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After much anticipation, the
Sexual Harassment and Assault
Resources & Education (SHARE)
committee released changes to
Lawrence University’s sexual misconduct policy and the body’s own
composition. Director of Wellness
and Recreation and SHARE Chair
Erin Buenzli communicated
details in an email to the community on Monday, March 18. The
updates are focused on concision,
clarity and greater support for
students in the policy.
According to senior and
SHARE Advocate Hannah Shryer,
“[SHARE] tried to put themselves
in a survivor’s shoes.” While the
language has been made more
“victim centered […] and accessible,” Shryer emphasized that
“support is available not only for
complainants, but also for respondents.”
Other than general changes
in tone, the update reflects three
key changes in the policy. A section has been added to the policy that outlines available confidential resources. The updated
policy also clarifies sanctioning
procedures and sheds light on
numerous decision-making factors. Perhaps most significantly,
after months of conversation and
demands made by the student
body, the updated policy introduces a codification of a mandatory
expulsion policy when “aggravating factors are present.”
Both Shryer and junior
and SHARE Advocate Max Loebl
expressed satisfaction at the mandatory expulsion policy. President
Mark Burstein asserted, “In practice, expulsion because of [specific violations] has been practiced since August [of 2015],” but
had not been put in policy due to
research that suggested “a chilling
effect on reporting.” Eventually,
based on other research about
repeat offenses, the university
chose to formally codify its practice of mandatory expulsion in
specific cases.
These changes have long
been on the community’s radar,
but discourse and action were
accelerated following the arrest of
senior Thomas Skoog on charges
of “possession of child pornography.” Students had previously
alleged his return to campus after
some time away was an indication
of the school’s inadequacy in dealing with campus safety and issues
of sexual misconduct.
Knowledge of the arrest
sparked protests across campus,
as students and other members of

the community directed outrage
and blame toward the administration. Activists demanded greater
accountability from senior members of staff and faculty, increased
resources to prevent sexual misconduct and support survivors,
and a more clarified policy, including mandatory expulsion stipulations. Two leaders of the student activists, seniors Catherine
Bentley and Oumou Cisse, considered the bar they set to be
“pretty low” and their demands
to be “straightforward.” However,
they were disappointed with the
administration’s reaction and subsequent changes.
Following demands that he
resign from his role as Title IX
coordinator, Robert Williams
sent a letter to The Lawrentian
expressing his personal desire
to step down and have the role
become a stand-alone position.
Coverage of the arrest, surrounding activism and Williams’ letter
can be found in the April 8 issue
of The Lawrentian.
Student organizers and activists helped spur meetings and
conversations between a variety of students, staff and faculty. The makeup of these groups
changed each time. However, regular attendees included Burstein,
Williams and Buenzli from the
staff and faculty. Shryer and
Loebl—who also serve on the
Lawrence University Community
Council (LUCC) as chair of the
Student Alliance Against Sexual
Harassment and Assault (SAASHA)
and as president, respectively—
represented student voices along
with a few other peers.
Incoming
Director
of
Athletics Christyn Abaray, who
served as Title IX coordinator at
her previous institution, Lecturer
of Gender and Freshman Studies
Helen Boyd Kramer, who has been
involved with similar initiatives
in the past, and Vice President for
Student Affairs Nancy Truesdell
were also frequent attendees of
these meetings. This group also
consulted with University Counsel
Julia Messitte and Lora Zimmer,
Lawrence’s outside Title IX investigator.
At these meetings, students,
staff and faculty shared insights
and discussed the best way forward. Loebl found Burstein to
be “incredibly receptive” as he
spent the first meeting “listening to [students].” Shryer also
added, “[Burstein] really defers to
students in these sorts of things
when he knows that we’re really
the experts on this stuff, while trying to keep a broader perspective
for the institution.”

See page 11

Campus band Rat Pack performs at Relay for Life on Saturday, April 16. For more coverage of Relay for Life, see page 7.
Photo by Hitkarsh Chanana

Improving life at Lawrence
COMMUNITY

Ruby Dickson
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Students, staff and faculty
gathered in the Warch Campus
Center’s Nathan Marsh Pusey
Room and Somerset Room on
Thursday, April 14, for a casual
event called the LU Community
Conversation. For three hours,
community members had the
chance to discuss issues that concerned them, as well as suggestions for how to improve life at
Lawrence.
This is the second event of
its type. After last term’s successful conversation on diversity
affairs, President Mark Burstein
decided to hold another forum to
address general student issues.

“Last term was our very first
event like this, but that one was
centered on diversity,” explained
Vice President for Student Affairs
Nancy Truesdell, one of the staff
members responsible for organizing the conversation. “We got
a lot of ideas and a really positive response from the last one,
so we’ve decided to expand it to
more than just diversity and inclusion, and maybe continue this
once per term.”
Last term’s forum centered
on diversity and inclusion. It drew
hundreds of students with ideas
on how to improve life for minority and less privileged students.
Truesdell noted, “We often have
ways for people to learn about
these things and make their voices

heard, but this is a way to all
come together, share information
and bounce ideas around.” At that
event, students suggested actions
the Lawrence community might
take to encourage inclusivity, such
as gender-neutral housing and the
tone in which Lawrentians discuss
these issues.
Last week’s LU Community
Conversation was an opportunity for faculty and staff to showcase and receive opinions on the
work inspired by the previous
term’s conversation. A working
group of the faculty Governance
Committee presented a developing draft of Lawrence’s potential
new reporting system for bias-

See page 2
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Alumni group crowdfunding for new diversity center
Eleanor Legault
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

A group of young alumni
called the Viking Gift Committee
(VGC) have recently decided to
campaign to fund changes at
Lawrence, specifically focused
on inclusivity, anti-oppression
and diversity issues. So far, the
campaign has raised $1,500 in
less than 48 hours. The VGC is
headed by alumni Erin Watson
’08 and Gayatri Malhotra ’14, who
are looking to support students
of color and push for further
education for non-minority students. The group formerly focused
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on raising money solely for the
Lawrence Fund as part of their
dedication to communicate the
importance of donor participation and financial support from
fellow young alumni. They currently have 35 volunteers, each
of whom choose 10 to 15 of their
classmates to contact throughout
the year.
Their final goal is to raise
$10,000, all of which would go to
the Diversity Center. The staff will
have access to these funds in order
to enhance campus life through
inclusivity. The Diversity Center
provides a home for students; it is
a unique, welcoming place that is

open to all, is fun and builds community. It has 18 student workers
and two full-time staff, despite the
fact that the budget has decreased
in the past six years.
With the VGC funds, the
Diversity Center plans to make a
new space that would be a true
sanctuary for students—to take a
nap, to eat food—and in general, a
place where students could feel at
home. Senior and current Chair
of the Committee on Diversity
Affairs (CODA) Jaime Gonzalez
said that “the most important part
of the Diversity Center is to cre-
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Archeology in Greece: Exploring the Possibilities

Kanzuda Islam
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

International House hosted another installment of the
International Scholar Brown Bag
Lunch Series last Thursday, April
14, at 11:10 a.m. This episode featured opportunities for students
to engage in the study of Greek
archaeology and was presented
by Ottilia Buerger Professor of
Classical Studies and Professor of
Art History Carol Lawton, alongside Assistant Dean of Faculty for
Student Academic Services and
Adjunct Assistant Professor of
Anthropology Jere Wickens.
The presentation focused
on two distinct features of

Improving life
continued from page 1

motivated incidents. “There’s a lot
of controversy surrounding [biasmotivated incidents],” noted Alice
G. Chapman Director of the Seeley
G. Mudd Library and chair of the
faculty Governance Committee
Peter Gilbert. “This is about getting information into the hands
of people who can help to turn
these incidents into educational
opportunities.”
Similarly, Lawrence alumnus
and Applications Development
Ben Willard ’07 unveiled a new
version of the Voyager software
that students can use to change
how Lawrence represents their
identity in official documentation:
“This is about making it easier for
people to choose their preferred
names, genders and pronouns,
and to help Lawrence use that
information in a helpful and sensitive way.”
However, community members also used this event to raise
awareness and gather opinions
on a wider range of subjects.
Director of Off-Campus Programs
Laura Zuege ran a station on study
abroad options in order to inform
students about proposed changes
to financial aid for off-campus
programs. Students were invited
to view floor plans for the newly
renovated Colman Hall, which will
house innovative new living spac-

Crowdfunding

continued from page 1

ate an atmosphere where all students can see themselves in.” The
Diversity Center also plans to have
professional development for student workers, organize more educational programming on campus
and meet the emergency needs of
the student body.
“The idea of crowdfunding
for the Diversity Center came
from wanting to show students
that young alumni care about
their concerns regarding diversity,
inclusion and safety on campus
and want to help,” said Assistant
Director of Annual Giving Kari
Swanson. As the main coordinator,
Watson echoed these statements
by saying that the “VGC wanted
to find a meaningful way to make
a statement in support of current
students, in response to recent
events at Lawrence.”
Watson also said that they
chose to raise money for the
Diversity Center not only as a
demonstration of solidarity with
current students, but also “as a
way of showing the administration that [they] pay attention to
campus events, and that [they],
too, value a more inclusive and

Greek archeology, namely, votive
reliefs and prominent archeological landscape. The first attribute was discussed in detail by
Lawton. She described her most
recent research in the Athenian
Agora—a commercial spot within
the city—excavating pieces that
displayed votive reliefs. These
were well-preserved reliefs that
were dedicated in sanctuaries by
individuals who were either asking for something from the gods,
or in gratitude. “We do not always
know what the original intention
is,” Lawton explained, “as these
pieces are not always properly
inscribed.”
Lawton also shared why
votive reliefs are such an impor-

es for a wide range of students.
Associate Professor of German
Ruth Lunt discussed options
to amend the foreign language
requirement to better account
for the skills of international students.
“Our hope is to gather feedback on things which have been in
the drafting process for a couple
of months now,” noted Gilbert.
“We’ve had ongoing conversations
with faculty and members of the
campus community, but this is
a night to come together in the
same space, work together on this
and answer any questions people
might have.”
Attendees generally considered the night to be a success.
Freshman Anya Milewski, who
attended the event out of curiosity, noted that she was happy
to “speak to faculty about things
[she] didn’t know were happening
on campus, all while eating complimentary cheese.”
Organizers too saw value in
the conversation. “We’re trying to
raise awareness about the availability of these services, [and]
show them how they can change
the way they present themselves,”
stressed Willard. “We also want to
see what people think of the new
system.” Truesdell agreed and
said, “This is such an important
event to have; so many different
things can come out of these types
of conversations.”
diverse campus climate where all
students feel safe and comfortable.”
In Watson’s recent letter
to the editor published in The
Lawrentian, she wrote that “it is
our hope that our efforts are seen
not only as a show of support for
current students and their fight to
make Lawrence a more inclusive,
accepting campus, but also an
indication of the kind of campus
environment we value.”
Although young alumni are
often not able to make large contributions to causes other than
student loans and living expenses,
Watson hopes these donations are
seen for what they are—“a significant portion of [their] budgets,
allocated toward a cause about
which [they] still deeply care—
ensuring that every student at
Lawrence will be given the opportunity to enjoy their Lawrence
experience, regardless of their
race, gender or sexual orientation.
Using crowdfunding as a method
for this campaign has been an
opportunity for small contributions to take a more meaningful
position and show current students that this group of alumni is
thinking of and valuing them.”

tant posture of ancient Greek art.
“We try to restore the structures to
their original sanctuaries,” Lawton
conveyed, “and get a clearer picture of who is being worshipped
there.” In other words, the votive
reliefs play a crucial role in underpinning the workings of ancient
Greek faith in Athens.
In the second presentation,
Wickens extensively described the
“remarkable” archaeological terrain of ancient Greece that lies
scattered across the country.
Wickens, whose focus lies
more in field archaeology, outlined his work on a surface survey
of the terrain in which he took
part. In his presentation Wickens
shared numerous images he took

W

during his expedition.
A surface survey essentially
involves walking across the land
with a team of archaeologists
and noticing the artifacts that
are found along the way. These
artifacts may range from pottery shards to entire fragments
of walls. Wickens and his team
concentrated on a small part of
southern Evia, an island in the
Greek countryside.
Wickens also shared his
experience in uncovering ancient
villages from the excavation and
analysis of pottery shards. “During
the Hellenistic and Roman periods,” he said, “many of these sites
became reduced in number.”
When asked about the impor-

RLD

tance of preserving these ancient
works of art from the danger of
erosion due to the Greek government’s inability to fund local restoration projects, Wickens stressed
the need for investment from
international bodies, alongside an
equally dire need for archaeological interest and human resources.
“Today, since Greece is struggling financially,” Wickens shared,
“it is important for international
institutions to aid the preservation of its ancient arts.”
During the presentation both
speakers also introduced the
possibility of a December Term
course in Greece as a field experi-

See page 3
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JAPAN
A magnitude 7.3 earthquake has struck
southern Japan, killing at least 19 people and injuring more than 1,000. The
Kyushu Electric Power Company’s local
nuclear power plant appears unaffected.
PACIFIC OCEAN
Pacific bluefin tuna, a staple sushi fish, have
suffered a 97 percent decrease in population
in the North Pacfic Ocean due to overfishing, according to the International Scientific
Committee for Tuna and Tuna-like Species.
SAUDI ARABIA
The Saudi government has threatened to sell
hundreds of billions of dollars in American
assets if Congress passes a bill allowing them to
be held accountable for any role they may have
played in the 9/11 attacks. The Obama administration has threatened to block any such bill,
saying that it would set a precedent and put
Americans at risk when traveling abroad.

Find

BRAZIL
With more than two-thirds of the vote, the
lower house of Brazilian Parliament has passed
a measure to impeach Brazilian President
Dilma Rousseff. If the senate agrees to consider the motion, Rousseff, who stands accused
of lying in order to make Brazilian finance
appear healthier for political gain, would
have to step down for at least 180 days.
UNITED STATES
A study by Oxfam reveals that the largest
50 American companies have hidden an
estimated 1.3 trillion dollars from taxation,
which is more money than the GDP of Spain.
ECUADOR
A magnitude 7.8 earthquake occured
in Ecuador, killing at least 553 people and injuring more than 4,000.
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“I’m Not Lost. Owner
Out Surfing”
A memoir

Madiera Seaman
For the Lawrentian

_____________________________________

A thick layer of fog rested
over the beach when we went out.
The waves appeared out of the
greyness of the fog right before
c ra s h ing onto the
beach. It
w a s
mes-

merizing. There weren’t many
people around. Given the weather
it wasn’t surprising. It was still
and grey that morning.
A small dog appeared out
of the mist quite suddenly. His
silhouette in the near distance
looked much larger than he really
was and we tried to steer our dogs
away. He was a curious little one
and trotted over to us, sniffing
the air and at our dogs’
feet, never getting too
close. His movements

were cautious.
His fur was stiff and dirty
with sand from his time on the
beach. We waited a moment to
see if his owner would emerge
from the mist to claim him. It
wasn’t unusual to for people to
let their dogs roam along on the
beach. A little freedom in the salty
air.
The dog seemed to grin at us
his with bright eyes. The fur was
long on his muzzle, making it look
like he had a moustache. It was
impossible to tell his age; his fur
was too dirty to tell if he had any
flecks of grey on his muzzle. He
looked well-fed
and had an
old collar

around his neck.
No owner came. We didn’t
think much of it. Perhaps he
belonged to one of the houses
along the beach. Or perhaps his
owner would appear sooner or
later.
His collar had a tag on it
that read “I’m not lost. Owner out
surfing.” It was such a simple little explanation. Of course, at this
time of day and with fog so thick,
no sane person would risk surfing

Archeology

continued from page 2
ence of Greek archaeology and art
history. To ensure that the trip
takes place, however, at least 15
students have to display interest
in participating and actually committing to the experience.
The trip itinerary is expected
to include the major archaeological cities of Greece, such as
Mycenae, which happens to be
a Bronze Age site, Delphi and
Olympia.

Northern California waters.
The pup scampered away as
we walked down the beach. I felt
strangely sad. I wanted to help
him—rescue him. But he wasn’t
lost. His owner was just out surfing.
Not long after he disappeared into the fog behind us, the
sun began to break through the
thick clouds.

“It was inspiring to hear
about work that the professors were doing outside of the
classroom,” shared junior Ginger
Johnson, who is leaning towards a
degree in art history and museum
studies. “This is because I usually do not think of them [professors] outside that context,” she
explained.

Uncaged

… is a serial comic created as a collaboration between the
Creative Writing Club and the ilLUstrator Comics Club. This
week’s installment was written by members of the Creative
Writing Club and drawn by Carly O’Rourke.
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Frisbee ultimately takes second NBA Championships
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

___________________

After a long, brutal winter,
it is pretty common now to see
people outside relaxing in the
grass or tossing a frisbee around.
More often than not, those people playing with a frisbee are in
fact members of the Lawrence’s
Univesity Ultimate Frisbee team.
These team members are much
more than students tossing a
disc around in the quad listening to Dave Matthews Band and
pounding Natural Ice. “Frisbee is
up and coming in its popularity
around the United States,” says
junior Daniel Wear. “In terms of
Lawrence, we’ve been increasing
in size.”
While the team practices four
times a week to sharpen their
skills, the players do their best
to keep practices and games fun
and non-stressful so as not to lose
their love for the sport and keep
their sanity. “That’s why I think we
can get a good amount of people,”
says Wear. “Everybody can balance their academics and do other
things and still be a good, contributing member on the team.”

Ultimate frisbee is certainly a
unique sport. Similar to football,
points are scored when the frisbee
is brought to the end of the field,
or the end zone. This is done by
passing the frisbee to other team
members. The frisbee can only
be moved by passing it; players
cannot run with it. The job of the
team on defense is to stop those
passes by knocking them down or
intercepting them. If the frisbee
touches the ground or is caught
by the other team, the two teams
switch. This makes for a very
fast paced, active game as both
sides are constantly running and
switching between offense and
defense. The rules of the game are
not enforced by referees, instead
it is up to the players to run the
game, call fouls, and make sure
the game is played correctly.
Ultimate frisbee is also
unique in the fact that while
it is not a NCAA sport, it is a
nationally-recognized club sport.
There are three divisions of teams
with, Lawrence falling among the
Division III category. Like all other
Division III teams, Lawrence’s
team is entirely student run.
Captains are elected to run practices, design plays and lead the

team. The club is also separated
between men and women’s teams;
however, the two have developed a close relationship. Often
times the two teams will practice
together, attend tournaments, as
well as scrimmage.
The Lawrence Ultimate
Frisbee team has recently
returned from their spring break
torunament in North Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina, where they
returned with a 3-4 record, an
improvement over the last couple
of years. “We played teams from
all across the country in different
style of ultimate, which was really
enjoyable,” says Wear. The team’s
season ended last weekend with
its Sectional tournament where
the team took third place out of
six teams, just narrowly missing
Regional tournament.
Although the official Ultimate
season is now over, members of
the Ultimate Frisbee teams are
always playing outside and enjoying the beautiful weather. These
players are very welcoming, and
will take any opportunity to enjoy
their sport.

tunity for the Vikings to improve
their conference standing after a
disappointing loss to Lake Forest
last weekend.
The baseball team will be facing St. Norbert twice this weekend,
first at St. Norbert on Saturday,
and second at home on Sunday.
The Vikings are coming off backto-back losses against Ripon last
weekend and a mid-week loss to
UW-Oshkosh. Wins this weekend
are greatly needed.
The track team will also be
traveling to St. Norbert this weekend. Coming off a list of impres-

sive individual performances last
weekend, the team will be looking
to continue the run up to the conference meet.
The golf team has its final
competitions before conference
this Saturday. The team will be
playing at the St. Norbert College
Invitational. The conference meet
will be on April 28.
The softball team will be furthest from home this weekend,
facing Knox away on Saturday.
After beating Beloit twice on April
20, the team will be hoping to take
down another conference rival.

Sports to watch out for this weekend

Teddy Kortenhof
Sports Editor

_____________________________________

The Lawrence Vikings have a
busy weekend ahead. There are a
number of events happening close
to campus over the next few days.
All of the varsity sports currently
in season will be competing.
On Saturday, the Men’s
Tennis team has two home competitions. At 9 a.m. the team will
face Grinnell. At 3 p.m. they will
again take the court, this time
against Cornell. These two conference opponents provide an oppor-

CJ Revis

Staff Writer

____________________________________

The NBA playoffs have started, which means we are that
much closer to finally being able
to watch the Spurs and Warriors
compete for the NBA title. So
what if technically that would be
the Western Conference Finals?
Everyone knows those are the two
best teams in the league. It is
hard to remember an NBA playoffs that had this much certainty
from analysts and fans alike. That
also means that this year has the
highest potential for stunning
upsets than it has since the Bulls’
domination of the 90s. It may not
happen, but the potential of it
should keep fans intrigued in all
of the first round games. Before I
break down the matchups and my
predictions, here is a quick recap
of the regular season, just in case
you missed it.
The defending champion
Warriors made history by breaking the record of most wins in
a season, topping the previous
mark of 72 wins with 73 wins of
their own. Stephen Curry proved
that last year’s MVP was not a
one-time occurrence. and continues to change the game. The
Spurs quietly dominate as well,
just not as much as the Warriors.
The Bulls crumbled down the
stretch and now head towards an
offseason where major moves are
likely on the horizon. And finally,
Kobe’s painful final season ends in
dramatic fashion as he took over
a fourth quarter for the final time
and scored 60 points in his curtain
call—we will ignore the fact it
took him 50 shots.
Onto the playoffs. The
playoff picture is not entirely
shocking, but the lack of competitiveness from some of the
supposedly elite teams is. The
majority of the teams in the playoffs are not major contenders for

the championship. They are just
there to extend their seasons and
hopefully provide us with some
entertaining games in the process.
These are mainly the teams in
the Eastern Conference, as the
Cavaliers and Heat are the only
teams I can reasonably see coming out of the conference. In the
Western Conference, everybody is
just hoping that the Thunder and
Clippers stay out of the way and
do not prevent us from seeing
what should be an all-time great
Western Conference finals showdown between the Warriors and
the Spurs. I can see either of them
playing the spoiler role, but I cannot see either running the table
in the playoffs. The Clippers have
been inconsistent all year and just
have never had the feeling of a
team ready to get over the hump,
and the same can be said for the
Thunder.
In my preseason prediction, I suggested that the
Warriors and Heat would meet
in the Finals, and I am sticking by
that prediction. Despite the loss
of Chris Bosh, I think the Heat
still have enough talent, balance,
and desire to beat the Cavaliers,
a team that has many more problems than there appear to be. The
Cavaliers may be the popular pick,
but I feel like they are bound to
implode. Ultimately I do not think
that will matter though, because
the Warriors are on a different
level than everybody else. No surprise here, but I am picking the
Warriors to repeat and go down
as one of the best teams of all
time.

Freshman Sportlight
by Arianna Cohen

Kieran Laursen—Tennis
This week, I had the pleasure of
speaking to freshman Men’s Tennis
player Kieran Laursen. Laursen
has had an outstanding freshman
season, remaining undefeated
in both singles and doubles play.
Alongside his partner, sophomore
Ben Tomhave, Laursen looks to end
his season undefeated and work
harder for upcoming seasons.
Arianna Cohen: Where are you
from? What made you choose
Lawrence?

Kieran Laursen: I’m from
Traverse City, Mich. Lawrence
really kind of had everything that
I wanted. Even on paper it had the
small-size liberal arts idea, but
it was also mainly a gut feeling. I
felt that if I didn’t go here it would
have felt all wrong.
AC: How was the transition from
high school tennis to the collegiate
level?

KL: Definitely a huge step up. Our
number-one guy is better than
anything I ever saw at the high

school level.

AC: So far this season you are
undefeated in singles and doubles.
What has contributed to this success?

KL: The be entirely honest, I
work really well with my partner
[Ben Tomhave]. When we get our
opportunities to play we really
fight and work hard and well
together to achieve our continued
success.
AC: You’ve played more matches
in doubles than singles, but is
there one that you prefer?

KL: I personally prefer singles.
It puts a lot more pressure on
myself to be held accountable for
my own mistakes. When you’re
playing doubles, there’s a lot of
pressure on you to perform for
not only you but for your partner,
and so it really adds to the overall
intensity of the match.
AC: How is it playing with your
teammate, Ben?

KL: When we went to Florida
over spring break [as a team] we
spent a ton of time together. It
really helped bring our movement
and communication on the court
together.

AC: Do you have any pregame rituals before you step onto the court?
KL: Our team cheer is “Duck, Duck,
Goose.” We always sit down in a
circle and play. When someone
yells “goose,” we just run around
in a circle and it gets us pretty
pumped up.

AC: What are your goals for the
rest of the season as well as the
rest of your time on the tennis
team?

KL: With the season coming to a
close, I really just want to end it
with Ben and I still being undefeated. Over the next few years I
really just want to see myself get
significantly better and really put
some good numbers on the board
for the team.

Photo by Emei Thompson
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Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Nigel Schuster - Golf
This week I sat down with junior Nigel Schuster of the Golf team.
Schuster is one of the top players on the team, and recorded a careerlow round this past weekend at the Forester Invitational. The score
tied him for second place, and also garnered him Midwest Conference
Player of the Week honors—the first Lawrence golfer to receive the
honor in three years.

STANDINGS
MEN’S TENNIS
TEAM
Grinnell
Monmouth
Lake Forest
Lawrence
Cornell
St. Norbert
Carroll
Knox
Illinois
Ripon

Gabe Chapman: Congrats on being named MWC player of the week.
How did you feel going into the match?

Nigel Schuster: Thanks a lot! The day before I carded an 82, but was
striking the ball really well. For me it was just a matter of getting my
game around the greens going. The night before I watched Cops and
bought some Captain Ahoy Chips and V8. It seems that that was the
right combination for the day!
GC: What do you think you did well that day?

NS: My long game on the front nine was amazing, which lead to me
being three under par after eight holes. On the back nine, my short
game kept me in the game. We as a team put a bigger focus on working out and increasing our physical strength. This really payed off.

GC: What was going through your head when you realized you had a
chance at a career-low score?

NS: Definitely conference at the end of April. It is the most important
meet of the season and it will be played at the course I just shot my

Blast

from
the

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

career low. But it is a double-edged sword. It will also be the last
tournament for the Lawrence University Golf team, because we will
be a club team next year.
GC: What expectations do you have for yourself going forward?

NS: My goal is to win conference—no question about that! After
this term I will be leaving Lawrence and this will be my last varsity
sports experience. After taking third last year, I want to leave a mark
by winning!

Past

By Teddy Kortenhof

Re-Play: Lawrence Baseball
Published 4/20/1956
This article, published sixty years
ago, recounts the birth of one of
Lawrence’s teams. It is strange
to think that teams that seem
so permanent today were at one
point no more than an idea under
debate. What team might be
added next to Lawrence’s roster?
Ripon’s announcement this
spring of baseball plans leaves
only two Midwest conference
schools out of the annual chase
for conference championship in
that sport. They are Grinnell and
Lawrence.
Ripon’s inauguration of
baseball this year and Beloit’s
taking up the sport last year
marks a resurgence, caused partly by the Milwaukee Braves, of
Wisconsin interest in the national pastime.
Six objections have
been advanced in regard to baseball at Lawrence. They are: lack
of funds, lack of coaching personnel, weather complications,
need of a playing surface, lack of
nearby opponents and the possible lack of manpower.
Lack of funds, the first
consideration, is possibly the
most important and the one
on which several of the others
hinge. Baseball is not nearly as
expensive to conduct as football,

Author: Richard Bjornson

the costs approximating those of
basketball or track.
I do not at present propose a
method for obtaining additional
funds, but I am sure that if there
was enough interest in the sport,
a satisfactory solution would be
forthcoming.
Lack of coaching personnel is a subsidiary objection,
revolving about the necessity for
adequate funds. The addition of
baseball to the Lawrence sports
picture would require a fourth
man on the coaching staff. As
Coach Anderson will no longer
coach the swim squad next year,
a fourth man is already needed
and could serve in both capacities.
Weather complications, a
minor consideration, have been
solved by St. Olaf, Carleton,
Ripon, and many of Wisconsin’s
northern high schools, and
undoubtedly could be resolved
by Lawrence.
As Whiting field does not
present an adequate playing surface, a Vike baseball team would
have to look elsewhere in town
for a diamond. There are at least
three fields in town, one of which
could probably be rented.
Ripon, Oshkosh State, St.
Olaf, Carleton, the Milwaukee
schools and conference foes

North
MWC
6-2
5-3
4-4
1-3
0-4
South
Grinnell
8-0
Cornell
7-1
Illinois
1-3
Knox
0-4
Monmouth
0-8
TEAM
Beloit
St. Norbert
Ripon
Lawrence
Carroll

NS: Since it was cold until last week, we did not have a lot of chances
to practice. Thus, I still lacked some stamina. I had several shots on
the back nine, that got me into some trouble due to a lack of concentration. Looking ahead to conference, this will be my focus.

GC: What are you looking forward to most this season?

OVR
24-5
9-8
12-7
11-8
12-9
5-7
5-11
2-18
2-14
1-15

BASEBALL

GC: What do you think you could have done better?

NS: After hole eight I knew it would be a really great round, actually
three under was the lowest I ever was in my career. Realizing that
made me very nervous, my next drive went straight into the woods.
Luckily I was able to more or less able to keep it together. Towards
the end of the round I was rather upset that I was not able to do better.

MWC
6-0
6-1
5-1
5-2
3-3
2-4
2-4
2-5
1-6
0-6

would provide adequate competition for any team Lawrence
could field.
Lawrence should not have a
manpower shortage in any sport,
but unfortunately we do. This
problem could be solved by student interest and backing.
Baseball would detract from
other spring sports, its opponents will add, because men otherwise competing in golf, tennis, or track would go out for it
instead. I do not think so. I firmly
believe that a group of over 250
upperclassmen could furnish a
complete diamond aggregation,
plus adequate representation in
the three other sports.
Baseball, as a sport, creates
considerable interest in most
parts of this country, Lawrence
included. I am sure that the
administrators of this school
and the members of the athletic
department would not block a
Lawrence team if they felt that
the student body was sufficiently
interested.
Of the nine conference
schools, seven compete in the
national sport. If Lawrence students were interested the competition could be increased to
eight.

By the
Numbers

52,182

Total meters run in
competition by the
Lawrence Track team
at the Wisconsin Lutheran college invitational on 4/16/2016.

OVR
17-7
9-9
6-18
7-13
10-11
21-4
17-8
13-10
4-15
11-15

SOFTBALL
TEAM
Lake Forest
Monmouth
Lawrence
Cornell
Illinois
Carroll
Grinnell
Ripon
St. Norbert
Beloit
Knox

MWC
11-1
13-3
7-3
8-4
9-5
7-5
7-5
2-8
2-12
0-10
0-10

OVR
17-10
19-9
14-9-1
15-13
17-11
16-12
15-12
2-22
2-20
4-22
0-24

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
Apr. 20, 2016

Sports in photos

Lawrence Baseball took on Ripon on April 16, 2016.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke
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Dance, Uncucumbered
Hitkarsh Chanana

Uncucumbered surprised its audience with spontaneous movements and instantaneous connections between the perform__________________________
ers. The performance featured Instructor of Dance Margaret
Paek, along with her longtime friends and dance partners from
New York, Bradley Teal Ellis, Melissa Guerrero, Elise Knudson and Paul Singh performing
all together for the first time. A completely improvised piece, Uncucumbered transported
the audience into the “utopian world of dance,” as Paek put it, where movements and
non-verbal understanding is the only form of communication. The dancers drew inspiration on the spot from the audience and their surroundings, being physically in the EschHurvis Studio with the scenic view of the river. As a recent addition to the faculty here at
Lawrence, Paek hopes to bring dance, especially improvisation, closer to students through
more classes and performances like Uncucumbered.
Marketing Manager

Advice from Alumni LU Entrepreneurship
Mina Seo
Staff Writer

________________________________________________

Retired CEO of Kraft Foods Group, Inc.
Tony Vernon ’78 shared personal and professional lessons that he aquired during his
career on Wednesday, April 13 in the Warch
Campus Center Cinema. Emphasizing how
significantly his personal values contributed to his professional career, he related
valuable experiences and memories that
helped him achieve his goals.
Vernon started handing out small notebooks with specific techniques of business
and family pictures to students to emphasize three personal values he cherished
throughout his career: being a good husband, good father and good businessman.
Vernon shared that being urged to go to
business school by a high school teacher during his teenage years was a huge
watershed moment for him to transition
into a business career later in life. Despite
this, he valued the liberal arts education
of Lawrence that helped him cultivate his
learning ability and discover other interests
he would continue to develop throughout
his lifetime.
As he briefly talked about his early
trajectory, Vernon recalled an interesting
moment that he had to write down his
career goals in ten words while he was a student in Northwestern University’s Kellogg
School of Management. While everybody
else talked about grandiose goals including
becoming a great founder of an enterprise
like J.P. Morgan or a successful physician,
Vernon confidently presented his personal
values: being a good father, good husband
and good businessman. Many students initially mocked this vision, but the professor
complimented his personal goals as the
most valuable goals among others. Vernon
said he never regretted his decision to live
by these principles and believes that this
practice encouraged him to ultimately succeed in his career.
Throughout his 23-year career, however, Vernon confessed that he almost aban-

doned very important value of family at one
time. He was then one of the top officials at
Johnson & Johnson and busy with traveling all over the country while missing the
chance to see his son playing baseball in
the field. After he faced several conflicts
with his family, he finally made a huge decision: to resign from his high-level position
at the firm. Fortunately, his boss dissuaded
Vernon from resigning and allowed him to
take the spring off so that he could spend
time with his family. He did not have to
resign after all, and continued to share his
valuable memories with his sons and wife.
This experience still reminds Vernon of the
utmost importance of balancing between
family and career so that he could succeed
in accomplishing his goals in the long term.
As the practical advice to students
interested in business, Vernon suggested
one word for the key to success: persistence. “The companies want to see you keep
contacting and sending personal emails,”
he added. “Don’t take their no’s and keep
trying and asking.” While many students
feel disappointed if they do not hear any
reply from their companies, Vernon advised
that it is important to show your passion
by persistently trying out and sending the
emails to the firms. By not focusing on the
failures, he underlined the importance of
persistence in the process of realizing one’s
dreams.

Karina Barajas
Staff Writer

________________________________

Junior Blake Roubos, together with his
brother, Bailey Roubos and friend from boarding school, Harris Allen, founded his own startup company, DroneHub Media. DroneHub, a
videography company specializing in aerial
cinematography, recently received a $150,000
investment for 15 percent equity in DroneHub,
which put it at a million-dollar evaluation.
Roubos and his team work with clients
in major cities to film luxury real estate, golf
course, corporate and hotel videos. “We are
very excited with the recent purchase of a Red
Epic cinema camera which will go on our new
ALTA 6 drone,” said Roubos. “That setup is
around $70,000, but is already getting us work
with large news networks, movies and jobs
with professional sports teams.”
When asked what makes his startup
unique, Roubos stated, “What sets us apart
from our competitors is that we have the best
equipment, deliver great quality work and our
333 exemption that allows us to do commercial
drone work. With our partnership we have
a wonderful new office and editing suite in
Appleton.” Coordinator of the Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Program and Lecturer of
Economics Gary T. Vaughan points out that
Roubos’ main clients are realtors.
Before DroneHub Media, Roubos, an
economics major, participated in Lawrence’s
Innovation and Entrepreneurship (I&E)
interdisciplinary area. “I am very happy to
be at Lawrence, through the Innovation and
Entrepreneurship program with professors like
Adam Galambos and Gary Vaughan because it
has inspired me to be an entrepreneur and has
allowed me to connect with the right people in
the area,” commented Roubos.
Dwight and Marjorie Peterson Professor
of Innovation and Associate Professor of
Economics Adam Galambos added that being
in the I&E program does not necessarily mean
students have to come out with a start-up company like Roubos. He said, “It is actually not a

goal for students in I&E to start a company and
usually that would not happen, but if it does,
we do our best to provide support. Our goal
is to encourage an innovative and entrepreneurial mindset in whatever students do.” This
mindset has helped students majoring in physics, art and economics, to name a few.
I&E’s courses were developed by a group
of ten faculty members from half a dozen
departments and became an interdisciplinary
area last year. Currently, there are 24 students
in the program.
Galambos talks about the history of innovation and entrepreneurship. “I am interested
in both subjects academically, but I am also
very interested in bringing innovative thinking
and an entrepreneurial mindset to Lawrence. I
think that the ability to think innovatively and
entrepreneurially in anything you do will be
very powerful,” he commented. Vaughan talks
about how to develop a prototype and use
practical applications and feasibility of specific
prototypes. Vaughan said he “brings practical
opportunity and years of experience in business to the table.” Vaughan’s focus has changed
from business startups to sustainable business
models. “I like helping non-profit businesses.
When we are looking at I&E in Lawrence we
are looking at sustainable business models,” he
commented.
When asked to explain why I&E is not
a major, Galambos replied, “Innovation and
Entrepreneurship is not meant to replace anything, it is meant to enhance everything. I
believe students will benefit from taking a
course or two in I&E that will help them to
pursue whatever their dreams are.” Vaughan
added that I&E is for “students who would not
necessarily think of themselves as innovators
in their specific field and being able to embrace
that.” This sums up how Blake Roubos turned
his passion into reality.
Roubos is also searching for more talents
and looking forward to expanding his company.
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Senior Send-off: Emily Wendorff
Margaret Koss
Staff Writer

______________________________________

With graduation quickly approaching, our
time with the members of the Class of 2016 is
getting short. To give us a better idea of what
the seniors are doing after Lawrence and how
they got there, this column will feature a different senior each week for the rest of the year.
This week’s senior is Emily Wendorff, who will
be moving back to Madison to start studying
to become a doula.
“A doula is a birth companion, whereas
a midwife is more on the medical side,”
Wendorff said. “A doula is there for emotional and mental support. My ultimate dream is
to open a center for natural childbirth, offering services including music therapy, doulas
and midwives.”
Wendorff always wanted to go into
music therapy, and plans to save money in
order to pursue a master’s degree and a subsequent doctorate degree. “Music therapy
can be used like any other form of therapy,”
she explained. “In terms of childbirth, it can
integrate the patient in making music, listening to music and interacting with music, and
that can be used for anything in terms of
reduction of mental and emotional issues to
actual pain reduction.”
To prepare for a higher degree in music
therapy, Wendorff originally started out at
Lawrence in the five-year double degree program with a B.A. in psychology and a B.M. in
trumpet performance. Recently, she dropped
the degree in psychology in favor of the fouryear program. “I realized I didn’t want to pay
that much money for an extra degree and

year at Lawrence,” she said. “I think the fiveyear degree is hard because of the amount
of things that conflict with music rehearsals.
The program is well-designed, but it’s hard
for professors [in the college] to understand
the conflicts.”
Dropping the second degree and completing the B.M. in four years was not simple
either—though Wendorff will be walking
at graduation this year, she will have to
return in the fall to perform another recital.
Wendorff noted that often students in the
Conservatory’s five-year program struggle
with the same problem. “I’m just not really
enjoying Lawrence enough to want to spend
another year here. The atmosphere here in
the last one or two years has not been the
most inclusive,” she said.
Wendorff has certainly witnessed
enough of Lawrence’s atmosphere to make
this assessment; in addition to studying
in both the college and the Conservatory,
Wendorff has been an active member in several organizations, and was one of the former
presidents of Greenfire Cooperative.
“Having a leadership role in any organization on campus is interesting, because you
experience heads butting and learn how to
deal with different kinds of people,” she said.
“I’ve gained a lot of valuable experiences
through Greenfire’s club and co-op, especially in interacting with organizations and
farms around our community.” Her experience in Greenfire has also led her to pursue a
cooperative living situation in Madison upon
graduation.
Though Wendorff has learned a lot at
Lawrence, some of her experiences were
more negative than positive. “Lawrence was,
in certain ways, very necessary for me. What
I most value about Lawrence is the connections I’ve made with people,” she said. “But

Lawrence has put me through a lot of trouble
in many ways than it’s been worth. The way
that Lawrence goes about change sometimes,
in the student body, is extremely upsetting to
me. The way Lawrence goes about oppression, racism and sexual assault issues is disappointing to me, but we do have to keep in
mind that it is a problem with most schools.
But we definitely need to work toward fixing it. However, in my opinion, there are a
lot more productive ways to go about fixing these things that do not
involve an immense flaunting of privilege.”
The amount of privilege
in the Lawrence community
is impossible to ignore, as it
is with most private liberal
arts schools. Wendorff critiqued the privilege on campus while simultaneously
recognizing her own. “There
are a lot of times I wish I
hadn’t come to Lawrence,
and a lot of times I wish
I wasn’t at Lawrence,” she
said. “But I think overall,
there are some great opportunities and it’s not worth
guessing if it was worth it or
not, because this is how it is.
And it’s an extreme privilege
to be able to go to a school
like Lawrence, and I’m very
grateful for it.”
Wendorff’s advice to
any undergraduates who
ever find themselves feeling marginalized or ignored:
“Not to sound radically
socialist or anything—not
that I care either way—but

my biggest thing is don’t take b-------. A lot
of times you’ll sound like a d---. But do you
want history to show that you were passive and silent? Or do you want history to
show that you gave a f--- and wanted to help
people out in the present and the future, and
were willing to go out of your way to make
progress?”

Photo courtesy of Emily Wendorff

Photo Feature: Relay for Life

Sophomores Mason Krelitz and Christian Rasmussen play for the fundraiser in their band
Rat Park.

Each group participating and organizers of the event had tables selling various goods and raffles. Participants could buy a Luminaria
bag for $1 to honor a survivor currently battling cancer or to memorialize a loved one who fought hard but lost their battle. There were
also many sweet treats to beat the heat, including root beer floats sold by Lambda Sigma Honor Society and sweet tea sold by Kappa
Kappa Gamma. All proceeds were donated to the American Cancer Society.

Hitkarsh Chanana

Relay for Life was held this past weekend on Saturday April, 16 on the Quad.
Thirteen teams participated in this six-hour event, hosting booths and events as
__________________________
well as walking around the green. The event broke the goal of $10,000 and raised
$11,718 dollars for cancer research. According to online tallies, Delta Gamma
raised the most per club with a total of $3,240, followed by the joint team of Lawrence University Volleyball
and Lawrence University Women’s Basketball, which raised $1,365. Relay for Life initially began in 1985 in
Tacoma, Washington, when one person, Dr. Gordy Klatt, ran his own fundraiser for 24 hours straight. Since
then, Relay has held events across the globe. Lawrence’s own abridged version of Relay occurs annually.
Marketing Manager

Students take a break from the heat and enjoy the music on the Quad.
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Lawrence bands tell stories in “Vignettes”
Margaret Norby

For The Lawrentian
____________________________________

Sunday, April 17
Recitals
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

_______________________

As Spring Term entered its
third week, junior and senior
recitals in the Conservatory
seemed to grow more and
more frequent, and in some
cases, one may have found
themselves going to many a
day. Such was the case for me
this past Sunday, April 17, as I
saw five of my friends put on
recitals that exhibited the devotion of much time and effort.
In this atypical column, I will
share three short stream-ofconscious meditations on each
concert:
I. Alek Wasserman, piano
–- Sunday, April 17, 11 a.m.,
Harper Hall.
As I sat down for senior
Alek Wasserman’s recital, I
realized I had never seen him
play solo piano for more than
a couple minutes, if at all. This
experience was a bit strange for
me, as most of the friends I see
perform I have seen perform
before. The unfamiliarity I had
with his playing only accentuated how he pored over the
music that was either in his
memory or in front of him, letting his emotions and connection to the pieces pour out of
his fingertips and through the
ivory. This approach to playing was the case for each of his
five very different pieces, with
each showcasing a drastically
different side of his playing and
approach to music.
The concert began with
perhaps my favorite portion—
excerpts from “24 Preludes” by
Chopin. With each prelude—
a minute long on average—
Wasserman put me in a long
moment of transfixion and
wonder, something I do not
encounter much with more traditional, completely composed
instrumental music. I felt like I
was hearing this type of music
in a new light, one that made
sense and moved me like never
before. This feeling continued
on to the contrasting pieces but
was no doubt at its strongest
throughout the Chopin selections.
As I listened to the following pieces—one by Arnold
Schoenberg, another by John
Luther Adams, one composed
by a friend and collaborator,
junior Isaac Mayhew and an
original
composition—the
question of why this concert
resonated with me so much
would not leave my mind. It
still is there, nagging me, as I
write this meditation, and I still
have no answer. Until I come up
with one, I will have to accept
the fact that sometimes the way
music interacts with its listeners is inexplicable, mysterious,
incomprehensible and sometimes all three.
II. Alaina Leisten, bassoon, and Nathan Gornick, clar-

inet—Sunday, April 17, 3 p.m.,
Harper Hall.
It is a pleasure seeing people who are good friends with
each other put on a joint recital, especially when they work
well together musically and
otherwise and create a cohesive program. Throughout the
recital—even before the piece
they actually played together—
I saw and heard what seemed
like juniors Alaina Leisten and
Gornick feeding off each other’s creative vibes and desire to
share the music they love with
their audience. With selections
that emphasized their technical
and lyrical chops, both juniors
left the audience in awe and
feeling close to the music.
What made me closer to
this music—which I was, for
the most part, pretty unfamiliar with—was the way Leisten
and Nathan Gornick let their
personalities show through
the way they played. Because
I am much more well-versed in
jazz and improvisatory music, I
often am intimidated by composed music because of its different connotations and preconceived notions. This intimidation leads me to not check
out much of this music, so I
do not often see how the performers of this kind of music
can connect to the music and
audience in both similar and
different ways than the music
I am more comfortable with.
For whatever reason, as I listened to Leisten and Gornick’s
recital, my mind opened up
and I began to feel the connections and power behind the
music they played. Through
their program choices, overall sound and attitude while
playing, it was clear that their
instruments were extensions of
themselves and that the recital
was a platform meant to highlight that extension.
III. Irene Durbak, percussion, and Dominic Ellis, trombone –- Sunday, April 17, 8 p.m.,
Harper Hall.
Walking into a dark
Harper Hall filled with ambient electronic music accompanied by percussion is not a
typical opening for a recital,
although I partly wish it was.
With minimal music going on
and a gradual decrescendo of
chatter from the audience as
they settled in, “On the Density
of Life” by junior Jason Koth
set a wonderful mood for the
concert, inspiring deep listening throughout even though the
other pieces were unlike the
introduction. The oddity of an
ambient piece followed by a
long moment of silence certainly put the following pieces
in a much different light for
many reasons.
For one, the transition to
the next piece was positively
overwhelming—the applause

See page 9

On Friday, April 15, the
Lawrence University Symphonic
Band and Wind Ensemble
came together in the Lawrence
Memorial Chapel to present a
program entitled “Vignettes.”
Conductors Matthew Arau ‘97 and
Andrew Mast chose each piece in
the program with the intention of
telling a story.
The Lawrence University
Symphonic Band, conducted by
Arau, began the concert with
“Shortcut Home” by Dana Wilson,
published in 2003. Its dissonant
fanfare and changing meters provided listeners with an intriguing and appropriate opening to
the program. The Symphonic
Band then performed Vincent
Persichetti’s “Divertimento for
Band” composed in six short
movements, where each movement represented a part of a
larger picture. Lively conducting
from Arau as well as expressive
solos from many different mem-

bers of the Symphonic Band made
this piece an audience favorite.
The Symphonic Band then continued with “Four Scottish Dances”
written by Malcom Arnold and
arranged by John Paynter. Its highlights were guest harpist Tammy
Naze and a lovely solo by sophomore and oboist Manuel Ferreira.
This piece’s last movement was
a lively dance whose exciting
end rounded out the Symphonic
Band’s set and marked the end of
the concert’s first half.
The Lawrence University
Wind Ensemble, conducted
by Mast, opened the second
half of the program with “D’un
Matin de Printemps” composed
by Lili Boulanger and arranged
by Francois Branciard. This
piece truly showcased the Wind
Ensemble’s ability to play busy,
technical passages as well as more
expressive, whimsical ones. The
Wind Ensemble continued their
set with “Mojave” by Michael
Torke, which featured alumnus
Mike Truesdell ‘07 on marimba.
“Mojave” was a smooth, rhythmic

dance, whose ending showcased
Truesdell’s technical abilities,
even though the piece harnessed
Truesdell’s more finessed, engaging style most of the time. The
Wind Ensemble finished their
set and the program itself with
“Emblems” by Aaron Copland, a
standard. Mast explained that the
composer, Aaron Copland, once
described emblems as “symbols,
or meanings for other things,” but
eventually expressed that it is up
to the listener to decide what an
emblem means to them. The piece
featured rich, vivid textures and
bright, full sounds. Its hopeful and
lively ending closed the concert
fittingly.
“Vignettes” featured both
the collaborative creativity and
solid leadership of Mast and Arau,
while exhibiting the artistic and
technical abilities of each ensemble. The works chosen provided
listeners with a story from start to
finish –- and a delightful, diverse
one at that.

bringing Russian folk tradition to
Wisconsin and the Midwest. In
concert, his stage presence was
powerful and his conducting
expertise was obvious.
The Russian Folk Orchestra
does not include many typical orchestral instruments; this
group shares only the flute and
oboe with the modern symphony
orchestra. Most of the players use
either a domra or balalaika. Both
of these instruments come from
the lute family of string instruments. The domra has a round
body, and the balalaika has a shallow, triangular body. They come
in several sizes, some as large as
a string bass.
The first piece listed in the
program was “Patriotic Song,” and
it served to introduce the audi-

ence to the Russian folk style.
Many people in the audience had
attended the pre-concert lecture
and instrument display and were
excited to finally hear the instruments in action. The overall sound
was dominated by a plodding bass
line and tremolo-style strumming.
In the background, one could hear
the harmonies of the accordionlike bayan.
Members of the ensemble
dressed in traditional Russian
garments. The men’s shirts and
robes were white, and the women
wore colorful dresses. The group
is comprised of students from the
University of Wisconsin and interested community members, many
of whom have Russian heritage
or a special interest in Russian

who takes a single class in economics knows, high reward comes
with a high risk sometimes, and
this production was no different.
The audience members for this
particular performance corpsed—that is to say, broke character
by laughing—more than Jimmy
Fallon ever did in his SNL days
and ruined a joke of having a man
with silver hair be treated like
a ten-year-old. The jokes, most
of which were improvised, hit
the wrong notes in terms of tone
and subject matter: generally, it
seemed that the audience did not
laugh so much at the content as
the fact that they had a personal
connection to whomever was saying the lines, creating an insider’s
club feel that made this critic feel
adrift, wondering why I was not
laughing when almost everyone
else was doubled over. The jokes
also fell into the realm of “quippery,” which is difficult to pull
off under even the best circumstances, and with the sound in
the Cloak Theatre being a bit of a
variable, someone a few rows up
would frequently burst out laughing at something that someone
farther back barely caught.
Usually, this sort of problem in musicals gets made up for

when the talking stops and the
music gets going, but Finn is not
exactly a songwriter par excellence. Numbers frequently seem
to bleed into being rather than
arising naturally from the plot; the
songs all felt at least a few minutes
too long; and the melodies and
arrangements never seemed to
soar the way they needed to.
These problems were not the
fault of the musicians or the actors,
especially not the latter, who had
several exciting standouts. In
particular, freshman Eddie Hood
embodied a carefree attitude that
was surprisingly grounding as
Leaf Coneybear, never getting too
lost in what would be a one-note
character for other actors, and
sophomore Jordan Ross stole the
show as William Barfree, taking
a character that at first made one
think of Ted Cruz and revealing
him to be closer to an everyman
than meets the eye. The ensemble
was a rewarding one who will do
well in future productions. But,
for this particular spelling bee,
it is sad to say no matter how
many definitions one asks for, the
production will not become any
clearer.

Folk orchestra plays Russian music
Wendell Leafstedt
Staff Writer

_________________________

On Sunday, April 17,
the University of Wisconsin
Russian Folk Orchestra travelled to Appleton to perform in
the Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
Together, about 40 musicians performed various pieces on authentic Russian instruments such as
the balalaika and domra. Many
Lawrence students and Appleton
residents attended the concert.
Victor Gorodinsky, the
ensemble’s founder and conductor, works primarily as a
Slavic Languages Librarian at
the University of Wisconsin–
Madison. Born in Moscow, Russia,
Gorodinsky is passionate about

See page 9

Theatre department puts on Spelling Bee
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

________________________

The production of “William
Finn’s The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee” on Sunday,
April 17, could be summed up
in one word, and that word is
“anarchic.” This musical is not one
in which you are expected to sit,
clap at the appropriate times, and
maybe get a few laughs in. This
production was much more freeform. Audience members were
invited to participate by signing
up ahead of time—this critic’s
batch was eliminated relatively
quickly, but actual spelling bee
champions have participated in
the show and lasted as many as
14 rounds; most of the jokes—
indeed, much of the script—was
flexible and ad-libbed; and characters swore, made crude jokes,
and generally did not portray
themselves as the barely-tweens
they were supposed to be.
Usually, this sort of approach
to comedy can result in a rocketship full of laughs with the potential for an actor or an audience
member to steal the show with a
well-timed quip. But, as anyone
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ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:

MITCHELL NELSON
Emma Arnesen
Staff Writer

__________________________________

For senior and trumpet performance major Mitchell Nelson, music has
always been a part of life. With parents
as band directors, Mitchell has continued his love for music from his youth
to the present as a current member of
Lawrence University’s Wind Ensemble
and Symphony Orchestra while pursuing a Bachelor of Music degree. Nelson
explained, “Well, my dad being a band
director, [he] actually took the jazz band
up to Lawrence all four years that I was in
high school for Jazz Weekend, which takes
place in November, so that’s how I first got
acquainted with Lawrence.”
Nelson’s junior recital last year and
the preparation for his senior recital this
year have been opportunities where he
has been able to express his musicality
through trumpet. For his junior recital,
Nelson shared “I had a solo, then a trio,
and then I actually transcribed a piece for
trumpet and guitar.” When talking about
composing and transcribing his pieces,
Nelson stated, “I mean, [I had] a little bit
of experience beforehand, like I hear a
song and I just play along with it, but I
didn’t actually really get into transcribing
and arrangement until last year.”

Meditations

continued from page 8
following the silence as the performers walked out was deafening, and the duet for trombone and
percussion by juniors Dominic
Ellis and Irene Durbak, respectively, was anything but ambient.
While this statement is obvious to
those who witnessed the recital,
I mention it because I had never
heard anything quite like it. The
ardor of Koth’s piece transferred
over, but I was suddenly thrown
into a musical atmosphere of a
stronger intensity and movement.
The grand rollercoaster of the
program continued with songlike and pained trombone, spoken
word interjecting marimba, flute
fluttering over auxiliary percus-

Folk orchestra
continued from page 8

culture.
After
several
pieces,
Gorodinsky stepped to the
side and introduced alto Anna
Gubenkova. Gubenkova, originally
from Belarus, has performed with
the Russian Folk Orchestra many
times in recent years. Her standout song was called “The Black
Raven,” or “Чёрный Борон” in
Russian, which was composed by
conductor Gorodinsky. It featured
dark lyrics and a low-range flute
counter-melody.
During the final standing ovation, Gorodinsky signaled that the
audience should sit back down.
The orchestra had planned an

In preparation for his senior recital this spring, Nelson explained “It also
seems like I’m doing a trumpet recital in
honor [of] or trying to replicate this trumpet player called Timofei Dokschitzer.”
Three out of the five tunes Nelson prepared for his recital were inspired by
listening to Dokschitzer’s recordings.
For accompaniment, Nelson said he had
Collaborative Pianist Nick Towns and
senior David Voss on piano. For his final
piece in the recital, Nelson put together a
string orchestra, having transcribed “Blue
Moon” by Clifford Brown from the album
“Clifford Brown with Strings.” Nelson
described Brown’s arrangement of the
“Blue Moon” jazz standard by Richard
Rodgers for a string nonet as having “six
violins, two violas, a cello, plus rhythm
section, so piano, guitar, percussion or
drums and a bass. So I transcribed and
arranged all of that,” Nelson proudly stated.
When trying to think about the
professors and instructors that have
helped him throughout his four years at
Lawrence, Nelson paused and answered,
“Honestly everybody. Well, [Associate
Professor of Music and Teacher of
Trumpet] John Daniel, is my studio professor, so he’s probably been the most
directly influential for my trumpet playing. But musically, [Lecturer of Music]

sion and an intriguing piece for
four low instruments aptly named
“The Low Quartet.” The leaps and
bounds from the drastically different pieces were, to say the least,
exciting, and it was remarkable to
see the two musicians transverse
those changes.
It was a beautiful experience
covering all three of these recitals
in one column because it forced
me to experience them both as
a whole and on their own. With
each perspective, my appreciation
for the few hours of music that
I am often ignorant of grows. It
makes me content to know that
with so many of these recitals left
to attend, I am not going solely
to support my friend; rather I am
just beginning to relish the music
they share.
encore: “Tonight,” from “West
Side Story” by Leonard Bernstein.
While it was a surprising choice,
the musicians seemed excited
about it. 		
Unfortunately, they had to
restart the encore after about
fifteen seconds of the introductory material came out scrambled.
Gorodinsky turned back to the
audience and said with a smile,
“It happens even with the New
York Philharmonic!” The second
time, all of the parts came together cleanly. The balalaikas played
a special version of the famous
melody, and everyone cheered
afterward. It was fun to spend the
night learning about traditional
Russian folk performance.

Photo by Veronica Bella

Patty Darling and [Assistant Professor of
Music and Director of Jazz Studies] José
Encarnación with the Jazz Department,
and then Mast for Ensemble.” The support he has received from these different
departments inspire Nelson to continue
music as he is currently looking at graduate programs. “I’m looking at Penn State
right now; I just turned in my application
for that. So that’s all I know for shortterm. But long-term I want to actually

do what Professor Daniel does and teach
music at a small college,” said Nelson.
A visit from Lawrence alumnus Jeff
Kurtenacker ‘99 along with Grammy
Award-nominated trumpet player Wayne
Bergeron opened Nelson’s eyes to what
it is like to work with studio recording.
He fondly remembered, “[Kurtenacker
and Bergeron] came out from L.A. to

See page 10

Album Review
Parquet Courts’
“Human Performance”
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

_______________________

As a fan who has only listened to their second album—
“Light Up Gold”—and seen
them live once, Parquet Courts’
most recent album surprised
me. “Human Performance” does
not have as much of a raw or
unhinged sound as their sophomore album or live shows, but I
still enjoyed it immensely. As is
evident from many of my album
reviews, I love when musicians
change up their sound—subtly
or drastically—as much as I
love when they stay the same.
Parquet Courts does a great
job of blending both of these
aspects with this album.
Right off the bat, after
listening to the whole thing, I
could safely say this album has
a sort of timeless quality. It is
easy to hear Parquet Courts’
influences from The Velvet
Underground, Lou Reed, underground ‘80s punk and more

recent bands. They expertly
mix not only these sounds, but
many more along with their
own original attributes—such
as subtly affected vocals and
a much tighter, rehearsed feel.
These characteristics remain
true to their whole discography, but this album specifically
showcases their effort to innovate more than imitate.
Part of their major change
in sound from “Light Up Gold”
to “Human Performance” is
their use of repetition, layering
and simplicity all used in tandem. Throughout the album,
the songs are constructed with
vamped ideas—building blocks
that are used over and over
again until the band decides to
switch to a different block. This
method of composition makes
the album more digestible and
controlled than the sound that
I am more familiar with.
However, Parquet Courts’
vocals and lyrics are still very
similar to their other releases—
introspective, slightly dark—

not unlike the aforementioned
Velvet Underground and Lou
Reed. With this more subdued
background rather than dense
walls of punk instrumentals,
one can focus on the vocals
much more—a nice change.
While not immediately
gripping like the first time I
heard them live or on the first
album of Parquet Courts’ I dove
into, this album was still a success in my book, as it continues
to capture the essence of the
band that drew me to them,
but also incorporates many
new elements. I look forward
to hearing it in the context of
the rest of their discography,
but until then, I will continue
listening, caught in a daze of
head-bobbing and pondering.
Favorite tracks: “Human
Performance,” “I Was Just
Here,” “Steady On My Mind”
and “One Man No City.”

CORRECTION: In the April 15 issue of The Lawrentian, Nicholas Lampert was misidentified as Nicholas Lambert. The editorial board highly regrets this mistake.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Day Drinking and You

The Two Mambas
Oswaldo Gomez
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Spring Term is here and the Wisconsin hellscape has finally given way to more temperate weather.
Subsequently, more students are finding the outdoors enjoyable again. This past weekend, with temperatures exceeding 70 degrees, many students could be found in the Quad and on Main Hall Green playing
frisbee, doing their class readings outside and cracking open cans of Red Dog.

Public drinking is not an unfamiliar sight on college campuses, and Lawrence is no exception. Many
Lawrentians await the warmer weather with the promise of events such as LU-aroo and Greek Week.
Although these events do not explicitly promote substance use, the nature of these outdoor events do
very little to dissuade it.

According to a study by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA), 72
percent of people go through a heavy drinking phase in their late teens and twenties. However, this
information will never be featured in a college admissions brochure.
Spring is a prime time for prospective student and family visits; April for instance, hosts two
Admitted Students Days. However, public drinking creates a conflict between presenting a true representation of the college with the image that the Admissions Office hopes to promote. While students should
not have to hide these activities every time there are prospective students on campus, Lawrentians need
to be aware that their actions contribute to the perceptions of the student body as a whole.
Day drinking is not all fun and games. Lawrence’s official policies concerning drug and alcohol use
expect that students will follow local, state and federal laws. This follows the wide understanding that
students will also adhere to Lawrence’s Social Code. Public intoxication can make some students uncomfortable, and can sometimes lead to dangerous and risky behavior.

One thing students don’t always consider when they choose to drink outside—especially when
underage— is that they may face more serious repercussions from law enforcement. If one chooses to
drink in a Lawrence building, likely the worst thing that will come from it is a slap on the wrist from
Campus Safety. If one decides to drink outside, they may face more serious repercussions from the
Appleton Police Department.
Whether or not the choices that individual students make involve alcohol or not, ensuring safety
should be a top priority for both the student body and the campus as a whole. While public drinking is
not necessarily an enticing scene for perspectives students and parents to witness, it provides insight
into real college life and the responsibilities that come with these choices.
Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Jonathan Rubin at jonathan.c.rubin@
lawrence.edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the
right to edit for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be more than 350 words.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty
and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the
staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters
outlined in the masthead.

There is no “Lawrence bubble”
Guil Louis

For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

Recent events have shown
that we affect the Appleton community as much as the community
affects us. We are not in an isolated
sphere separate from Appleton;
rather, we are one of sole institutions driving the Appleton community.
Fall Term, students of color
and their allies had a protest
about consistent racial harassment down College Avenue. I
was one of the protestors and my
friend and I stood face to face with
a racist middle-age white man in
the farmers market telling us that
our experiences were invalid and
called us “stupid” in the process.
At that point I felt as though
this idea of the Lawrence bubble
was nothing but an illusion that
protected us from the “realities”
of the world.
Another example where
Lawrence’s logic seem to fail is
when students of color were met
with death threats by Appleton
community members, because of
a list of demands.
Where was the Lawrence
bubble when hundreds of people from the Appleton community came to see Bill Clinton at
the campus center? The point that
I am trying to articulate is that
Lawrence interacts with the com-

munity more then we would like
to admit.
Lawrence may not be a big
university, but we should not
underestimate the influence we
have on the Appleton community.
Some of the ideas that are coming
out of Lawrence and seeping into
outside community can be construed by community members as
“too liberal.”
Lawrence is already seen as
this hippie school that is LGBTQ+
friendly and full of racial diversity, compared to some of its other
institutional counterparts in the
Fox Cities.
When speaking about the
relationship between Appleton
and Lawrence there is a class
undertone that exists. The
“Lawrence bubble” is more
indicative of a social and class
divide instead of an isolated college student body that is too busy
to engage with the outside community or that does not want to
engage at all.
Geographically we are not
isolated from the Appleton community, unlike some schools
we are not in the middle of
nowhere—contrary to popular
belief. Lawrence is located in
downtown Appleton, which has
a way more interesting nightlife
than Neenah or Menasha. We also
have a major street that goes right
through our campus that trucks

and cars from all over use.
The Lawrence bubble is a
mindset that students and faculty have adopted to isolate themselves from the rest of the world,
but historically college institutions have played a huge role in
influencing the politics of the local
community—whether it is a big
city or small city—that they are
a part of.
As college students we have
the agency to decide whether we
want to engage in the “real world”..
I have to admit, I have used
the excuse of the Lawrence bubble
as a way to isolate myself from
all the political unrest and violence that is happening around
the globe.
Coming from Brooklyn, N.Y.,
I was consistently exposed to the
violence happening in my neighborhood via news. When I came
to Lawrence it was easy for me to
ignore the Appleton community
and what was happening, because
I did not necessarily have to listen.
But I realize just because I have
more agency to decide whether
I want to engage in the outside
world does not mean that I am
isolated from it or not impacted
by it.
This idea of the Lawrence
bubble creates a feeling of isolation from the grander world, but
it is only a mental illusion.
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April 13, 2016 was a historic
day for basketball. On this faithful Wednesday night, the world
witnessed Kobe Bryant’s last
game. Tallying an impressive 60
points, four assists and one block,
the “Black Mamba” solidified his
legacy. At 37, Kobe leaves behind
innumerable feats that revolutionized the game. The Mamba’s basketball life will certainly live in the
memory of sports fans for beyond
last Wednesday.
But what about the other Kobe,
the one accused of sexual assault
back in 2003?
Entertainers today shape culture in various ways and forms.
But to what extent are entertainers shaping a rape culture? And
more importantly, how should
normal fans like you and I see
an entertainer? Are we to completely disregard any figure with
a troublesome history? Or can
we separate the person from the
entertainer?
In my opinion Kobe Bryant is a
basketball legend—but that is it.
There is nothing more that should
be admired about him. The “possible” rape allegation against him
automatically discredits his character. The same I believe to be
true of all public figures with similar pasts. While we can address
and even praise an entertainer for
their contributions to culture, we
must never idolize them if their
character is one that benefits from
perpetrating rape culture.
To be clear, Kobe’s case is a
difficult one to piece together, and
condemning him as an outright
sexual predator would be unfair.
The basketball superstar was
never actually convicted of sexual
assault. However, that is partly
because a prosecution never took
place. Instead, as is usually the
case, Bryant settled outside of
court providing payment for the
victim’s silence, and an apology to
everyone else.
While one cannot say for certain that Kobe is a sexual predator, we can assume that he greatly
benefitted from being a popular
and wealthy figure. What is more,
his lawyer during the case notoriously painted the accuser as a
liar among other inappropriate
tactics. To me, that is a classic case
of victim blaming on the part of
Kobe’s legal team. A play that is
dirty beyond imagination.
While the details of the case
might be obscure, in the end, the
truth is that Kobe admitted to at
least cheating on his wife, while
also silencing a possible victim

with highly unnecessary and dirty
tactics.
What is more unfortunate is
the fact that this kind of behavior is quite prevalent and even
expected in today’s entertainment
world. Examples like Michael
Jackson, R. Kelly and Woody Allen
have tragically become too common. The victories or settlements
of such cases ultimately show that
our legal system has become too
soft on the rich and famous.
But how are we, the consumers, to respond in the face of many
tragic accusations? Should we
remove “Bump ’N Grind” from our
playlists? Are we to never watch
the “Thriller” video again? Are
Kobe posters no longer PC?
The scary reality is that there
are too many public figures and
entertainers with horrible senses
of morality for us to keep track.
Truly boycotting all entertainers
with a troubling past would be
impossible.
However that is not to say that
we should just ignore every entertainer’s moral decisions. Instead,
we should look at the entertainers
that we individually prefer, and
really judge for ourselves who we
will continue to profit.
This might seem like an easy
enough task, but trust me, it is
not. In my own experience I have
been forced to acknowledge the
accusations of someone who was
once an idol of mine: Patrick Kane,
the American hockey superstar,
who was accused of rape last
summer. In an expected fashion,
a New York judge ruled him innocent and he walked away free. He
even played an amazing season,
making his way to the top of the
point-scored list, giving me fewer
reasons to hate him.
After much meditation on the
issue, I decided that wearing his
jersey and backing his innocence
was inappropriate. Today’s entertainers do not operate within the
fair boundaries of the law. It is
too easy for them to escape any
repercussions and for their pasts
to be forgotten. Until some serious
legal reforms or cultural changes
are made in order to help protect
all victims of crimes committed
by the famous and wealthy, I will
abstain from purchasing merchandise associated with or promoting alleged predators. Many of
us already contribute to a culture
that protects predators. The last
thing we should do is help them
pay their legal dues.

the rest of my life.”
Artist Spotlight doingInthat
his four years at Lawrence,

continued from page 9

Lawrence. Wayne put on a concert
Wednesday and one of the things
that we did, actually Tuesday night
with the orchestra, is we treated
that like an L.A. studio recording
session.” Mitchell paused and then
shared, “And so we did like a mock
studio recording that night, and
that was really fun and actually
that was one of the first things
with trumpet that I experienced
[which felt] like I can see myself

Nelson has been surrounded by
wonderful professors and instructors, and has been immersed in
a rich musical culture from taking classes and performing in the
Conservatory and being able to
meet notable alumni and musicians. With so many great opportunities after Lawrence, Nelson
optimistically added, “So who
knows what’s in the future. Can’t
tell.”

April 22, 2016
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That kid who talks too much in class
Cassie Gitkin

For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

If you have ever taught or
taken a class at Lawrence, you
know who I am talking about.
Regardless of the class topic or
how early in the morning it is, this
kid is ready to get on your nerves.
Maybe they correct the professor at every available opportunity, or they share details about
their personal life way too often.
Perhaps you have been lumped
with the kid who likes to play
devil’s advocate, or worse, the kid
who read Fight Club last week
and shuts down everything with a
heavy dose of cynicism. Whatever
the case, this kid is the worst. And
there is exactly one of them in
every class.
Rarely in nature do things ever
work out so perfectly as they do
in this situation. Walk into any
class on campus, and within 15
minutes you can pick out this kid.

SHARE

continued from page 1
Ultimately, SHARE took on
the bulk of the work, as it edited the sexual misconduct policy.
According to Shryer, Williams and
Buenzli constantly sent updated
drafts of the policy, which were
revised by the committee through
meetings or email communication. “I maybe saw 11 to 13 different drafts [of the policy],” Shryer
stated.
The students directly working on these revisions were not
integral parts of the activism at
the beginning of the term. Shryer,
for instance, never “felt directly
involved” in participating or helping to organize the protests. She
also was not “in direct communication with the [organizers].” She
added, “That lack of communication has, in the end, kind of hurt
us in a way that is unfortunate,
because it has driven a sort of
metaphorical wedge between [the
protest organizers and members
of SHARE].”
In fact, protest organizers
were largely absent from direct
communication with the institution and other student platforms.
According to Loebl, while the student protestors “have had their
voices heard through SAASHA […]
there did not appear to be an
interest to work with LUCC as an
institutional organization.”
Bentley and Cisse said they
were deliberate in remaining
separate from LUCC and SAASHA
given their disappointment with
institutional frameworks from
the past. They believe students
protesting as individuals catalyze greater action and prevent
other students within institutional frameworks from having to
undergo the exhaustion and trauma Bentley and Cisse are facing.
Truesdell also noted none
of the protestors approached her
for a conversation. “The protests
related to the most recent developments have come from students with tape over their mouths
who do not seem like they want
to engage in conversation,” she
remarked.
Bentley and Cisse, for their
part, claim to have never been
contacted for a meeting. Instead,
they were approached “inappropriately” by various members of

There is never more or less than
one, which really is incredible.
Someone should really do a study
about how this kid emerges —
were there two in the class until
one backed down? Does each class
have an empty space just waiting
for someone to fill it with noise?
With
Lawrence’s
recent
increase in tuition, a class that
meets three times a week for
someone taking 18 credits runs
just under $170 per 70-minute
class session. Do a little more
math, and that comes to about
$2.40 a minute. Good luck trying
not to think about that next time
you are too hungover to make it to
your 8 a.m. lab.
Anyway, there are two ways to
look at this figure. First, you could
echo the sentiment often heard
around campus whenever something goes wrong. The statement
usually goes something like this:
“I’m not paying 50 grand a year
for the corner store to be closed

Sunday mornings!” But for our
purposes, we can easily translate
that to; “I’m not paying $2.40 a
minute to listen to this kid argue
with the professor!”
However, if you’re particularly
crafty, you could turn this back
on itself. After all, you’re paying
$2.40 a minute. That entitles you
to talk as much as you want, right?
If you nodded in enthusiastic
agreement with the previous sentence, you are that one kid in class
who talks the whole time. Do your
thing, kid. I just hope you are not
in any of my classes.

the administration to clarify statements from the past, some dating
several years back. Even though
the administration referred to
SAASHA and SHARE for student
input, Bentley and Cisse were sent
drafts of the updated policy. This
came off as a “face-saving” and
soothing tactic to the two protestors.
Some members of the
Lawrence community have
viewed these protests and policy changes as an extension of
a conversation that began last
Spring Term. Almost one full year
ago, students reacted to news of
Skoog’s return to campus with
activism and demands for upheaval in policy. Many believe Skoog’s
absence was due to a violation of
the sexual misconduct policy.
“Both sets of protests can be
characterized by the same elicitation of emotion and just the deep
pain that students felt that caused
those protests to come to fruition in the first place,” said Shryer.
“One of the interesting and kind of
sad parts about this whole thing
is that Thomas Skoog has been at
the center of these changes and
these protests each time.”
Burstein also views the current conversation as an extension
of student concerns that began
last year. “I see this [current activism] as a continuation [of events
from last spring] and really a lack
of the administration continuing
the conversation with students,”
Burstein said. “I think that we
would have been in a much better place if we had continued
to engage around these issues
through the fall and winter.”
The absence of communication between administrators and
students can largely be attributed
to SHARE’s lack of activity during
Fall and Winter Terms. Several
members of SHARE report having few meetings during that
time. “Fall Term and Winter Term,
we did not have strict meeting
times. We would just meet on an
arbitrary day,” junior and SHARE
Advocate Vijayashree Krishnan
elaborated. “[In Winter Term,] I
may have gone to just two meetings and Fall Term, maybe like
three.”
Bentley and Cisse, too, noted
SHARE’s lack of activity as an
impediment to improvement on
the issue. They questioned whether SHARE could serve its function

and amend the policy in an appropriate manner without meeting
regularly. Speaking from her own
experience as a former member
of SHARE’s predecessor board,
Bentley considered the meetings
to be “colloquial” and “unprofessional,” and recalled members of
the administration pushing work
onto students’ shoulders.
“On the whole, it’s extremely
disconcerting that we had to experience such a disturbing pattern of
events for these changes to come
in place,” Loebl concluded. Kramer
also supported students’ reactions to the Skoog case. “Much of
the campus was concerned before,
but there’s a very distinct and
powerful charge for students to be
able to say “we were right” now—
because they were,” she wrote in
an email response. “I hope that
it encourages us to listen more
carefully and move more quickly
in the light of students’ concerns
and expression about their own
safety in future.”
Truesdell attributed the
recent lack of activity to Williams’
transition time into his new multifaceted role at the beginning of
the year and the departure of the
Associate Dean of Students for
Health and Wellness in Winter
Term.
Noting that SHARE had been
performing its role over the past
year, Buenzli also clarified that the
committee has met frequently this
term and hopes to “meet weekly
or biweekly” and enhance training
for the next cycle.
Although SHARE was not
actively meeting until the beginning of Spring Term, student
groups, led by SAASHA, have been
actively working on sexual assault
education and prevention all year.
SAASHA expanded the reach of its
Bystander Intervention Training,
while also hosting workshops,
performances and informational events. “I think that what is
equally important to this is the
work that SAASHA and LUCC are
doing for education in general,
bystander training, more clearly
stating the need to register events
and parties,” Burstein said.
Across the board, those
involved acknowledge that the
recent conversations and updates
have not ended. Considering the
work still to be done, Truesdell
said, “This is such an evolving set
of processes across the country.
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[…] There will be a continued conversation, and we will be part of
that.” As the university brings the
most recent set of updates into
force, much more remains on the
agenda.
One key remaining item,
as stated in Buenzli’s email, is
SHARE’s division of responsibilities between advocates and committee members. However, the
selection process for each, particularly with regard to students,
remains unfinalized. “It’s very
hard [for LUCC to determine] who
can fill an advocacy role for survivors of sexual assault,” Loebl said.
“[Changes in the student selection process have] been certainly
talked about, and it seems like
[they are] going to happen, but it
hasn’t been officially decided yet.”
Buenzli further clarified
that the committee aspect will
remain the same but the advocates will be made more static:
“Rather than that group changing on a consistent basis, because
faculty appointments are year-toyear, that group will be static.”
However, she provided a slightly
different update than Loebl in
that “[students] will not remain
in either [committee or advocacy] roles.” Simultaneously, “peer
advocacy is something that we are
also exploring—that would be the
student role. But the same training would be in existence for both
of them.”
Additionally, the university
has formally accepted Williams’
request to step down as Title IX
coordinator and is reconfiguring
this position. “Even from last summer, there were conversations
about whether or not the associate dean of the faculty was the
right position to combine with
the Title IX coordinator,” Burstein
said. “We are now trying to figure
out exactly what [our new direction will be], but at the very least,
it will mean hiring someone who
is not a tenured member of the
faculty and either has training in
the area or an interest in a deep
training in the area and professional experience connected to
Title IX.” The new coordinator is
intended to be a stand-alone position.
Yet another important
upcoming development concerns
greater transparency regarding
reporting of sexual misconduct on
campus. Thus far, the university

only released counts of confirmed
instances of “sexual violence” for
each calendar year in a public
report in accordance with the
Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus
Security Policy and Campus Crime
Statistics Act (Clery Act). After
demands for greater information, the university is in the final
stages of releasing what will now
be a regular report on summary
or aggregate data about sexual
misconduct. While the details are
yet to be finalized, the report will
be released shortly and will not
include identifiable information.
Two further items are on
the agenda for discussion over
a longer period of time. First,
the university is looking into
the appropriateness and legality of disclosing names in specific
instances of sexual misconduct
policy violations. Second, after
attempts to increase consistency
in sanctioning procedures among
three responsible individuals, the
administration is also looking to
streamline the process further.
While these are far into the future
and entail complications, conversations have already begun on
these issues.
Looking ahead, Bentley
and Cisse are looking for a formal apology from the institution, Truesdell’s resignation,
greater accountability, and a better approach to listening to and
understanding student concerns.
Both remain unsatisfied with current state of the policy and are
skeptical of the university’s ability
to take the document up to par.
“The protests and activism
and student outrage is really from
years and years of institutional
neglect in regards to sexual misconduct at Lawrence,” Loebl said.
“And even though I’m happy to
see expedition of these changes to
the sexual misconduct policy and
how SHARE functions, you can’t
make up for all the wrong that has
been done.”
Moving forward, Shryer
hopes that Lawrentians can maintain focus on the larger culture
shift that still needs to happen: “I
hope that we can keep working on
this stuff, but with more focus on
preventing it from happening in
the first place.”
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What’s your favorite day-drinking drink?
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by the editors. Any opinions
that appear unsigned are
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Lawrentian’s Editorial Board.

Copy Chief:
Alex Kurki
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Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
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be text attachments.

“Whiskey-sours, because there’s
whiskey in it.”
—Ryan Lofstrom

“Carpano, because everyone
loves drinking in the sun.”
—Tahnee Marquardt

“Tequila, because it keeps me
up.”
—Kenneth Herrera

—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.
—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.
—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
deadline

“Beer. What else are Germans
going to drink?”
—Alexander Hallmann

“Tequila Sunrise, because it
makes me think of the sun and it
keeps me up.”
—Mahmoud Shaar
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“Bloody Mary, because I’m
always looking for drinks that
aren’t sweet.”
—Nathan Whiteman
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HOUSING INFORMATION
In order to select your housing for 2016-17, follow these steps in this order:
Step 1:

Make certain your nonrefundable housing deposit is paid. Note this will not appear as a bill. You
will need to select “make a payment.”

Step 2:

Advance register online in Voyager for your 2016-2017 classes.

Step 3:

Be certain your student account is current and paid up-to-date.

Step 4:

Pick up and sign your Housing Contract after you complete Advance Registration. 8 a.m.- noon 		
and 1-5 p.m. until May 13.

Step 5:

Bring your signed Housing Contract with you on the specific date of Housing Selection. Please 		
note: If you are selecting a room for you and your roommate(s), please be sure to bring 			
their signed Housing Contract(s).

			

			

			
			

HOUSING SELECTION DATES
Monday, May 16

8 p.m. - Hurvis/Mead Witter

Suite/Quad
Selection

and

Triple

Monday, May 16

9-9:30 p.m. - Hurvis/Mead
Witter

Squatting

Tuesday, May 17

9-10 p.m. - Hurvis/Mead Witter

Singles Selection

Thursday, May 19

6 p.m. - Arthur Vining Davis
Conference

Find Your Future Roommate

Tuesday, May 24

9-10:30 p.m. - Hurvis/Mead
Witter

Doubles Selection

Have any questions about selecting housing for the upcoming year? Drop in with questions anytime
during one of our open house sessions, and stop by to pick up your housing contract!

WARCH CAMPUS CENTER

TIME

4TH FLOOR

Tuesday, April 26 - Friday, April 29

1-5 p.m.

Campus Life Office

Monday, May 2 - Wednesday, May 4

1-5 p.m.

Campus Life Office

For detailed information, see our
website at:
http://www.lawrence.edu/students/
student_life/housing

GROUP LIVING DEADLINE
Tuesday, May 3 @ 11 a.m.
Rosters, Contracts and
Applications due to
Campus Life Office,
4th Floor Warch

