cruel they are. If
Facility Services were to work
with the outside companies to
eradicate the use of glue traps,
they may be able to implement
the usage of the classic snap trap.
Snap traps usually kill rodents
immediately, if not within a few
minutes. This time frame is obviously preferable to the days-long
process of killing an animal using
a glue trap. The price of a snap
trap is similar to that of a glue
trap as well. If Facility Services
is unable to alter their rodent
control methods due to outside
companies’ policies, they should,
at the very least, switch to adhesive paper for their spider control.
Glue traps should be used as a last
resort, and Lawrence can work to
find better alternatives when getting rid of pests.

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Cassie Gitkin, at lawrentian@lawrence.
edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit
for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and
should not be more than 350 words.

Michele Haeberlin
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

There was one day while I
was unpacking my little lunch
bag back in middle school that I
still remember and won’t forget
anytime soon. Maybe you had an
experience similar to this in your
school. I hope you did not.
There was a student who, for
some reason, became aggravated
and proceeded to start screaming
and lashing out erratically, hitting
her two aides at the table as well
as knocking her lunch tray up in
the air and then down onto her
face and hair.
I remember seeing the food
pieces in her tangled hair and
feeling slight revulsion and then
returning to face my tablemates
to whisper about the incident a
little, but then return to our daily
conversations of the many woes
of middle schoolers. That was
because incidents like that were
not so uncommon, but moreover,
it was because that girl was sitting at the “special needs” table.
Already in middle school it was

True liberal arts
Mara Kissinger

Staff Writer
____________________________________

I always find it interesting how
we value fields of study. In this
current day and age no one can
deny that our most valued form
of education is in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Math) and I certainly am not trying to imply that this is not a
worthy area of studying. Rather,
I would like to point out the reasons that this cannot exist on its
own without a “liberal arts” way
of looking at it.
As a Gender Studies major, it
is often implied that I am wasting my time and not doing anything useful, and though I am
perhaps biased, I take issue with
that. There is a reason that gender studies exists and it would
improve many fields. Despite
the presence of cold, logical and
rational science, prejudice has
been allowed to exist and even
frequently defended and upheld
by scientists. This is a past that I
have yet to see reconciled when
someone says that they value
logic above all else. Logically you
can think anything. If you connect enough dots you could posit
anything as logical. Women are
different than men, they seem to
weaken with pregnancy, therefore
men are superior and need to protect women. Despite the fact that
I have no evidence, this sounds
“logical” insofar as it makes some
sense. This is how science upheld
prejudice and the status quo, but
gender studies could help scientists break out of that.
A Gender Studies major would
question where the idea of weakness in women originates, why is
it so prevalent and what makes
us believe it so fervently? If scientists interrogated their biases,
they would find that they might
be skewing data and recreating

The violent and the helpless

normal for us to see violent outbursts from various classmates
who were in the special needs
classes. And seeing their aides
whisk them off behind closed
doors to placate them seemed to
just feed the idea that these children were meant to be kept separate from the rest of us.
I have a twin sister who has
special needs. She is very highfunctioning; she can talk with you
and read your body language, she
can pick up on most subtle cues
in conversation like sarcasm and
even use it a bit herself. She does
not ever have violent outbursts
and she has never caused harm to
herself or anyone else.
Growing up, at first I accepted
without question that my sister had to go to different classes sometimes because she was
slightly different from everyone
else. Then, as we got older and
she started to fall behind the class
as the material became more complex, I saw her less and less until
she only had “special needs classes,” and her classes with everyone
from our grade came to an end.

But the grownups knew best, and
I still got to see her at lunch so I
figured it was fine. And then we
moved to Georgia.
One day I remember walking by
my sister’s classroom and seeing
her and a few other of her classmates sitting watching cartoons.
Initially I felt jealous that she got
to watch cartoons at school. But
as she came home more and more
often with stories of her day at
school filled with one class after
the other of just play time and
recess, I wondered what she was
actually learning. That was when
I first started thinking about how
my sister’s education might be different from my own and how that
might not actually be a good thing.
We moved away from Georgia and
eventually settled in Wisconsin to
finish out high school, and that is
where I found my strongest complaint against the education given
to children who are deemed to
have special needs.
My sister would often complain of how she was scared of
the violent outbursts of her classmates, and she even mentioned to

my parents that one time one of
them yelled at her for singing on
the bus to school and tried to rip
off her gloves she loved with the
tiny bells on them. That was when
I started to question why students
experiencing problems with anger
management are grouped in with
students experiencing severe
mental and physical handicaps.
A majority of the students in
my high school who were experiencing problems with anger management had no physical handicaps and their mental handicaps
were mostly due to the stress and
depression they were probably
trying to deal with. Many of them
had terrible experiences at the
homes they lived in and families
that abused them, or no families
at all.
I agree that these students
would be able to calm down
quicker in places where there are
less students, which means perhaps some classes apart from the
regular class group in which aides
can help find triggers for emotional disturbance. They could
then try to help these students

what they expect to see even if
they value cold hard facts. It could
result in better experiment setups, more useful data and less
biased views of people. This could
also be said for many other forms
of study. Psychology could help a
doctor understand a patient more
than just on a physical level, music
could help a physicist conceptualize sound and English could help a
mathematician communicate the
importance of proofs and problems. The same could be said the
other way around, understanding
medicine could help a psychologist to better understand their
patient and the mind’s relationship to the body, understanding
physics could help a musician conceptualize how to best reach the
audience and understanding math
could help an author better build a
fully fledged world.
So often we forget that every
subject exists for a reason and
that everyone can benefit from
stepping outside their usual topic.
Liberal arts encourages it but
often fails to address why we need
to learn from each other. Art gets
stale without outside inspiration,
science gets stuck without social
prodding. We are all interconnected whether we like it or not and
our world would be a lot better if
we stopped pretending that one
area of study is more useful or
worthy than another. At the end
of the day, it doesn’t matter if you
aren’t sure where to put a field yet.
It is okay if gender studies confounds you and you have no idea
why it might be useful. The important part is to challenge yourself
to approach it and ask yourself
how you might be able to use it
in your own studies. Whether we
like it or not, we’re stuck with
each other and we all have something to offer.

overcome them with the goal of
someday being able to fully participate within the regular class
group again to grow in their social
interactions.
But students who have severe
physical and/or mental handicaps
are not in the same category as
students with anger issues and
they need different approaches
to help them grow. An institution
of education, private or public,
should strive to adapt their methods to best suit each incoming
student as best as they can.
Keeping students who cannot defend themselves in a place
with other students who might
be easily triggered into violent
outbursts is not an environment
in which education is the priority.
That is an environment in which
lazy categorization of saying “they
all have problems that keep them
from the regular kids so they are
all similar,” then actually hurts the
chances these children have to
learn. How can you learn in class
if you are scared of your classmates?

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them.
All facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial,
which represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using
the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Vertical farms: the next green revolution
Nero Gallagher

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Last week, I wrote about farmers markets and their potential to
reduce the distance we ship our
food, which effectively eliminates
a lot of wasted fuel and energy.
They are a great way for the local
community to gather and feel a
collective culture, as well. This
week, however, I would like to
talk about a new farming technology on the horizon: vertical farms.
Vertical farms eliminate many
of the impracticalities and inefficiencies in traditional farming.
They are more widely applicable
as a technology, too, and have the
potential to change the production of food around the world.
Vertical farms reduce the
land and water used to produce
crops by adding another dimension to the layout of the farm.
Water cascades from top to bottom, essentially recycling itself.
Furthermore, vertical farms
decrease the waste of resources and space because crops are
grown in controlled conditions,
eliminating the threat of weather
patterns (such as droughts) and
reducing the distance that produce is transported by growing it
within urban regions.
With the implementation of
vertical farms, the endless fields
of farmland that many of us in
the Midwest are familiar with
would return to nature. Ideally,
the pasture land would be eliminated too with a shift toward veganism, since factory farms and
the excessive breeding of animals
contribute to global warming. Red
meat is not very healthy, anyway.
Vertical farms account for fowl
and pigs, though, for you omnivores. Vertical farms can accom-

Dan Meyer

modate crops that are normally
specific to a certain region of the
world and can grow crops yearly,
even when those crops would be
out of season. Insects are not an
issue, either, because the crops in
vertical farms in a controlled environment, eliminating the need for
pesticides.
One current issue with vertical
farms is the lack of widespread
application. As far as I know,
there are no vertical farms near
Appleton. However, the company
Plenty is working on building a
business model that would apply
vertical farms within every city
of one million or more people
around the world. Many upstarts
have failed because of high
costs, but Plenty is utilizing new
technology to reduce costs and
increase efficiency. Most companies use tall shelves littered with
plants in their systems, but Plenty
uses 20-foot vertical towers, in
addition to computer learning.
They utilize infrared camera systems to monitor moisture, plant
growth and temperature, data
which allows them to fine-tune
the farms. Water and nutrients are
dispersed from above, eliminating the need for pipes. Water is
recycled, too. According to Plenty,
they can get as much as 350 times
the produce of a given acre of land,
using one percent as much water.
There are various articles about
Plenty online published by companies like Vox and Bloomberg,
that I would recommend for further reading.
In addition to Plenty, there
are groups like FarmedHere
(based in the Chicago area) and
CityFARM (an MIT research project) that are also attempting to
push the boundaries of vertical
farming. The former is working

on widening distribution to different retailors such as Target,
Jewel and Whole Foods to establish consumer appeal and familiarity. According to an article by
the Huffington Post, FarmedHere
also recognizes the challenge of
convincing consumers of the benefits of vertical farms and encourages visits by Chicago Public
School students and their parents.
CityFARM is attempting to develop an open source platform for
vertical farming like Linux to facilitate cooperation and innovation
throughout the industry. Vertical
farming as a technology is still in
the early stages so many companies are developing new technology and strategies independently.
CityFARM hopes to eliminate this
issue.
With the increasing use of technology, efficiency and innovation
comes a decrease in human labor
and therefore jobs. Obviously, this
presents a problem. Human labor
is costly, and so it is in companies
like Plenty’s interests to reduce
it as much as possible. With the
viability of vertical farms, then, it
seems that many farmers would
become unemployed. In our capitalist system, this is problematic
because losing one’s job means
one less source of income and
equity. It seems that, as vertical
farms gain prominence, this will
be an issue that must enter the
conversation as well. Regardless,
vertical farms are a fantastic way
of reducing waste and damage
to the environment. They allow
us to grow our food more locally
create a controlled environment
for produce.

Simone Levy

Camo is IN

Staff Writer
____________________________________

This weekend, I stole my
friend’s huge real tree camouflage-print denim pants. I cinched
the waist shut with one of her
belts and put on the cool-toned
yellow sweater her sister bought
for her in Paris. In that moment,
I felt like I was a goddamn huntress. On this blizzarding day, cold
and damp, I felt hot as hell, almost
as if I could melt the goddamn
sun with my fashion prowess.
Since when did camouflage look
good on a stone cold futch (femme
butch) such as myself? Since when
did this seemingly tacky, tasteless
print, endemic to Menard’s-goers
of the Wild Midwest, look decidedly good on a very gay Jewish
Seattle native? I thought the same
thing as I stared at myself in the
full-length mirror in the second
floor of WLFM House. My friends
assured me that I was not dreaming, and that I did in fact look fire
in the camo pants. So here is my
hot take for the week: real tree
camo – not solely for the hobby
hunters, but an absolute staple in
the collective gay wardrobe.
For those of you who do not
know, real tree camo is the type
of camouflage made for hunters, where it looks like someone
opened an Outdoor Life magazine and collaged all of the ads
together. While it has the same
color scheme as traditional army
camouflage, real tree camouflage boasts an additional potpourri of sticks, leaves, trees and
the occasional deer. While it is
most commonly seen on hunting enthusiasts, I firmly maintain
my newfound belief that real
tree camouflage belongs in every
social situation, and encourage

the popularization of this trend.
Mainstream fashion has been
incorporating an increasing
unprecedented variety of textiles
and patterns in recent seasons,
successfully progressing into
uncharted terrain in the industry. Examples of these include
the resurgence of shoulder pads,
the introduction of unconventional fabrics and, of course, real
tree camo. Taking the domain by
storm, real tree camo has combined the dynamic forces of the
fashion industry, which the gay
community is entrenched in, with
the Cabela’s frequenters who originated this fire trend.
Real tree camo has done the
impossible: joining the forces of
gays and straights in more than
a petty coexistence or trivial gaystraight alliance. By uniting people in fashion, real tree camo is
creating friendships that span the
space-time continuum that is the
contemporary fissure between
these two unlikely groups. I
encourage all up-and-coming
gays to venture off to Menards
or Cabela’s or even the Fox Valley
Thrift Shoppe and meander
through the racks weighed down
with Midwestern Gothic clothing.
Especially in Wisconsin, it should
not be too long before you come
across something with a real tree
camouflage print. Whether it is a
hat, a pair of dungarees, a sport
coat or a life vest, I can confidently say, as an authority on all
things fashion, that real tree camouflage is building bridges not
only between communities, but
between individuals in quotidian
life.
Please note that I do not condone hunting.

Do not be seduced by Tony The Tiger

Staff Writer

_____________________________________

There was once a time in
this country when entire marketing teams were devoted to convincing Americans that Frosted
Flakes were not for children. It
was a time that witnessed hot air
balloon chases, animated tigers
prowling through Midwestern
corn fields and animatronic ladytigers, complete with Lucille Ball
wig and frilled apron, set on stealing the Frosted Flakes secret formula from a tiger wearing nothing
but a red bandana. In the years
since this nonsensical, freewheeling period, that tiger’s face has
thinned, his muscles have grown,
and his voice has dropped to a
smooth, sultry baritone. Judging
from the amount of slash fiction
concerning this tiger, the turn of
the millennium has witnessed
Tony the Tiger become the most
desirable, attractive mascot the
cereal world has to offer.
I cannot urge you strongly
enough to avoid this attraction to
Tony. If you find yourself falling
prey to his feline charms, find a
healthy and balanced breakfast
elsewhere. He will do nothing but
tear you down and leave you to
disintegrate as if you were nothing more than a bowl full of soggy
cereal.

This is not a plea directed
solely to furries, although I urge
anyone with a mild bestiality kink
to avoid Tony’s charms as well.
This is directed to anyone and
everyone who has ever looked
into Tony’s endearing eyes and
thought that he would be a better
boyfriend than any real person.
Allow me to elaborate on why
there are so many better options
within the cereal world for a little
mid-morning fantasizing.
First of all, Tony the Tiger
is and always will be inextricable from the boring collection of
dry leaves commonly known as
Frosted Flakes. Unless there is a
day when Tony finds the guts to
appear on television and, in full
view of God and Michelle Obama,
publicly denounce the awful brand
that birthed him, he will always be
a shill for a cereal responsible
for the bland mornings of adult
America. At least Honey Bunches
of Oats has the honesty to go without a mascot, to go without the
pretense of entertainment and
enjoyment. Quaker Oats is comfortable enough in its perpetual
state of boredom that it uses a
realistic image of a boring white
man for a mascot. But the creators
of Frosted Flakes have used Tony
as a puppet in their campaign to
trick children into becoming boring, healthy adults. Because of his
ties to the brand, Tony the Tiger is

the animated feline equivalent of a
man who makes paper clip sculptures of ‘80s hair band members
in his free time.
Secondly, Tony the Tiger
practices a habit of eternal optimism and denial of life’s problems. Optimism is nice, but endlessly asserting that everything is
“grrreat” is no way to live. Your day
was not bad, it was grrreat. Your
car does not need an oil change,
it is doing grrreat. Your grandma is not buried in an unfamiliar
cemetery two states away, she is
doing just grrreat. Surrounding
yourself with characters like Tony
may be nice at first, but it will
lead to a cycle of invalidation preventing you from grappling with
your problems in a healthy manner. Also, Tony parades around in
a bandana without bothering to
wear pants. He is fully naked and
he knows it.
Thirdly, I am almost certain
that Tony has been an avid user
and proponent of steroids and
other performance-enhancing
drugs since the early ‘90s. A casual
two-hour viewing session of various Frosted Flakes commercials
on YouTube reveals Tony playing a
variety of sports—frisbee, tennis,
volleyball, hockey—and generally
losing handily. Without fail, Tony
introduces his child teammate to
Frosted Flakes midway through
the match, and, without fail, the

child then goes on to destroy their
competition. What could possibly be in these bowls of Frosted
Flakes other than anabolic steroids? I would not be surprised
in the least if it turned out Barry
Bonds and Tony were best buds in
the ‘90s. Tony does not care about
the physical and emotional health
of the kids in the commercials. All
that matters to Tony is whether or
not the kids are grrreat at crushing their competition.
Another barrier for any millennials searching for comfort
in the orange arms of a muscled
carnivore: Tony the Tiger is 67
years old. I suppose that this is not
a deal-breaker for everyone, but
there are a lot of better options
out there.
Take Cap’n Crunch, for example. If you want an older man, he
has what you might be looking for.
He has done his time and earned
his rank; he is large and in charge.
If you want a goofier personality,
keep in mind any of the spooky
cereal mascots. Franken Berry?
Count Chocula? Boo Berry? Any
of these fun-loving goofs would
be better than the clumsy oaf of
a tiger Kellogg’s has been trying
to pass off on us for decades. If
polyamory is your thing, there are
a few mascots out there who can
make your bedroom snap, crackle, and pop. If you want a little
bit of buzz in your life, you have

options for that too. Even if you
still want to get your furry fix,
there are plenty of animals representing other, better cereals out
there. If you are more interested
in a female cereal mascot…there
are none.
I am not kidding. I went
through the entire Wikipedia page
for cereal mascots and all of them
are male. Every single one. There
is some weird stuff going on in the
weird world of cereal mascots,
but I am severely unqualified to
analyze why every anthropomorphized animal tacked onto a box
of Whole Grain Flavored Loops
has to be a dude. Hey Kellogg’s,
maybe take a look at that?
Anyway, do not let yourself
fall prey to the sexy charms of
Tony the Tiger, an old naked muscle monster who sells his soul
to spread the scripture of subpar
cereal. I know it can be lonely
this time of year, especially when
you find yourself sitting alone at
breakfast and staring deeply into
the illustrated eyes of a cereal
mascot, but treat yourself with
the respect you deserve and shut
Tony down. If you still are hoping
to fill a healthy and well-balanced
hole in your heart, give Toucan
Sam a call.
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Have you experienced any issues with rodents on campus?

EDITORIAL
POLICY:

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor-in-Chief:
Ali Shuger

Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
that appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s Editorial Board.

Copy Chief:
Peter Ericksen
Managing Editor:
Shane Farrell

Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.edu.
Submissions by email should
be text attachments.

“I caught a vole in the SLUG once or
twice.” –Fry Initia

“No, I haven’t.” –Liam Guinan

“No, but if anyone has hamsters let
me know!” –Michelle Alvarez

—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.
—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.
—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
deadline

News Editor:
Allegra Taylor
Variety Editor:
Claire Zimmerman
Sports Editor:
Wyatt Lee
Features Editor:
Genevieve Cook
Arts & Entertainment Editor:
Bridget Bartal
Opinions & Editorials Editor,
Community Engagement Officer:
Cassie Gitkin
Photo Editor:
Larissa Davis
Marketing Manager:
Caroline Garrow
Distributions Manager:
Alex Dahl
Web Manager:
Hikari Mine

—Letters to the editor will be
edited for clarity, decency and
grammar.

Copy Editors:
Max Craig
Dannielle Konz
Wendell Leafstedt

—Letters to the editor should
not be more than 350 words.
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Correction
The news article titled “Annual Cabaret performances showcase international
culture,” published in the April 13, 2018 issue of The Lawrentian, included a typo
indicating that Tibet was located in Southeast China. Tibet is, in fact, located in
Southwest China.

join

the lawrentian
as a writer or photographer.
We want your voice
in our publication.
If interested, visit
lawrentian.com/apply

BEST PIZZA!
* Ask for your Lawrence discount!
* FREE Super-Muncheez CheezyBreadsticks with 14” or 16” Pizzas!
* FREE Delivery!

920-749-1111

