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GLOW presents list of
demands to campus

Mackenzie Rech & Alex Kurki
News Editor & Copy Editor

____________________________________

On Tuesday, March 1, Gay
Lesbian Or Whatever (GLOW)
released a list of demands across
campus, communicating their
requests through a spate of posters, a reading in Kaplan’s Café, as
well as through an emotional discussion with Lawrence staff and
faculty.
According to the organization’s Vice President-elect
and sophomore Dan ThomasCommins, GLOW members gathered in the Diversity Center
around 10 a.m. to print out the
posters and prepare for the
day. Meanwhile, two members
of the organization presented
the demands to the President’s
Committee on Diversity Affairs’
(PCDA) meeting that morning.
The demands focused on
increasing students’ access to gender-neutral housing, bathrooms
and locker rooms. Other demands
called for the discontinuance of
deadnaming, a greater ability to
change preferred names and pronouns as well as the implementation of mandatory safe space
training.
In the afternoon, GLOW
members worked in pairs to post

the demands around campus.
Thomas-Commins stressed the
importance of ensuring the safety
of all members throughout the
process, and working in pairs was
one means for doing so. “This was
a need-to-know operation for the
most part. We like to keep it pretty
quiet for everyone’s safety,” added
Thomas-Commins.
Around 4 p.m., GLOW members went to GLOW house to
assemble signs and seal their
mouths using duct tape. They then
walked to Kaplan’s Café where
they read their demands aloud.
Thomas-Commins quoted current
GLOW President Nebal Maysaud,
who said at the reading: “And if
these demands are not met, we
will just need to scream louder.”
GLOW members then proceeded to Memorial Hall, where
they had a meeting with President
Mark Burstein, Provost Dean
Burrows and Vice President for
Student Affairs Nancy Truesdell
among several other staff andwfaculty members. The meeting was planned in advance to
coincide with the release of the
demands and the public demonstration.
At this meeting, the demands

See page 9
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LUCC PASSES HOUSING LEGISLATION
before completing cabinet transition

Former LUCC officers (back row) ushered in the new cabinet at General Council.
Photo courtesy of Lawrence University Community Council and Glenn McMahon

Zach Ben-Amots &
Amaan Khan

Editor-in-Chief and Copy Chief

____________________________________

Lawrence
University
Community Council (LUCC) held
its final General Council meeting
of the term on Monday, Feb. 29.
This meeting was especially significant as the student government passed two pieces of legislation and transitioned its cabinet.
The first legislation was the
revised group living policy that

has been on the drawing board for
over a year. Last Winter Term, on
Feb. 9, 2015, the LUCC Residence
Life Committee brought a proposed revision to General Council
and the same week held a campus
forum to introduce the legislation
to the broader community.
The proposal became a divisive issue for both the community
and LUCC, resulting in its retraction. In particular, the length of
the housing compact—reduced
to one year for all houses under

the proposal—was the source of
much contention.
“Lots of people didn’t understand why we were changing
things, so they wanted to keep
housing policy as it was,” said
senior and former Residence Life
Committee Chair Jenni Sefcik.
“After group housing [procedures]
last year, I think [students began
to] realize the problems.”
LUCC Sophomore Class

Eleanor Legault

for, but would still like to see better response and support.
Williams’ primary concern
is that students are reluctant to
come forward with the egregious
cases as well as the ones that
fall into gray area. Williams said,
“When you most want someone to
come forward, they are the most
reluctant to—because of feelings
of shame, or embarrassment, simply wanting to forget about it and
move on.”
According to the survey, victims most commonly confided in
a close friend, romantic partner,
or roommate. Victims were less
likely to tell faculty and staff, and
in more than one-third of assaults
involving multiple assailants, victims told no one. Alcohol had been
consumed by the vast majority of
assailants, and by most victims. As
this is a residential campus, it is
also no surprise that 90 percent of
assaults occurred in a residential
building on campus, and nearly
all assailants were Lawrence students, and most were friends or
acquaintances to the victims.
Though the results of the
survey have only recently been

See page 9

Cultural Expressions Show celebrates Sexaul Assault Climate
Survey results released
diversity through performance
For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

(left to right) Sophomores Sabrina Conteh and Bane Toure and senior Ian Pelton perform the Cultural Expressions Show.
Photo by Sadie Tenpas

Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

_____________________________________
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WEEK

Saturday, Feb. 27, marked
Black Student Union’s (BSU) second annual Cultural Expressions
show. The event aimed to show-

case the talent of students of color
through various performances,
which included dance, spoken
word and song.
This year was sophomore
Mauranda Owens’ second time
singing in the show. “I love Black

culture, and BSU are my family—it
is just nice to perform with your
family. And I just like to perform,”
said Owens. Owens believed that
the goal of the event was to “show
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In April of 2015, Lawrence
participated in a Sexual Assault
Campus Climate Survey. This
was conducted by the Higher
Education
Data
Sharing
Consortium. The survey consisted
of four sections: general climate,
assessing unwanted sexual contact and assault, context and disclosure from respondents who
indicated that they were assaulted, and demographics.
The survey was administered
during a tumultuous time on campus, where many students were
concerned with the university’s
policy and handling on instances
of sexual misconduct. This survey does affirm that there is an
unfortunate reality of sexual violence on our campus. Associate
Dean of the Faculty, Associate
Professor of Education and Title
IX Coordinator Bob Williams says
that Lawrence is typical in these
results and similar to its peer
institutions. The primary conclusion from the survey is that, in
general, people are positive about
Lawrence as a place and feel cared
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Pot debate blazes across campus

Professor of Psychology Bruce Hetzler (right) and Associate Professor of Economics David Gerard jointly presented on marijuana.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen

Ruby Dickson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On the evening of Monday,
Feb. 29, Lawrence community
members gathered in the Warch
Campus Center Cinema to attend
a lecture on medicinal marijuana.
NeuroLawrence and the Lawrence
branch of the American Medical
Student Association (AMSA) collaborated to host the event.
The lecture was presented
jointly by two Lawrence professors: Professor of Psychology
Bruce Hetzler and Associate
Professor of Economics David
Gerard. Each spoke for about half
an hour, using their expertise to
present field-specific perspective
son the issue of medicinal marijuana.
Hetzler spoke first, presenting the facts about cannabis from
a neurological and psychological perspective. Researchers are
usually concerned with two substances within the cannabis plant:
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and
cannabidiol (CBD). THC is the
drug’s principal psychoactive constituent, whereas CBD is thought
to be the source of its medicinal
properties. Different strains of
cannabis contain wildly different
concentrations of these two chemicals, but medicinal marijuana is
typically poor in THC and rich in
CBD.
Hetzler then briefly outlined
marijuana’s legal status. Since
1970, the United States federal
government has classified marijuana as a Schedule I drug, along-

W

side heroin, LSD and ecstasy.
Although public opinion and state
law have swung in recent years in
favor of the decriminalization or
legalization of cannabis, the federal government reserves the right
to enforce federal law at any time.
The next component of
Hetzler’s talk explained why
some view this categorization as
unfair. First, Hetzler emphasized,
“Marijuana is essentially never
lethal.” However, he did not ignore
the true dangers marijuana may
pose to users’ health. He noted
that the use of cannabis could
increase the risk of paranoia, lung
disorders and IQ loss in the long
run, while impacting short-term
memory and mood.
Gerard then stepped forward
to discuss the topic from the perspective of economics and public
policy. He first discussed the overwhelming support that the economists show for the relaxation of
restrictions stemming from the
War on Drugs. Gerard discussed
the economic effects of the War
on Drugs, which many economists
argue has increased the power
of cartels and made illegal drugs
much more dangerous and vulnerable to adulteration.
Many economists support
legalization, but many also support decriminalization, which
would remove government
almost entirely from the equation.
However, Gerard noted that it is
impossible predict the effects of
loosening these restrictions. Some
studies suggest that marijuana is
a substitute for alcohol and other

drugs, while different studies tell
us that these products are complements. These differing findings suggest that wildly different
industry interests are influencing
current policy.
At the end of the lecture,
the presenters opened up for
questions. One questioner introduced himself as Steve Figi ‘68, a
Lawrence graduate and passionate supporter of medicinal marijuana. In fact, Figi told the story of
his granddaughter, Charlotte Figi.
Charlotte is a five-year-old child
with severe Dravet Syndrome
whose landmark case led the
International Business Times to
describe her as "the girl who is
changing medical marijuana laws
across America." Medical marijuana in Colorado all but cured
Charlotte’s 300 grand mal seizures per week, causing a media
firestorm in favor of legalization.
Presenters and attendees
alike saw the event as a success.
Gerard noted, “I was impressed
by the turnout of students […] it’s
always exciting to see students
engaged in these topics.”
“It’s an opportunity to learn
more about a subject that we don’t
often get objective information
on,” added senior and psychology
major Genna Matt.
Figi and his wife Jo expressed
happiness that Lawrence students organized this event. “It’s
so important to encourage people
to research these things, and to
advocate for change in a positive
way,” said Figi.

RLD NEWS
Compiled by Nathan Whiteman
March 4, 2016

BRAZIL: Brazil is constructing an underwater
cable to link its communications directly with
Europe in order to avoid American mass surveillance. The project is predicted to cost $250
million.
CANADA: A new grant in Ontario is offering
students from low-income houses free university tuition starting in 2017. The grant is being
paid for with a repealed university tax credit,
giving it $145 million in funding.

CHINA: Chinese officials are laying off about
1.8 million coal and steel workers as part of
President Xi Jinping's economic reconstruction
plan. This is one of the largest layoffs in Chinese
history and signals a major change in Chinese
economic strategy after heavy investment in
industry for many years.

INDONESIA: A magnitude 7.8 earthquake
struck about 500 miles off the coast of Sumatra.
Tremors were felt in the Indonesian capitol but
no tsunami has yet been reported.

Assault Survey

continued from page 1

released, since many students
voiced concerns in the spring,
several changes have been made.
These changes include revisions to
the sexual misconduct policy and a
significant change from the Sexual
Harassment and Assault Resource
Board to Sexual Harassment and
Assault Resources & Education
(SHARE). SHARE is a confidential resource for members of the
community, and has designated
faculty, staff, and student members to be these advocates. Senior
Hannah Shryer describes her role
on SHARE as “listening and supporting students in any way that
I can. I advise them in the workings of sexual misconduct policy,
and I hope to be someone reliable
and trustworthy as a confidential
confidant. Outside of that, I help
to serve as a student voice and
advocate for survivors in shaping
the sexual misconduct policy.”
Shryer is also part of
Student
Alliance
against
Sexual Harassment and Assault
(SAASHA), a group that deals primarily with sexual assault prevention, and provides Bystander
Intervention Training to organizations and group houses on
campus. SAASHA also provides
“presentations regarding aspects
of rape culture, consent, and
bystanderism and how all these
elements impact issues regard-

Cultural Exp.

continued from page 1
off all the Black culture,” and she
went on to say that, “ with everything that’s been happening, it is
time for Black students, people of
color and allies to all come together and just have a good time.”
“I was excited to see the
great talent that the Cultural
Expression[s
performance]
shows yearly. It is truly a part of
Lawrence University just by the
sheer number of people in the
audience,” said senior Kenneth
Herrera, who performed with
dance group Massive Movement.
The show incorporated new
elements this year, pertaining for
the most part to historical aspects
of Black culture.
“The archivist from the
library was my favorite,” said
freshman Chandra Jakle, commenting on the library’s display
of the history of students of color
here at Lawrence.
“I really liked how [this year]
wasn’t just about displaying the
talent of people of color on campus, but also [their] history,” said
sophomore Ashley Lagrange.
“I liked how the archivist
asked for journal entries [and sev-

F ind

ing sexual assault on our campus
and how we can facilitate culture
change,” Shryer describes.
As both SHARE and SAASHA
are relatively new, they are continuing to grow and collaborate
with groups around campus.
Shryer says our aim is “to reach
as many people as possible and
facilitate open discourse and culture shift around these issues. In
SHARE, we will hopefully continue to learn how we can best
advocate for survivors and their
safety, which above all requires us
to listen and respond to survivors’
wishes and needs.”
As a faculty advocate,
Associate Professor of Music Julie
McQuinn stresses that SHARE is
completely confidential and is a
different step from filing a formal complaint. Both McQuinn and
Williams would like to encourage
anyone struggling with feelings
of sexual harassment or assault
to come forward and speak to a
member of SHARE so that they can
get help – in whatever form they
would like that help to be. They
will listen, talk through options,
and arrange for further help and
support. McQuinn stresses that
“it is so crucial that every person
on this campus take responsibility for becoming educated regarding sexual violence and working to make our campus safer.
Awareness and understanding
can absolutely make a difference
in preventing sexual violence.”
eral other mementos] from people
of color on campus,” continued
Lagrange, commenting on the
library’s initiative to expand their
archives. “This shows what kind of
an impact the activists are having
on campus and that they are part
of Lawrence’s history—showing
them that their work will pay off.”
A want for more was the only
criticism that the show received.
“I know I would regret not
going, since this is my last year.
I heard great things about it last
year and I had so many friends
in it. I think more events like this
should happen, instead of just a
yearly showing. A different location would be interesting to see,”
said senior Madi Evans.
The Black Student Union is
looking into expanding the event
in the future.
“[Cultural Expressions] was
dope, we were all really excited,”
concluded Owens, “We are going
for Somerset next year. There is
always room for improvement,
the only improvement would be a
bigger room. I think a lot of people
are going to start to recognize
how important and exciting it is,
how historically rich and I think
it is good for people to come out
and see that.”
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Protecting Productivity
Fiona Masterton
Columnist

____________________________________________

Dear Fiona,
It was recently my birthday,
and my mom got me this amazing novel as a present. I had been
wanting to read it for months, but
I’d been holding out on buying it
because I don’t have time to read it.
However, ever since my mom got it
for me, it’s been sitting on my desk,
begging to be read, but I really
don’t have the time!
How do I resist the urge to
pick it up and read it? I know if I
do, I won’t get any work done, and
I can’t afford to do that. I know I’ll
have time over spring break, but
how do I last until then?
- Feeling Frustrated
Dear Feeling Frustrated,
I’ve noticed that since starting college I have not had time to
read for pleasure during terms. It
really sucks, especially if you’re a
big reader. Also, if you’re taking
a lot of humanities courses, they
often assign a lot of reading which

can be a time-suck and make you
not want to read other things.
I personally understand your
struggle, since I have quite recently discovered the game Guild Wars
2. It’s a super fun game, and I want
to play it all the time, but I have
work to do! It’s very frustrating.
There are a couple routes that you
can go in trying to curb your hankering, but I’ll start with what has
worked for my friends, and then I
will tell you what has worked for
me.
One thing you can do is say
that you can read your book or
play your game once you have finished all of your homework. This
is a method that has worked very
well for a friend of mine and has
actually made them more productive since they now have an incentive to finish their work faster. That
can be difficult though, because
what if you finish it, and then you
stay up all night reading your book
or playing your game? Then you’re
just screwed. However, if you have
enough self-control to set a time
that you must go to bed by and be

OK with having some days when
doing your leisure activity is not
an option, then this would be a
good route for you.
If you don’t think you can
do that, another thing you could
do would be to just ignore it. Put
your book in your suitcase and
try to forget about it. Delete the
game from your computer. Ban
yourself from Netflix. Whatever it
is that is making it hard for you to
do work, just cut yourself off from
it. Make a clean break. This is, of
course, a very difficult method. It

Winter Lane

takes great strength of will, but if
you pull it off, it can be extremely
beneficial. I have employed this
method in the past when I have
developed an inconvenient obsession with a TV show or a band, but
that has not worked with my Guild
Wars 2 addiction.
The happy balance that I have
arrived at is to only play the game
in half-hour or one hour increments, and only when I have that
half or one hour to spare, like in
between classes or as a break
from work.

You could try using this method with your book. Only read it in
manageable time increments. Set
a timer for yourself and abide by
it. It may seem hard in the beginning, but you will get used to it.
That way you won’t have that unfortunate moment when you look
at the clock and realize that it is
four in the morning, and you have
a class at 8:30 a.m.
I hope this helps and good
luck with the rest of the term!
- Fiona

This serial story is written by
Lawrence University’s Creative Writing Club.
This week’s author is Jamie DeMotts.

It takes a couple of turns, but the shade
comes down easily enough. Shutting the
service window does not make the ice
cream truck any darker. The sunlight dances
in from the window, a stark contrast to
the clouds I saw not a few weeks earlier.
Cracking my knuckles and rolling my sore
shoulders, I head to the front of the car. The
warm, worn leather driver’s seat waits for
me. I take the key out and start the engine.
I try to shrug off the annoying pull
in my chest as I drive away. Even if the
work sometimes tires me, it’s hard not to
get attached to people. The car splashes
through a puddle as I head down the road.
Two students hear the sound and stop talking to each other long enough to wave.
Debbie, warm peppermint ice cream, and
Jack, multi-temperature vanilla. A dash of
hope and a sprinkling of mystery respectively. A boy, Jack’s little brother Alec, sits near
them, so engrossed in a game of soccer that
he fails to see the truck go by. Alec, creamy
sherbet and some soup to ward off cruelty.
They grow smaller and smaller in the
rearview mirror.
There are more, though, a whole town
full of them. Nel, who needed strawberries
and memories of a summer hill. Ted, who

needed lemon ice and a friend. As it usually
happens, all the kids did the lion’s share to
fix their own problems without realizing
there were problems to begin with.
I put my foot on the gas. The wind
blasts into my fast, tugging tears from the
corner of my eyes. The car goes fast, far too
fast, until the screechy grinding gears cough
out the wings. I check my mirror again and
see a sea of astonished faces. Who was I to
them? A red-lipsticked kindergarten teacher, a scientist with dangling red earrings, a
teenager with a red baseball cap, a smartly
dressed man with a red tie, a skinny guy
with a crayon red mohawk. Whoever they
needed me to be.
I turn on the ice cream jingle as the car
hits the first cloud. The ice cream car coughs
a last breath before rearranging into a crepe
cart. This warm, buttery, sugary scent is a
nice change from the cart’s cooler metallic smell. Winter Lane is smaller now. The
people I met will be as they are only in my
memory, as I will be to them. But, if I planted
the bulbs correctly, red tulips should bloom
any day now. A gentle reminder. After all,
spring is just beginning.

The Lawrentian would like to make a correction to last week’s article “Vagina

Monologues seeks to educate, normalize ‘vagina.’” Proceeds were donated to the

Sexual Assault Crisis Center, not Harbor House. Additionally, photographs for the

Vagina Monologues articles in both the News and Features sections were wrongly

attributed. Both photos were taken by Hailie Nguyen. Finally, Tamanna Akram will

be the Managing Editor and Hitkarsh Chanana will be the Marketing Manager for the
2016-17 Editorial Board. The Editorial Board regrets these errors.

Catch Me if You Can
Savvas Sfairopoulos
Columnist

________________________________________________________

Notorious American author and journalist Hunter S. Thompson once encouraged his readers to “buy the ticket, take the
ride.” Throughout my life, I have followed
his words religiously. Whenever the opportunity to travel presented itself, I seized it
without second thought. The medium or
convenience of transportation I had to use
never mattered to me. I firmly believe that
traveling is of grave importance; it fuels
our sense of adventure and exploration,
whilst also exposing us to situations that
can challenge many of our preconceived
ideologies.
Throughout my travels, I noticed,
much to my surprise, that I never failed to
find something unique about the places I
visited. Milan’s awe-inspiring architecture,
Sweden’s arts and crafts, Switzerland’s
ineffably beautiful landscapes — in every
place I have been to so far, I always managed to identify something that stood
out, something I had never seen before.
Partially because of this, travelling around
Europe sparked my intellectual curiosity,
encouraging me to start investigating new
academic territory like art history and the
science of architecture. Another aspect
of travel that has always fascinated me is
that of cultural exchanges. Through various interactions I have had with people on
my travels, I improved my social skills and
become more empathetic towards others.
Travel can bolster one’s sense of
empathy, whilst also promoting pacifist
ideologies. In The Innocents Abroad, Mark
Twain warned his readers that, “travel
is fatal to prejudice, bigotry and narrowmindedness, and many of our people need
it sorely on these accounts.” Twain, having
traversed Europe, the Middle East and

the American West, suggests that being
exposed to numerous unfamiliar situations
and interacting with people of different
backgrounds can help broaden one’s horizons and eliminate their vile preconceptions. Personally, I consider my decision
to study in the U.S. to be the best one I
ever made. Not only was I able to escape
from the abysmal educational system of
my country, but I also became acquainted
with concepts that were completely foreign to me. Being raised in a progressive
household in a country with minimal racial
diversity is one thing, but seeing first-hand
the atrocious nature of institutional racism
is something entirely different. I realized
that being eyewitness to various social
conflicts helped me become aware of my
privileges and fight for the rights of those
who are less fortunate.
I am convinced that traveling is one of
the more powerful antidotes to ignorance
and bigotry. The media keep highlighting the differences between us — like
language and skin color — and feed off
of conflicts that arise because of them.
Given the trend toward globalization and
the increasing popularity of foreign travel,
I sincerely hope that members of future
generations will also experience these
benefits and be more trusting of and caring towards each other.
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Track and field finishes strong at championship meet
Brenna Ori
Sports Editor

_____________________________________

After a season of running
in snowy conditions, jumping
in cramped quarters onto mats
and practicing throwing in the
Buchanan Kiewit Wellness Center
gym, the Lawrence University
Men’s and Women’s Track teams
were ready to come out hard and
finish their season with top performances and gritty competition.

On Feb. 26 and 27, the track
teams finished their seasons at the
Midwest Conference Indoor Track
and Field Championships at Knox
College in Galesburg, Ill., with
general success for both teams.
The men finished the competition
eighth in the team standings and
the women finished ninth.
Pacing the men’s team during
day one of the conference championships was freshman Josh
Janusiak, who finished second in

the 5000-meter race with a time
of 15:36. Junior Wes Hetcher was
also a top finisher, as he vaulted a
lifetime personal best of 13 feet,
0.25 inches for a fifth place finish
in the men’s pole vault.
Rounding out the top five
scoring for the men on day two
of the conference meet was the
distance medley relay. The relay,
composed of senior Cam Davies,
senior Tyler Herman, sophomore
Ethan Gniot and freshman Mayan

Essak, finished second after a
thrilling race that came down to
the final lap of the mile leg as the
deciding factor forthe top three
team finishes..
On the women’s team sophomores Sage Greenlee and Erin
Schrobilgen were the top finishers at sixth in their respective
events of high jump and the mile.
The women also secured points in
both the sprint medley relay and
the distance medley relay, finish-

ing seventh in both.
As indoor season comes to
a close, the track teams look to
outdoor to be able to train outside on the track for the first
time in several months, as well
as improve on the indoor season
performances. The track team will
open their outdoor season on Apr.
9, at Carroll University.

The winner of these 60 minutes of
competition would move on to the
semifinal round. Just before the
halfway mark of the first period,
a power play opportunity for the
Saints resulted in the first goal of
the night and the only goal of the
opening period.
Going into the second period
down just 1-0, the Vikings were
in a solid position to fight for
their honor and come back from
behind. The Saints put another
goal on the board 1:43 into the
second period, but the Vikings
struck back a mere 14 seconds later when freshman Josh
Koepplinger received the puck
from junior Ryan Eardley and sent
it into the Scholastica net, cutting

the lead to 2-1. Unfortunately, the
Saints found a rhythm later in
the period and scored two more
goals in the span of two minutes
at 11:15 and 13:06. An ill-fated
breakaway brought about a penalty shot for the Saints at 15:03,
which they successfully put away
to claim a 5-1 lead by the second
intermission.
Koepplinger added an unassisted goal, his tenth tally of the
season, 2:27 into the third period,
but the Vikings were unable to
capitalize on any more chances.
The Saints found the net one more
time at 15:38, again on a power
play, bringing the final score to
6-2 and sending the Vikings back
to Appleton with a 9-14-3 (8-9-3

NCHA) record for the 2015-2016
season.
The Saints moved on to the
quarterfinal round that weekend, taking on Adrian College
(23-3-1, 17-2-1 NCHA) in a twogame series Friday and Saturday.
Marian University (18-7-3, 15-41 NCHA) defeated Concordia
University Wisconsin (11-12-3,
7-10-3 NCHA) 3-0 in the South
Division quarterfinal to move
onto the semifinal round against
St. Norbert College (23-2-2, 17-21 NCHA). Adrian brought down
St. Scholastica 4-2 both nights,
and the Green Knights swept the
Falcons 4-1 and 5-2.
Adrian and St. Norbert will
battle for the title this weekend,

convening at Arrington Arena
in Adrian, Mich., at 7 p.m. on
Saturday, March 5, and at 2 p.m.
on Sunday, March 6. While the
Bulldogs sit first in the conference and the Green Knights second, the national rankings tell a
slightly different story. St. Norbert
is sitting No. 1 and Adrian is No.
2. Both teams are going into the
Harris Cup Playoff finals with 35
points and identical conference
records. This weekend’s championship series is bound to be an
exciting contest to determine who
really is number one.

Hockey eliminated from playoffs with knockout round loss
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

______________________

After a victorious regular season finale against Lake
Forest College last weekend, the
Lawrence University (Vikings)
Men’s Hockey team made the
long haul to Duluth, Minn., to take
on the College of St. Scholastica
(Saints) (15-10-3, 12-7-1 NCHA)
in the quarterfinal round of the
2016 Harris Cup Playoffs.
The puck dropped at Mars
Lakeview Arena at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, Feb. 24, and it was all
on the line as the first round only
consisted of one knockout game.

Freshman Sportlight
by Brady Busha

Nathan Schlesinger—Fencing
I moved to Austin, Tx., this last summer, but I lived in Florida before that. This
school seemed like a good fit for me, and
that this fencing team would be a good
opportunity for me to be on in college.
How do you keep yourself focused before
you have a bout? Do you have any kind
of superstitions or rituals?
I don’t really have any pump-up playlist or anything. I do meditate right before
I begin fencing, though, for at least a few
minutes. I try to do it for at least a few seconds before I fence at any point. I always
try to warm up and clear my head before I
start fencing, too.

Photo by Emei Thompson

Nathan Schlesinger, foil wielder for
the Lawrence University (Vikings) Fencing
team, is finishing his first season with the
team. Most recently, Schlesinger combined
forces with fellow freshman Ben Carlick
and compiled two wins en route to topping
Northwestern for the third place finish in the
Midwest Fencing Conference Championships.
His performance helped the Vikings finish
fourth overall in the combined standings,
and second in the men’s team standings. The
final meet for the team takes place on Mar. 8,
at the NCAA Midwest Regional meet.
Where are you from, and what drew you
to Lawrence?

Is there anything you do in your spare
time that you think helps with your performance?
Well, I used to play chess. I stopped
competing in that before I started fencing.
Some people call fencing “physical chess,”
because really what you’re doing with your
body is making a series of moves and your
opponent has to react to them.
What’s one thing you’ve enjoyed so far
this year as a Lawrence student?
I really enjoy the community here, and
the small campus. All of my friends are
within walking distance, and I always bump
into people that I know everywhere I go.

In your mind, what has been the easiest
and the toughest parts of being on a collegiate team?
The toughest part is balancing focus
of fencing for myself and for the team.
Fencing is an individual sport, but you still
have a responsibility to your teammates. If

there’s too much concern leaning toward
one or the other, they both might suffer.
The easiest part, I think, is that we have
practice five days a week, because I really
enjoy fencing. Practicing for two hours
a day, five days a week, it makes me feel
productive and keeps me in shape. It definitely helps my performance in competitions, because I know that I’ve put the work
in during practices, and I feel more fulfilled.

How different does the atmosphere of
Lawrence feel from where you’ve been
previously?
I went to a really rigorous high school.
I was in a full-time “gifted” program.
Everybody was really focused on grades
and got really upset if they got anything
below a solid “A.” It’s good to be here and
see that the perception of what is important
is broader than what I was familiar with in
high school. People here understand that
achievement outside of the classroom is
just as, if not more, important than achievement in the classroom. Also, seeing people
pursue their interests outside of class and
seeking opportunities to improve themselves is great.
How have your teammates helped you
with your transition into the life of a collegiate student-athlete?
We have a great program on the fencing team—a varsity buddy program. We
spend a certain amount of time together
every week. I get along really well with
my varsity buddy, we have a lot of common
interests. Everybody really wants the freshmen to feel like they’re a part of the team,
and to get better.

Fencing here at Lawrence rarely seems
to garner much attention. What do you
think the reason for that is?
Part of it is that we don’t have any
home games. We can’t have people coming to watch, taking pictures, tell their
friends, it’s not like the other sports here
at Lawrence. Also, the sport is kind of complex, so I think it might be hard for some
people to know exactly what’s going on if
they did come. I think if there were more
competition, though, we could get some
interest going on campus.
Going off of the last question; what is
the workout routine of the fencing team
like?
We have five practices a week, like I
said. We also have weightlifting on Tuesday
mornings at 7 a.m. Our program is designed
by the weightlifting coach over at Alex Gym.
We spend an hour doing footwork and
warmup exercises, 15 minutes doing fencing drills and an hour of bouting.

Where do you see this team going during
your time here at Lawrence?
I’m excited for the future of the team.
We’ve got some good momentum going.
The foil and sabre squads lack a full-time
coach, unfortunately, but hopefully that will
change next year, and if not next year, then
the following year. If we can get some
freshmen or some walk-ons, we could really
improve on the results we had this year.
We’ve got some strong young members on
the team, who have fenced for many years
before college, and when your teammates
are strong, it pushes you to be stronger
yourself.
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Male Athlete of the Winter
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Jamie Nikitas—Basketball
Steve McAfee after we played Beloit [College]. I don’t think we’ll be
friends for the rest of our lives or anything but it’s a competitive
friendship and I respect them as players and I’m sure they respect
me. It’s a pretty cool thing to be able to put my name with those
guys.
GC: You had a lot of really good games this year. Which ones stand
out?
JN: Yeah, the two that I think I’ll remember for a while are the
40-point game [against Carroll University] and the 35-point game
against Illinois College where I broke 1,000 points for my career
on our home court and we ended up winning the game. Those are
probably my top two.
GC: How does it feel to be on the court and have the other team
know that you’re the number one guy? Does that change your game
plan?
JN: I don’t think so. I had a stretch in the beginning of the season
where I scored 34, 34 and 35 points and at that point you kind of
feel like, alright throw what you’ve got at me and let’s see what
happens. I was playing with a lot of confidence, and I know my
team had a lot of confidence in me and vice versa, I don’t really
change anything I just go out and play. If they have an off game or
stop me, kudos to them, but I’m just going to go out and play my
game.
Photo by Emei Thompson

This week, I sat down with senior and guard Jamie Nikitas of the
Lawrence University Men’s Basketball team to discuss his recordbreaking Lawrence career. Nikitas finished his final season by being
named to the All-Midwest Conference first team, after finishing
second in the league and ninth in all of NCAA Division III in scoring
at 25.1 points per game. In addition to being second in the league
in scoring, he finished first in steals at 2.6 per game, shattered
Lawrence’s single season scoring record with 577 points placing him
fourth on the Lawrence all-time scoring list with 1,406 points and
received multiple conference and divisional accolades—the most
recent being named a finalist for the annual Josten Trophy.
Gabe Chapman: How does it feel to be done with your final season?
Jamie Nikitas: It’s a weird feeling. Definitely going to miss a lot
about it. I had some pretty great experiences with Lawrence basketball, some pretty great teammates—guys that I lived with. I
think I’m going to miss bus trips and stuff like that. Looking back
on my career it was a pretty cool thing to be able to do.

GC: Congratulations on the first-team All-Conference honors. That’s
a big step up from being named to the second team last year.
JN: Yeah, thank you. It’s a pretty good group of guys in the conference, they’re talented basketball players. Playing against those
guys and talking to them when we play, it’s a cool group to be a
part of.
GC: What kind of relationship do you have with the other top players in the conference?
JN: When I’m on the court, I’m much more friendly than a lot of
guys at this level, but I’ll have really good conversations with
[Ripon College guard] Ty Sabin and [Beliot College guard-forward]

GC: Have you talked to John Dekker about breaking his single season scoring record?
JN: No. I saw him alumni weekend, but I don’t think I was past him
by that point. There hasn’t been too much interaction about that. I
did talk to Chris Siebert about passing him on the all-time list, but
not too much to John [laughs].

GC: What’s the mindset of the team like right now?
JN: We think we can compete with anyone in the conference. The
past four years we’ve always been right on the cusp of a conference
tournament berth, and we talk every year about how we feel that
we have the talent to take that next step. But I think the mindset
now and going forward is, and should be, let’s go prove it. You can
talk all you want, and set expectations and goals but at the end of
the day you just have to go out and prove it.
GC: Is there anything you would like to see the team improve upon,
such as recruiting or team chemistry?
JN: Well, we’ll need a lot more guys coming in. But we’re very close
off the floor, and I think sometimes that prevents guys from criticizing or getting on their teammates, so making sure that when we’re
talking to each other and when someone makes a mistake what is
said is trying to make you better and it’s not personal. Taking and
giving criticism better needs to keep improving.

GC: What are your plans for basketball after Lawrence?
JN: I think eventually I’d like to coach at the Division III level. In
the near future, I’m going to explore playing overseas in Europe for
maybe a year or two. My dad did it and he had a great experience
and I know some guys who have gone and played. I actually got an
email this morning from an agent walking me through the process
of what I need to do and the different routes I can take to try to
get a contract overseas. So, I’m going to explore that and we’ll see
what happens.

STANDINGS
MEN’S TENNIS
TEAM
Lawrence
Grinnell
St. Norbert
Lake Forest
Carroll
Monmouth
Illinois
Knox
Cornell
Ripon

MWC
1-0
1-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-0
0-1
0-1

OVR
4-1
11-3
3-2
3-3
1-4
1-4
0-5
0-8
4-4
0-7

BASEBALL PREDICTIONS
TEAM
Cornell
Illinois
Ripon
St. Norbert
Beloit
Grinnell
Monmouth
Carroll
Lawrence
Knox

PLACE
1st in South
1st in North
1st in North
1st in North
3rd in North
3rd in South
4th in South
4th in North
5th in North
5th in South

SOFTBALL PREDICTIONS
TEAM		
Lake Forest
Cornell		
Carroll		
Lawrence		
St. Norbert
Illinois		
Monmouth
Beloit		
Ripon		
Grinnell		
Knox		

PLACE
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
March 2, 2015

Major League Soccer kicks off with mixed predictions
CJ Revis

Staff Writer

_____________________________________

On Sunday, March 6, all
20 Major League Soccer (MLS)
teams will kick off their season
with their sights set on claiming
the MLS Cup. The highlight of the
opening matches is the rematch of
last year’s finals when the defending champion Portland Timbers
take on the Columbus Crew. The
Portland Timbers unexpectedly
ran the table in last year’s playoffs
to come away with the Cup. Going
into the playoffs, the Timbers
were just the third seed in their
conference and were the third
worst scoring team in the league.

They were even almost eliminated
in the first round, having to go to
penalties to beat the sixth-seeded
Sporting Kansas City. They still
have something to prove in league
analysts’ eyes, as none of them
projected the Timbers to repeat as
champions. So, who has the early
advantage? A lot can change over
the course of the season, but looking just at roster talent and past
successes, here is a breakdown of
what to expect this MLS season.
An easy pick is always the LA
Galaxy, and it seems even easier
this year as they have assembled
possibly their best roster in recent
years. That is quite an accomplishment, as they won the cup in three

of the last five years. The additions of left back Ashley Cole and
center back Jelle Van Damme will
definitely improve their defense,
which was a focus going into the
offseason. They also return their
talented core offensive players
from a year ago, who put them
third in the league in scoring.
Once again, the Galaxy are a team
to watch out for.
Of course, in the Eastern
Conference, there is also the
Columbus Crew. A team that was
so close to glory last season before
suffering a heartbreaking onegoal defeat at the hands of the
Timbers. Can they recover and
make it back to the finals, this

time finishing the job? There is
no reason to think they cannot.
They return almost every player
from last season’s very successful season, including the league’s
leading scorer from a year ago,
Kei Kamara.
Another team to watch is FC
Dallas, who suffered a semifinal
loss to the Timbers last year. They
were the number one seed in the
Western Conference last year, but
just could not come through when
it mattered most. So, what did they
do this offseason? They grabbed
one of the top offensive players
from the team that beat them,
forward Maximiliano Urruti. If he
can provide consistently for them,

L E T ’ S G O, V I K I N G S !

they will be a tough team to beat.
The biggest winner in offseason pickups is Toronto FC’s addition of goalie Clint Irwin. Toronto
were the sixth seed in the Eastern
Conference last year, but their
offense was the third best in the
league. While they made other
pickups on defense, if Irwin comes
through for them in net they can
jump all the way to the top.
While these are the favorites,
the MLS is wide open. We’ve seen
dramatic turnarounds from teams
before and all the teams are very
competitive, as was shown by all
five of ESPN’s analysts picking different teams to win it all.

FEATURES

6

March 4, 2016

THE LAWRENTIAN

Students share grievances with Bon Appétit Asian food
Anh Ta

Assoc. Copy Editor

_______________________________________________

Following up on campus’ complaints
about lack of authenticity in Asian food, on
Tuesday, March 1, Bon Appétit representatives and students as well as faculty advisor
to the Pan-Asian Organization (PAO) and
Assistant Dean of Students for Multicultural
Affairs Pa Lee Moua, had a meeting to
discuss current issues with Asian food at
the global station in Andrew Commons,
possible solutions and future collaboration. Bon Appétit General Manager Julie
Severance, Executive Chef Alan Shook and
Warch Campus Center Director Gregory
Griffin were also present. At the meeting students got to voice their concerns
and propose some concrete action plans
Bon Appétit can implement as initial steps
toward changes at Andrew Commons’ global food station.
Students brought up some current
problems with the food preparation in
hopes of better understanding the origin
of these inaccuracies. Junior Deepankar
Tripurana pointed out the inaccurate
preparation of the Indian butter chicken
and asked whether the cooks were trained
in making different cultures’ foods, with

particular regard to South Asian cuisine.
Severance clarified that the small talent
pool in Appleton does not allow for Bon
Appétit to have some one trained in making
such foods, among many other restrictions
they face regarding ingredients, having
to buy from a local supplier with limited
diversity in their supply.
Junior Veronica Thao, on the other
hand, mentioned the inconsistency in the
quality of the rice served, which she felt
sometimes seemed to be “half cooked and
pebbly.” As rice is such a staple for many
different Asian cultures represented on
campus, Shook responded to this by citing
the difficulty in striking a balance between
different preferences across all of these
groups, while assuring that the cooking
time for the rice would be adjusted, noting
this feedback.
Besides case-by-case concerns about
specific dishes, much of the discussion was
for both sides to come up with practical
proposals to not only improve food quality
but also to avoid unintentionally upsetting,
misrepresenting or misleading students.
There was a consensus amongst all of
the students present that describing dishes
with ingredient names is preferable to naming dishes after countries of origin. In addition, this will offer students a better idea of

the flavors and components of the dishes,
rather than using names that many do
not understand. This will also help accommodate food-conscious eaters, as pointed
out by sophomore Angie Lu. This is also
in line with upcoming changes that Bon
Appétit is planning to make. As explained
by Severance, in light of a provision in the
Affordable Care Act that will take effect this
summer, Bon Appétit is required to provide
a comprehensive list of ingredients and
calorie counts for dishes frequently made
in their facilities.
Bon Appétit made it clear that with
the constraints they have to work with,
interpretations of and deviations from the
original recipes for traditionally ethnic
dishes are unavoidable. As taste is highly
subjective, Tripurana suggested that the
online menu could include links that specified where the recipes for the dishes came
from whenever possible to allow students
to see what modifications have been made,
as well as the sources and interpretations
that the chefs had to rely on. This will
improve communication between the student body and the chefs and make the
efforts that have been put into recipe sourcing and cooking known.
Last but not least, both sides agreed
that continual student feedback in the pro-

cess is critical in making concrete changes.
Griffin, Severance and Shook stated that
Bon Appétit is very open to feedback and
suggestions. Students also suggested that
Bon Appétit actively seek students’ feedback, especially when they first try out
new recipes, by putting comment cards
at the station with a written reminder for
students to give feedback. This is to ensure
that when a dish is deemed authentic by the
students, it can then be accurately named
with not only its ingredients but also its origins. As the naming also makes the cooking
and dining experience a lot more exciting
for both chefs and students, country names
can be included in the dishes’ names, once
verified and tested.
These suggestions are definitely not
complete solutions to the current issue
at Andrew Commons. However, these are
all concrete action plans for better food
and quality service, especially at the global
station. As expressed by Tripurana and
freshman Jason Lau after the meeting, the
students are appreciative of Bon Appétit’s
efforts and the openness demonstrated at
the meeting that promise positive changes.

fighting for The Rock,” Axtell added.
“They got it. Those Sage girls got it,”
Hanrahan said.
“The Sage girls got it,” Axtell echoed.
“But it was crazy circumstance that girls
were fighting for The Rock, because it was
really a boys’ game.”
This was likely because each fraternity had their own rock of this sort—Sigma
Phi Epsilon’s is still on campus, in front of
Sankofa House—and the famous Rock was
the original property of the fraternity Phi
Delta Theta (Phi Delt). “What was going
down in 1998 is that for the past few years,
The Rock had been under the ownership of
Phi Delt. At some point one of the other fraternities—I think Delt [Delta Tau Delta]—
realized that Phi Delt had the special Rock,
the one that can move,” Hanrahan said,
going on to summarize a battle between
Delt and Phi Delt for The Rock that involved
current Vice President for Student Affairs
Nancy Truesdell calling for a ceasefire, as
it were. “Generally, it was a tradition that
if you move it before Homecoming, it’s in
your ownership for the rest of the year.
Somewhere around that weekend, that
term, it disappeared, left campus.”
There were plenty of battles like this
in The Rock’s 100-year history, including a
several-year stint where it lived underneath
the Plantz parking lot, but it had never left
campus. “I just find it so mystifying that we
had this boulder with a weight somewhere
between two and four tons… but, it’s been
missing for almost two decades, just like
that. And at this point nobody bats an eye
at that, but back in the early 2000s there
were a lot of folks who were trying to find

it,” Hanrahan said.
Since the two do not know how this
story is going to unfold, they do not know
what the outcome of their show will be, but
it is sure to educate and enlighten about
Lawrence’s past. “We’ll be interspersing
original reporting with vignettes from [The
Rock’s] history, because many funny and
strange things have happened to it,” Axtell
said. “When I think of some of the few
remaining traditions Lawrence does have
--Trivia, for example—I think it’s in a similar vein, just doing silly things to be silly.
That’s a side of Lawrence that I really like
and want to help continue.”
Noting the growing interest in mystery
podcasts, the two agreed that using radio
is the most effective way to tell this story
and any story that comes with a poorly
documented or ambiguous history. “It creates a lot more room for the imagination of
images, like groups of people moving The
Rock around,” Hanrahan said.
“I also think, that in a lot of ways, radio
can be more intimate than video or news
journalism.,” said Axtell. “You still have the
human voice, and microphones are way less
pervasive than cameras. You’ll act way more
naturally in front of a microphone than a
camera. I think this mystery podcast thing
is a movement bubbling up. There’s a lot of
influence going around right now.”
The Rock detectives will also be updating the associated website: nsupodcast.
rocks.

Hanrahan and Axtel l prep are for p o dc ast
chronicling s e arch for The Ro ck
Margaret Koss
Staff Writer

______________________________

When we think of Lawrence University
traditions, a few which come to mind are
obvious: the Great Midwest Trivia Contest,
Winter Carnival and senior streak. But one
that has fallen out of Lawrence’s collective
mind is The Rock—the large, two-to-four
ton boulder that used to travel between
campus groups and has been missing since
1998. Two students took a keen interest in
this mystery and decided to devote a radio
serial to uncovering any known information about The Rock.
Junior Sarah Axtell and senior Jon
Hanrahan will be premiering their mystery
serial on WLFM in the beginning of Spring
Term. However, for those of you dying of
curiosity, the two shared part of the story
with The Lawrentian and explained how
they got involved with The Rock to begin
with.
“At some point last year, we both realized that we very much enjoy the show
‘Serial,’” Hanrahan said. “We also both real-

ized that there’s this missing Lawrence
tradition called The Rock, active on campus
since 1895 but missing since 1998. Sarah
then put it together that we could make our
own serial about The Rock—finding out
where it came from, where it’s been, and
where it might be.”
After both hearing about The Rock offhand, the two began researching its history.
“We started in the archives, looking through
old Lawrentian articles, and from that, contacting alumni and doing interviews,” Axtell
said, noting that the interviews included
current members of the Lawrence faculty
as well. “You can expect to hear from Curt
Lauderdale and we have more upcoming
interviews set up,” she said.
So far, they have uncovered a pretty
good sketch of The Rock’s past. The boulder
used to be a source of competition between
organizations at Lawrence—mainly fraternities. “The rock has had a very genderskewed history. It’s very often been the
boy’s thing. The fraternities were the last
ones to be battling over it,” Hanrahan said.
“There was one Lawrentian article
from the 40’s that sensationalizes the fact
that there was a group of girls that was

Photos are of The Rock when it was
present on campus.
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P h o t o F e a t u r e:

Ceramic and print sale

The print and ceramics sale took place on Feb. 26 in the Wriston Art Center.
Works were made by both professional and student artists.
Photos by Billy Liu

Roundtable addresses Paris attacks
Karina Barajas
Staff Writer

________________________________

On Thursday, Feb. 25, the French and
Francophone studies and government
departments organized a roundtable discussion about the terrorist attacks in Paris
that occurred Nov. 13, 2015. Associate
Professor of French Dominica Chang,
Associate Professor of French Lifongo
Vetinde, Stephen Edward Scarff Professor
of International Affairs and Associate Professor of Government Jason Brozek, Edwin
& Ruth West Professor of Economics and
Social Science and Professor of Government
Claudena Skran, and junior Alana Rieser—a
French major who was in France last fall—
led the discussion. After the event I asked
Brozek, Chang and Vetinde to share their
thoughts and reactions.
Vetinde said, “I basically took [the
attacks] quite personally because I have
friends and relatives in France. One of my
friends was in Paris at the time and he
had just left for Toulouse. I could have
been there myself. I was very shocked at
the scale and randomness of the attacks.
I mean, they attacked areas no one would
have suspected.”
Chang added, “This was one of the first
larger attacks where we see soft targets.
One of the innovations was to pick places
no one would expect these attacks to occur,
particularly in places with young people
who are not necessarily in positions of
power.”
What do the professors hope students
took away from the panel discussion?
Chang replied that students have more
of a sense when events like this occur, as
students think, “I will think about it differently or more deeply than I would otherwise because the overwhelming message
that we see is recourse to fear, anger and
retaliation. So if we are able to remind people to slow down that response I would be
thrilled with that.”
Vetinde said, “I believe some of the
students walked away with a more enlightened idea about the terrorist phenomenon
because we do not get to hear the other side
of the story. We have to look at it dialectically to understand why these things are
going on.”
Brozek added that the “lessons are
much broader. This discussion goes well
beyond November 2015.”

Chang and Vetinde added, “This won’t
be the last unfortunately.”
In response to what will happen going
forward, Vetinde said, “I hope there will
be massive demonstrations if any Western
leader sets out to invade a weaker country.
I hope the youth would take to the streets
and protest because such exercise of power
creates a breeding ground or serves an
excuse for terrorists.
Chang agreed: “I would love to see
more protest against military retaliation
and to protect human and civil rights.”
Brozek added, “These attacks have a
motivation we can understand, and if we
dismiss the idea then we will never understand.”
How did social media play a role in the
attacks?
Although social media played a negative role in the attacks by aiding recruitment, it also had positive effects.
Brozek gave examples of the positive
role of social media: “In Paris people were
getting information from social media.
People were texting, tweeting from inside
the concert hall, posting police updates
from the streets and sharing news. There
was an update you could post on Facebook
to let people know you were safe if you had
a place for people to stay.”
Chang added that social media “plays a
role in community building and the healing
that needs to take place.”
Why is it important for the current
generation and future generations to
understand these attacks?
Vetinde said the attacks “affect families
of the terrorists. The government measures
have a very negative effect on them. They
take away their civil liberties. There are
negative effects on families and society at
large.”
Chang replied, “Unless someone
chooses to live in absolute isolation, there
is absolutely no way to completely escape
the influence of these problems.
Brozek said, “I think we have a responsibility to understand the motivations to
engage in terrorism. It’s irresponsible to
simply dismiss it as the actions of crazyeyed evil-doers.”
Chang concluded, “We have responsibility as citizens and as a global power.”

Students experience
3-D printer in
librar y’s makerspace
Mina Seo
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

Lawrence University became the
first college in the Associated Colleges of
the Midwest (ACM) to have a 3-D printer.
Located on the first floor of the Seeley
G. Mudd Library, the Lawrence University
Interdisciplinary Makerspace for Engaged
Learning houses two pairs of 3-D printers
and scanners for everyone to freely use. 3-D
printers are one of the newest technologies to enhance our knowledge of science.
Following this new technological trend,
Lawrence has arranged a part of the library
for these devices, which include 3-D printers, a sewing machine and an electronic
cutter. Upon arrival of these new machines,
students have expressed their eagerness to
use these machines.
In the makerspace, 3-D printers have
already started to take on various roles.
One student invented headgear for measuring brain waves for his computer science project. Many chemistry students
have used this technology to print scientific
models. Moreover, many students majoring in art and social sciences also visit the
makerspace. Recently, students in anthropology have printed ancient navigational
tools for their class. “Students sometimes
drop by the makerspace to take off stickers on their laptops by using the electronic
cutter,” said Reference and Web Services
Librarian Angela Vanden Elzen. Any students approved by their professors can get
access to the makerspace after completing 30 minutes of training. Vanden Elzen,
mostly responsible for directing this whole
place with other professors and librarians,
expects to encourage a makers’ club governed by students themselves so that they
can freely choose to invent their own creations by systemizing their ways of access

and usage.
Although the printers only became
available this past Fall Term, this project has been planned since last summer.
Associate Professor of Chemistry David J.
Hall said the college received the funding for this campaign four years ago from
Provost David Burrows and other funding
from guest speakers and the ACM. The
space that the makerspace occupies was
made by knocking down a wall between
two separate rooms to make one larger
space.
Before creating this space on campus,
students would go to the local makerspace
in Appleton. Hall said that some students
visited the local makerspace since it was
only two or three blocks away from campus. In the local makerspace, students were
free to use their own storage and get a student discount. After the makerspace moved
to a different location, students had difficulty accessing it due to the long distance.
A future goal of this makerspace is
to expand its size so that students can get
access to more up-to-date devices like a
razor cutter. Vanden Elzen also hopes 3-D
printers become more readily available for
the broader range of students with the new
makers’ club. She said, “We are looking
for new leadership for this club to make
this possible.” She expected it would be a
good experience for everyone if students
themselves engage in managing and governing the makerspace later through their
club activities. Other special guest speakers
such as Instructional Technologist Arno
Damerow and well-known speaker on liberal arts education and technology Bryan
Alexander are also expected to visit the
makerspace this Spring Term and over the
summer to help work the technology into
classes. Vanden Elzen and Hall anticipate
that these speakers will contribute greatly
to the makerspace.
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Lawrence musicians successfully
present “The Beggar’s Opera”
McKenzie Fetters
Staff Writer

_________________________

Slipstream
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

_______________________

With the past several columns focusing on music born
completely outside of the
Conservatory, it is refreshing
to cover a group that is deeply
rooted in the Conservatory, yet
still outside of it. Slipstream is a
band that consists of junior and
pianist Matt Blair, senior and
electric guitarist Ilan Blanck,
super senior and saxophonist Joe Connor and percussionist Dan Reifsteck ’15. For
those looking to put faces to
the name, the group recently
opened for the convocation
with Krista Tippett.
The group was born with
the suggestion that the four
of them play “Hout” by Louis
Andriessen, a contemporary
piece written for unique instrumentation. After this suggestion
and bouncing many other ideas
back and forth, the four became
close and attempted to do more
than just play the piece in a
recital. Despite all being music
majors and having their group
coached by different faculty in
their beginnings, it is clear this
is a project that goes beyond
their Conservatory education
and requires a certain level of
passion.
Since their creation,
Slipstream’s members have put
it upon themselves to contact
composers with connections
to Lawrence, mainly people
the group is close with. These
bonds and creativity were highlighted in last term’s concert,
“Music By Our Friends,” their
first performance of several
pieces. I had the privilege of
attending this concert, and it
was a beautiful experience. The
care and feeling put into each
piece was remarkable, even
though none of them were
composed by a member of the
ensemble. It is an uncommon
experience to see musicians
connect that closely to the
music they are playing when it
is not their own, but this concert showcased just that.
The way Slipstream interacts with its composers is definitely influenced by how they
interact as a quartet. When
observing them on- and offstage, the friendship and camaraderie between the member
was hard to miss. Offstage,
they always seem to be goofing around and enjoying each
other’s company. Onstage, they
pore over their music, with a
great balance of focusing on
their own parts and looking at
each other, acknowledging the
other members’ parts.

The
members
of
Slipstream also include junior
Jason Koth as an unofficial fifth
member. Koth was one of the
composers featured on the
“Music By Our Friends” concert and has worked closely
with them on their upcoming
project, an extended play (EP).
This EP will feature pieces by
friends, including Koth. In addition to recording and mastering, Koth is incorporating electronic layers, providing his own
unique voice to Slipstream. The
four of them could not be more
grateful to have him help, only
further showing the kindness
and camaraderie so prevalent
in the band.
The connections and
drive for creating such eclectic music has brought them far
and is promising them a busy
spring break of touring and
spreading their music around
the Midwest. With a five-stop
tour, an upcoming concert at
Lawrence and the soon-to-be
released EP, it is exciting to see
how much Slipstream is doing
when they have only been a
band for about a year.
It can be difficult to pin
down and concisely describe
the music they play, but no
matter what, it is often calming and leaves the audience
in awe—not only from their
technical chops as musicians
but also from their refined
and intelligent approach to a
variety of styles. Blanck semijokingly described their music
as “kind of like rock music
because there’s an electric guitar, but there’s no singing. And
on the keyboard there are a lot
of notes that are close together
sometimes. Sometimes there
are some power chords. We try
to make it loud sometimes, we
try to make it quiet sometimes
[…] You’ll just have to come
hear us on March 9.” While he
said this as a cop-out and a
joke, I have to agree with him. It
is hard to know what to expect
without hearing Slipstream,
and since their EP has not been
released yet, seeing them live is
currently the only way to hear
them.
From seeing them live to
just hanging out with them, it
has been so much fun talking
about music and joking around
with Blair, Blanck, Connor
and Reifsteck. Stay tuned for
a future EP review. You can
see Slipstream perform in the
Lawrence Memorial Chapel on
March 9 at 9 p.m.

This past weekend, students of the Lawrence University
Conservatory of Music performed the opera masterwork
“The Beggar’s Opera” at the Fox
Cities Performing Arts Center’s
Kimberly-Clark Theater. The
opera was written by satirist John
Gay and arranged by composer
Benjamin Britten. There were four
performances—Thursday, Feb.
25 through Saturday, Feb. 27 at
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 28 at
3 p.m.—which were the culmination of numerous hours of careful planning, individual practice
and group rehearsal by the cast,
orchestra, production staff and
directors.
This vaudevillian ballad opera
consisted of three acts with a preconcert show and two ten-minute
act breaks by the local band Holy
Sheboygan!—which features Liam
O’Brien ’10, Ben DeCorsey ’10,
Jeff Edenberg ’10 and Julia Blair
’11—who performed their own
arrangements of Gay’s original
texts. With their unique style and
instrumentation, Holy Sheboygan!
provided a savory musical flavor
that contrasted nicely with the
opera.
True to the ballad opera
format, “The Beggar’s Opera”
included just as much acting and
speaking as singing. What sets it
apart from a typical musical is
the satire that it conveys. In 1728,
Gay crafted the opera in order to
expose and openly mock the rampant corruption of his time, during which many law-enforcement
officials partnered up with thieves
in order to exploit the legal and
justice systems and profit from
crime. However, by utilizing the
ballad opera format and incorporating raunchy and comical lines,
Gay also mocks the more austere
operatic style that was stereotypical at the time. Thus, The New

York Times fittingly refers to “The
Beggar’s Opera” as an “anti-opera,”
and the Lawrence University students performed it as such.
“The Beggar’s Opera” chronicles the tale of the Peachums,
a couple who make their living
by partnering with criminals to
game the system for monetary
gain, whose daughter Polly falls in
love with and marries one of their
most lucrative criminal customers,
Captain Macheath. From there, the
tale spirals into a whirlwind of
debauchery and depravity as the
Peachums attempt to save face
and fortune by plotting to murder
Macheath, and Polly attempts to
retain his love after discovering
he is already married to another
woman. The opera ends abruptly
by acquitting Macheath before his
execution, whereupon he promptly announces to the audience that
Polly is his one and only love.
The opera featured two casts,
with the first group performing
on Thursday and Saturday and
the second group performing on
Friday and Sunday. The Saturday
evening showing that I attended
was excellent, and I am sure that
the other showings were of a similar caliber.
The opera was accompanied
by a pit orchestra, comprised of
twelve Lawrence University students and directed by guest conductor Hal France, who played for
the duration of the opera with a
few exceptions, all while dressed
in costuming befitting the time
period, which called for wigs and
coats. The superb music complemented the performance of the
actors and singers onstage very
well.
The stage for the opera, which
the program notes called a “raised
thrust platform,” was remarkably
simple in its construct—just a
platform sitting in the middle of
the Kimberly-Clark Theater with
one trap door situated towards
the front and one situated towards
the back. Consequently, the opera
relied mostly on the elaborate cos-

tumes and the dramatic presence
of the characters onstage, which
were more than satisfactory, to
create the scenes.
Screens behind and on both
sides of the stage displayed the
words that were being sung so
that the audience could more
readily decipher the Old English
text. Almost every stanza that
was sung was repeated and the
screens turned off for the repetitions, which allowed for the audience to take in the meaning of the
words in the songs the first time
around and then watch the stage
for the full effect of the music and
the acting the second time around.
Overall, the opera was well
acted and pleasing to both the
eye and the ear. Each of the cast
members on the Saturday showing did a remarkable job of accentuating the witty jibes present in
Gay’s text, eliciting much laughter from the audience on a few
occasions. As Director of Opera
Studies Copeland Woodruff put
it in the program notes, “The
Beggar’s Opera” does a wonderful job of “peering into our own
dichotomies and contradictions”
as human beings. The opera
included the age-old struggles
of love—the unreasonable, the
unrequited and the unapproved;
the wickedness of the heart at its
most selfish and disgusting; and
human nature at its most paradoxical --ridiculous and somehow
forgivable. The opera ended with
a song that was sung by all members of the cast where the key
lyric was “The wretch of today
may be happy tomorrow,” thus
celebrating the present moment
while acknowledging the unpredictability of life. I possess a lot of
admiration for all of the students
and faculty for giving four performances in one weekend of an
approximately three-hour work
with dignity, grace and devotion
and for satisfactorily portraying
one of the most well performed
operas of all time.

37 years of teaching to Lawrence
University and Eastman School of
Music, and left behind—in addition to his legacy—arrangements
such as these.
Both “Carolina Shout” and
“Black Bottom Stomp” were
charming, jazzy ditties, sure to
have brought a smile to everyone
listening in Esch Hurvis that night.
These musical choices represented a well-rounded beginning and
end, and provided a thoughtful
tribute to Sturm—an educator
who truly left his mark on all who
knew him.
Truax continued his program
with a piece called “Greensilver”
by Evan Chambers. Connor played
with Truax in this quirky, atmospheric duet. Both Truax and
Connor did exceedingly well in
sections of unison, and were
completely in sync in movement
and in musicality. Chambers
visited Lawrence as part of the
Conservatory’s “New Music
Series” in 2013.
Mizrahi accompanied Truax
in Baljinder Sekhon’s “Sonata of
Puzzles,” a work in three move-

ments. Truax displayed his mastery of technique in the clicks,
pops and wacky, nervous energy this piece demanded. The
Lawrence University Saxophone
Studio commissioned this work
in 2015.
Truax was then joined
by George in another work by
Chambers entitled “Come Down
Heavy”—a work inspired by folk
spirituals. As always, George’s
stage presence was electric, and
it was refreshing to hear her play
something outside of the classical realm. The second movement
of the piece truly captivated the
audience, as its fiddle-inspired
musings kept them still in their
seats. The fourth movement’s high
energy entranced them just the
same.
Truax constructed a program
that was enjoyable, sincere and
complete. The Lawrence community looks forward to what program Truax may come up with
next.

Jazz, classical faculty collaborate with Traux
Margaret Norby

For The Lawrentian
____________________________________

On Feb. 26, students and faculty assembled in the Esch Hurvis
Studio to join Sumner Truax ’12
in a collaborative recital. Truax
joined the Lawrence Saxophone
faculty this academic year.
Truax invited Associate
Professor of Violin Samantha
George, Instructor of Jazz
Saxophone José Encarnacíon,
Professor of Music Steven
Jordheim, Associate Professor of
Music Michael Mizrahi, junior
Shasta Tresan and super senior
Joe Connor in the performance
of five different works. Truax
explained that each piece included in the recital was connected in
both elements of American origin
and Lawrence affiliation.
The first and last pieces,
“Carolina Shout” and “Black
Bottom Stomp,” were arranged by
former Kimberly-Clark Professor
of Music and Director of Jazz
Studies and Improvisational
Music Professor Fred Sturm, who
passed in 2014. Sturm devoted
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Book Review

Nathaniel West’s
“The Day of the Locust”
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

________________________

Nathaniel West is perhaps
the most important writer that
might have been in American
literary history. Dead in a car
crash at 37 years old and leaving
behind only four novels and a
handful of B-movies, West had
in fact mapped out extensively
what his plans were for the rest
of his life in his journal, a guide
to perhaps the greatest what-if
scenario of the 20th century. As
it stands, we still have four great
novels to enjoy, and the subject
of this review, “The Day of the
Locust,” is a work that has influenced everyone from Robert
Altman to Matt Groening—who
named Homer Simpson after
one of its main characters.
There is not a ton of plot to
speak of here. Recent Yale School
of Arts graduate and mentally
disturbed artist Tod Hackett is
hired by a major Hollywood studio in the 1930s to paint pictures for sets. Mostly ignoring
that directive, Hackett spends
most of his time looking for the
most grotesque, pitiful people he
can find and trying to memorize
their faces for his masterpiece,
“The Burning of Los Angeles.”
While doing this, he falls into
violent lust with an aspiring
actress, hangs out at cockfights
with a dwarf gangster and does
not do his job.
This is a deeply strange

GLOW

continued from page 1
were read chronologically. GLOW
members also shared personal
experiences related to the specific demand being read. “All of
these demands have come out of
members’ personal experiences,”
freshman and GLOW Publicity
Secretary Caleb Smith explained.

LUCC

continued from page 1
Representative Harrison Barber
noted the lack of student involvement in crafting the original legislation. “Part of the reason LUCC
and some of the students were so
opposed to the previous legislation was that it seemed to come
more from staff than from students,” said Barber.
Amid controversy that staff
members had undue influence
on LUCC activity, the community
council passed a constitutional
amendment that barred any nonstudents from writing legislation.
This year, Residence Life took
up the complicated responsibility once again. However, junior
and Chair Malcolm Lunn-Craft and
sophomore and Vice Chair Daniel
Thomas-Commins were intent on
learning from the lessons of the
previous year. “We were working from the ground-up [to figure
out] what do we all want to see
in group housing,” said ThomasCommins.
The first step was outreach.
Lunn-Craft tracked down current
residence life managers (RLMs)
and student contacts of group

book, filled with, besides what
I have already mentioned, a
sadistic child star named Adore
Loomis, the world’s worst novelty shop and the saddest death
of a clown you will ever read.
West’s prose frequently feels like
a nightmare from which you cannot escape, a funhouse mirror
where everyone hates everyone
and the living envy the dead. At
the same time, it can be almost
devastating in its overwhelming
sadness, as in the case of Homer
Simpson, whose tale has to be
one of the most stellar side plots
in fiction. A sad, helpless man
in love with the same actress
Hackett lusts over, Simpson’s
story comes seemingly from a
different novel, one that is not
as merciless as this, where a
man who does not know what
to do with his life has a chance
to discover exactly that, instead
of be torn to pieces in the way
Simpson is over the course of
150 pages. Pity him, for West can
only be bothered to do so for the
expense of his commentary on
how diseased Hollywood is.
This is a horrific book but,
a valuable one for the archives
of American literature. West
is a man whose career might
have been over too soon, but we
have a fantastic, bleak look into
the world as it once was and in
some respects might still be. The
Locust’s Day does not ever come
in a literal sense in the novel, but
it may still yet be on the horizon.
Be ready. Fight it.
“There are a lot of emotions tied
up in them.”
Thomas-Commins
said
President Burstein thanked the
members for sharing their experiences and described the demands
as both “reasonable and appropriate.” Thomas-Commins and Smith
both expressed contentment
with the response received from
administration, adding that GLOW
members felt as if their voices

houses to gather input on the
housing policies. After these meetings and conversations with individual groups, Thomas-Commins
began drafting the lengthy document.
The following months were
filled with constant revisions and
updates based on consultaion
with students and staff “By the
time we were done with it, the
version that passed LUCC I believe
was the 17th version of the legislation that was written,” said
Thomas-Commins.
By Winter Term, a draft
was ready to be discussed with
LUCC’s Steering Committee.
These discussions reached their
peak at a campus-wide forum on
Wednesday, Feb. 3, in the Warch
Campus Center Cinema.
On Monday, Feb. 8, the legislation was introduced to General
Council through a motion by LunnCraft. During the lengthy discussion on the issue, Vice President
for Student Affairs Nancy
Truesdell brought up concerns
regarding the composition of
the selection board. Additionally,
Dean of Students Curt Lauderdale
questioned whether some of the
disciplinary procedures.
Representatives were focused

IGLU explores motion and
sound with student dancers
Wendell Leafstedt
Staff Writer

_________________________

On Tuesday, Feb. 24, almost
30 students belonging to the
Improvisation Group of Lawrence
University (IGLU) and the
Ensemble Thinking dance class
gave a performance in the Wriston
Art Center Galleries. Their goal
was to explore the relationship
between motion and sound.
In the largest room in the back
of the art gallery, tightly-packed
rows of chairs stood in front of
the art exhibits on the walls.
Lawrence students and faculty
members listened as Instructor of
Dance Margaret Paek gave a brief
introduction while performers got
into position.
IGLU is an alternative improvisation group whose members
take pride in their diverse performances. Earlier this year, they
prepared a performance involving several simultaneous microoperas. In past years, they have
improvised soundtracks to silent
films and played on homemade
instruments. IGLU is led by
Lecturer of Music Matt Turner, a
cellist who dedicates his personal
studies to creative improvisation
techniques.
For this performance, IGLU
was joined by several student
dancers. Students enrolled in this
three-unit course get to “develop
awareness and listening skills for
relating to others, build a common

were finally being heard.
Concerns regarding the antiactivist climate around campus
were also addressed at the meeting. “This campus has a problem with response to activism.
Personally, I have seen that changing—a lot of the conversations
I’ve had have been widely positive, with people I’ve never spoken to before.”
However, not all of the

on the nomination, appointment
and vetting of the housing selection board. This led to a heated discussion about whether
Steering Committee should be
more effectively involved in the
process. The meeting ended without much consensus and the legislation was tabled with emotions
running high.
“It became evident that
nobody was on the same
page,” reflected Junior Class
Representative Suzanne Hones.
Freshman Madison Gardner, who
was a class representative at
that time, added, “For a moment,
we were a little scared that it
wouldn’t be passed and that we
wouldn’t have it for this coming
Spring Term.”
Eventually, Steering and
Residence Life compromised to
both take part in vetting the nominations and applications.
In order to ensure successful passage of the legislation during the final General Council of
the term, then-LUCC President
Varughese called a special meeting on Monday, Feb. 15. At this
meeting, Lunn-Craft and ThomasCommins went over the compromise with Steering and other
amendments made by Residence

language, and practice collaboratively creating dances.” Both
ensembles’ instructors, Turner
and Paek, worked with the students during their Monday-night
rehearsals.
For the majority of the event,
small groups of five students took
turns giving five- to ten-minute
performances. Each group had
a mix of dancers and musicians;
some musicians chose to leave
their instruments behind. The
performances were jarring; only
after a few acts had passed did
the patterns and themes begin to
crystallize.
The first five-person group’s
sound was generated by brass
instruments, voice and a long
white tube. They stood in silence
for a few moments before suddenly emitting an ear-splitting
blast of sound. They sustained it
before gradually pulling back to a
more moderate dynamic level and
adjusting pitches to form consonant harmonies. They continued
expanding and contracting, stepping in and out but staying largely
in the same place for several minutes before fading out one by one.
The following small group
made a tortured crawl from one
corner of the room to another,
dragging their bodies along as
if they had almost no energy to
spend. They seemed to be struggling to reach a constantly-moving
point of focus on the floor. Their
sonic output was comprised of
their strained exhalations and
sophomore Devyn Gay playing

violin.
Another
team
formed
what could be called a human
tree. Standing in a cluster, they
whipped their arms around and
changed directions to face imagined beings circling them. No
instruments were involved—
instead they hummed and vocalized in response to each other’s
twitches. A hop elicited a cry and
a slouch was answered by a low
drone.
Finally the members of all
five small groups stood together
on the floor as one large ensemble.
Their plan seemed to involve performing elements of their original
acts while interacting with the
other groups. Each person’s role
changed constantly—from watching to singing to dancing—as they
responded to different actions.
They became a living, reacting
being which breathed on its own.
Each group did their best
to showcase direct and abstract
relationships between sound and
motion. Audience members were
occasionally confused, but they
were generally impressed with
the wide variety of performance
techniques demonstrated. The
exploration of motion and sonic
response is ongoing. IGLU invites
students to join if they wish to be
part of such performances in the
future.

Life.

General Council also marked
the transition of LUCC’s cabinet.
During the meeting, upon the
recommendation of junior and
then-LUCC Parliamentarian Adam
McDonald, the council voted to
appoint Varughese to the honorary position of president emeritus and senior Ali Heiring to vice
president emeritus in gratitude
for their work.
Both then handed over charge
to their successors—juniors Max
Loebl and Jo-Hanna Rifai—who,
in turn, introduced their cabinet.
Reflecting on the past cabinet, various LUCC members
praised their dedication and the
amount of work they got done.
Lunn-Craft and Thomas-Commins
were appreciative of the responsiveness of the outgoing leadership. Labak admired Varughese
for “balancing that which is personal and colloquial and that
which is business.”
Looking ahead, both Labak
and Gardner—who will serve as
parliamentarian and general secretary, respectively, on the new
cabinet—are enthusiastic for
their year of service.

response from the student body
was positive. Smith points out
that there was “a lot of blatant
transphobia from students on
this campus” in response to the
demands. An anonymous GLOW
member mentioned that they
“had to cut contact with quite a
few people that [they] considered
friends” due to negative responses. Thomas-Commins noted that
some of the signs were removed
“I know that there was some
tension along the way. I think
we’ve addressed that at this
point,” said Thomas-Commins.
“We all understand that we’re all
coming at this from a position of
goodwill, we all have good intentions. I think what really came out
during this whole ordeal was the
best of the legislative process.”
On Monday, Feb. 29, General
Council unanimously approved
the group living legislation amid
much applause.
“I feel as though the weight
of the LUCC world is off our shoulders, finally,” said Lunn-Craft. “I
am really excited that we have a
new process ready to get up and
running for next term and next
year.”
“All group living has now
moved into the hands of students
for selection, legislation and application,” reflected Varughese. “That
has been the final selling point for
everyone involved.” Hones commented she is “as excited as one
can be about housing legislation.”
Thomas-Commins, however,
was “not quite exhaling yet” since
his committee still needs to implement the legislation.
This last meeting of the

and that many disappointing and
offensive comments appeared on
the anonymous social media platform Yik Yak.
Despite the mixed response
to the list of demands, GLOW
believes that the list will help lead
to positive change. As Smith said,
“We are not asking this to all happen overnight. We are asking for a
discussion and for progress to be
made over time.”

For the complete version of this
article, go to lawrentian.com.
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LETTER FROM THE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
I can still remember the excitement I felt a year ago. Entering our year of leading The Lawrentian, my
partner in crime, Amaan Khan, and I had irrepressible passion and drive to accomplish near-impossible
goals. We can now reflect on the past year with pride in our accomplishments.

Throughout that time, much of our important work was done behind the scenes. Most notably, The
Lawrentian now spreads all aspects of operation over three days, rather than a single 12-hour production session. Consistent all-nighters are now relics of the past, leading to a more careful editing and
layout process. This improvement will show its full effects in the coming year, as all significant changes
experience growing pains.
We also localized two key aspects of our operation, shifting to Lawrence University Information
Technology Services for web-hosting and Appleton-area Gannett Company, Inc. for printing. These
moves helped us improve our system of layout, editing, printing and publishing.
The application timeline has also been completely reformed. By appointing the Editorial Board
leadership early in Winter Term, we enjoyed greater efficiency in the hiring and training processes for
new editors and managers.

Beyond these broader achievements, each section accomplished a great deal, individually. News provided unbiased and sensitive coverage of transformational events on campus. Variety became a platform
for collaboration with other student organizations. Sports cast a wide net of coverage due to a strong
writer base. Features pushed the limits of avant-garde layout and challenged the pillars of traditional
journalism. While improving event coverage, Arts & Entertainment highlighted creative endeavors outside conventional academic realms. Opinions & Editorials demonstrated a commitment to promoting a
broad range of opinions—both popular and controversial.

Throughout the past year, I have constantly been reminded of the value of collegiate journalism and
our school newspaper. The Lawrentian serves as a vital archive for life on campus, a platform for student
voices and an important university tradition.
I will not ignore one unfortunate truth, however: we must publish higher quality content. Internal
improvements, pursuit of operational efficiency and conversation within the Editorial Board can only
change so much. Ultimately, our student publication will never reach its full potential unless writing
quality is consistently worthy of dedicated readership.
My greatest source of excitement is that the new leadership team is prepared to take on the challenges ahead. With Lizzy Weekes as editor-in-chief, Alex Kurki as copy chief and Tamanna Akram as
managing editor, Lawrence’s longest-running publication will have exceptional leadership. This new
team is already poised to make several massive improvements.

The addition of a new position, marketing manager, is intended to enhance recruitment efforts,
establish effective methods of retention and provide greater newspaper publicity. Having shifted to a
new printer, incoming editors are also discussing the possibility of printing larger issues, sizing up to a
standard newspaper length. In accordance with each of those, the incoming leadership team is reviewing finances with the hopes of creating a more financially sustainable model. I cannot wait to see them
succeed in these efforts

Throughout the trials and tribulations of the past year, I found solace in all-nighters of delirious
laughter, inside jokes with peers and friends, and meaningful discussion at ungodly hours. Thank you
to the entire Editorial Board, especially the copy chief I loved, but never deserved. I am honored to have
served as editor-in-chief and ecstatic at the possibilities ahead.
The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members
who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the Editorial Board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.

Cultural Expressions was
an amazing accomplishment
Jonathan Rubin
Staff Writer

________________________

This past Saturday, Feb. 28, I
went to the Cultural Expressions
Show hosted by Black Student
Union (BSU). The show was excellent. Each act was varied and well
put together. The night was filled
with passionate music, poetry and
dance performed by Lawrentians
of all kinds and it was a special
experience to see people who I
did not know were performers up
on stage.
The thing that really blew me
away, though, was the audience.
Despite the tense environment on
campus surrounding race, Warch
Campus Center’s Esch-Hurvis
room was filled to the brim with
an audience that was there to celebrate the art of black and brown
students in the closing days of
Black History Month.
Most of the time, I feel like there
is a small part of the audience for
any performance that wants the
performers to fail. Whether it is
an actor who stumbles on a line
or a speaker who fumbles her

words, there is a certain drama
that comes with live performance
because there is a chance that
something will go wrong.
At Cultural Expressions, I did
not have this sense at all. Everyone
in the room was filled with pride
and love for the performers. As
the performers came on stage,
the audience yelled encouragement. After each act, hollers and
applause filled the room. I have
never been to a variety show that
had as many standing ovations as
there were that night.
Each performer seemed genuinely honored to be given the space
to perform and the exchange of
ideas and beauty between those
on and off the stage was continued throughout the night.
What really came through to
me was how many individuals
came together to put on the show.
It was enormously clear that the
BSU board and all of the performers had put hours into rehearsing
and organizing. The show’s production and professionalism was
very impressive, especially for a
student organized performance.
The only word that I think can
describe the feeling in the room

is an Americanized Yiddish slang
term, probably because of my
thirteen years at Jewish private
school. The audience was kvelling, which means bursting with
pride, as over one’s family, over
the performers. Hundreds of students put their heavy workload
and weekend plans aside in order
to show up for their friends.
The feeling of community support in that room was palpable. It
was so refreshing to be in such a
positive space when often times
it feels as if people do not wish
well for one another for no clear
reason. The positivity was also
great to see this late in Winter
Term, which can be a time when
many students feel stressed and
overworked.
I left Cultural Expressions
proud of my friends and peers
who performed and really honored to be among an audience
who showed so much respect
and gratitude. In my short time
at Lawrence, there have been few
moments when I was prouder
then I was on Saturday to count
myself a Lawrentian.

Stop blowing off
assigned readings
Danny Davis

Operations Manager

________________________

The amount of people at this
school who casually blow off
readings for their classes is astronomically high, and it is a disturbing trend. Though I am not here
to condemn the personal choice
of individuals who may have more
pressing matters (or who simply
do not feel like doing it), I do
think it is worth considering the
possible implications of a student
body that is chronically detached
from course material.
In every class, there’s that one
person, the kid who bombastically commands the intellectual
space, then comes up to you at a
party four days later and smugly
tells you they bluffed their way
through class without reading the
material. Not that you needed to
know, because most people can
spot it it when they see it. The real
danger are the true psychopaths;
the one that can critically engage
with course material and put a
twinkle in their professor’s eye
and not read a single word of the
reading assigned for that day.
Good for them! They will do
just as well here as anybody
else if they keep it up and take
classes where participation is 40
percent of the cumulative grade.
But, for everybody in between,
skipping readings takes a real toll
on the quality of education here
at Lawrence. As the twilight of
my college career approaches, I
would like to take a moment to
meditate on my experience as a
chronic reading neglecter.
First, you can get away with it
in most classes below the capstone
and sub-capstone level, especially
in the social sciences and humanities. Contrary to Plato, attaining
the form of the good and becoming a badass warrior-philosopher
is not a good enough reason to
read The Republic. Moodle grades
are. And when they fall several
weeks apart, it is hard to provoke
a sense of urgency in students
except on the eve of a due date.
Second, there are sometimes
legitimate reasons to not do readings. There are plenty of people
that have serious issues that
demand their time and energy
and detract from the classroom. Thankfully, we
have things like the
Lawrence Healthy
Balance Statement
and other services to guide
us
through
hard times.
H o w e v e r,
most people
do not have
issues so
pressing
that
it
prohibits
them from
clearing up three
hours a week to
do course readings.
Third, is that
if you have a
sparse course
load
and
do
not
have some
pressing
issue out-

side of school to deal with, you
will be a happier and smarter
person if you do your readings.
It took me 10 out of 12 terms
at Lawrence to learn this, but I
can proudly declare that doing my
readings dramatically improved
my academic experience at
Lawrence. Amazingly, the more
you do your readings, the faster
they go by, the more interesting
they become and the happier you
will be each night to sit down and
get your work out of the way.
Take note aspiring stoners,
productivity highs are danker
than any strain you will find. If
you are the type of person that
gets buried quickly, setting aside
just 90 minutes twice a week will
dramatically improve your life,
even if it still is not enough to stay
on top of everything you have to.
90 minutes twice a week is not
the endgame, it is the opener.
Studying a little bit is a foot in the
door for studying a lot. Once you
realize how much you missed out
on by skipping your readings, you
will wonder how you skipped so
much at all. As soon as you start
completing work for one class,
your priorities will shift on their
own, and you will be setting aside
more of your time and energy.
Still, many students here are
okay with not doing readings. I
am worried that it has a dramatic
effect on the type of education
people receive. If we do not take it
upon ourselves to do the readings
for the class, we are really just
jumping through hoops presented
as due dates throughout the term.
If we treat our education like a
series of hoops to jump through
at spaced intervals, we entirely
miss the whole purpose of being
at Lawrence. And, at more than
$50,000 a year, those are expensive hoops to jump through.
We are offered a choice each
time we begin the term. We can
pledge to critically engage in the
coursework or we cannot. With
athletics, clubs, activism, rehearsals and everything in between,
it’s easy to neglect the readings
assigned to us for each class.
However, we are at school after
all, and the opportunity to engage
in subjects beyond just coursework is, above all else, the reason
we chose Lawrence. However, we
cannot do that if we do not engage
in the coursework at all, something that is remarkably easy
to do.

Illustration by
Yifan Zhang
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Acknowledging stigmatized words
Deepta Jyoti

For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

We frequently attach images, sensations and emotions to
words. When we hear the word
“apple” we can picture an apple
and imagine its taste and feel.
Generally, this information attachment happens unconsciously and
is not a bad thing: when I hear the
word “apple,” I do not really care
if I picture a red apple instead of
a green one. But since we gain a
large portion of our knowledge
from sensationalist media, it is a
good idea to review commonly
politicized words and figure out if
the information we attach to these
critical words are well-founded.
For example, whenever I
introduce myself to people off
campus and tell them I am from a
Muslim country, I find myself trying to figure out if they are affected by the word “Muslim.” I have
had instances where, because
of my fluency in English, some
people presumed that I am from
the United States. But upon hearing otherwise, their expression
changed; their smiles lose their
genuineness. I understand why.
The media has stigmatized
the word “Muslim.” It is not just
that the media has associated the
word with violence and extreme,
radical images; they have associated it with a feeling of fear and

have used it constantly in their
loaded rhetoric. So, when people
come across the word, they automatically feel afraid even when
they have no concrete reason to
be.
Ignorance is not the sole
cause of this type of stigma. During
a conversation with a friend, I
started to picture a Muslim man.
I imagined a bearded man in a
white robe with a headdress consisting of a type of rope and white
and red checkered scarf and I was
stunned at my imagination.
In Bangladesh, 90 percent
of the population is Muslim.
The average Muslim man from
Bangladesh would have a cleanshaven look and would wear a
shirt and pair of pants. The only
piece of clothing they may wear
that is associated with their religious identity would be a Taqiyah,
a simple cloth cap, but even only
on special occasions or during
prayer. Additionally, most Muslim
women in Bangladesh do not wear
hijabs; they wear Bengali clothing
like sarees and salwar kameezes.
After seeing a particular
image associated with a word
many times, my mind has made
a connection, even though I know
better. I spent 19 years growing
up in a Muslim country, and yet
I pretty much painted the stereotype enforced by the media
in my mind. For a while, I seriously started to doubt if I was also

indoctrinated to associate fear
with the word “Muslim.”
It is vitally important that we
be aware of our feelings towards
particular words, as they may end
up affecting others. I cannot truly
imagine what a Muslim person
may feel if they encountered such
situations as I presented above,
but I can imagine it would be
hurtful.
There are many other wordslike “Muslim” that the media routinely stigmatize and generalize
on. To name a few: “conservative,” “liberal,” “Arab,” “Russian,”
“Chinese,” “mental patient,”
“Southern,” “communist,” “socialist.” There are people who get
emotionally affected simply by
hearing utterances of these words.
That is not a sign of a mind open
to reason; it is a sign of a mind
that views the words, without
their inherent cognitive content,
to be toxic.
There is no good way for us
to actively prevent ourselves from
wrongly attaching images and
emotions to words. The best that
we can do is to be aware of our
own emotions while having conversations and check if we are
being agitated by particular words
without reason. Only by talking to
each other can we weed out our
irrational biases.

practical or logistical reasons, or
may simply lack sexual desire in
the first place. A variety of sexual
expressions can be healthy, and
it is not productive to normalize
some experiences over others.
Claiming that sex is always a
desirable thing erases the experience of people who either are not
interested in sex or not able to
participate in sex. Although many
sex-positive feminists briefly
address that some people may not
ever want to have sex while discussing consent, the reasons why
someone might not want sex at
all are more or less glossed over.
No one really addresses any situations in which someone may not
want sex. Although talking about
consent definitely helps lessen the
blow, the lack of attention given
to this issue can make asexual or
sexually inactive people uncomfortable when speaking about the
subject.
Although it is not a requirement to want sex in order to be
a sex-positive feminist, many still
turn sexuality into a Hobson’s
choice. You can do whatever you
want with your sex life, as long as
you choose to have as much sex as
often as possible. On the surface,
sex-positive feminists seem to be
concerned about choice, but many
choices are still left out of the
equation.
Furthermore, some people are
still repulsed by sex. It is neither
reasonable nor fair to hold people
accountable for their own reactions. Many asexuals experience
dysphoria when they see sexual
stimuli, and many more people are
simply made uncomfortable by
sex in certain situations. Although
it is important that highly sexual
people are able to express their

desires in a healthy way, people
who dislike sex also need their
wishes respected.
A healthy suggested alternative to sex-positive feminism is
sex neutrality. Although the same
principles of education and consent remain intact, sex neutrality
views sex as neither a negative or
positive thing overall. It is much
more effective at respecting all
choices and body types concerning sex, since no stigma exists
around not desiring sex.
In a sex-neutral world, every
sexuality choice would be equally
respected, including the choice
not to have sex. Sex education
would focus around accuracy and
consent, but without assumptions
about the sex lives of the students.
Sexual liberation does not by
nature entail making those around
you uncomfortable. Conversations
around sexuality would focus on
accommodating as many options
as possible rather than having as
much sex as possible.
Although none of the flaws I
mentioned are inherent to sexpositive feminism, the view of sex
as an innate, wanted and positive
thing does nothing to question
these problematic views. I have
met more than one sex-positive
feminist who either directly or
indirectly ostracizes sexual inactivity and asexuality. Treating
your body and desires with
respect should go hand in hand
with respecting all choices you
can make with your body, and
anything else would go against the
principles of consent and autonomy which we have all been working so hard for.

Considering the limits
of sex-positive feminism

Antonia Keenan
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Sex-positive feminism has
contributed a lot to the feminist
dialogue over the past ten or so
years. Addressing issues such as
sexual assault and anti-woman
sex norms are essential to any
good feminist realm and to society as a whole. There is no question whatsoever that consent is
inseparable from sexuality rights
as a whole. However, a lot of sexpositive feminism comes with its
own toxic implications and views.
Sex-positive feminism is a specific type of third-wave feminism
that places heavy emphasis on
sex. This may include sex life, sex
norms or otherwise sexual and
reproductive rights. Some of the
most basic principles of sex-positive feminism are consent-based
sex, prevention of sexual assault,
sex education featuring accurate
information and a positive relationship with one’s body and sexuality, all of which are pretty much
universally good things.
The fifth principle I failed
to mention is viewing sex as a
universally positive and wanted
experience. Although this serves
a breath of fresh air for many
people who grew up in sexually
repressive or negative environments, this blanket view of sexual
activity becomes very problematic
very quickly. This ultimatum is
simply not true.
There are a variety of reasons why someone would not
want to have sexual intercourse,
even when given complete sexual
autonomy. People may remain
abstinent for religious reasons,
due to personal preference, for

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
To the editor,

Just like that, it is finished. It truly has been a pleasure to
serve as your student government president this past year. I am
grateful to Vice President Ali Heiring, my cabinet and to all of
those who have served with me over the past year. My involvement with Lawrence University Community Council (LUCC) has
really made my Lawrence experience what it is, and what I will
always remember it to be.
Through my involvement as a district representative, serving
on cabinet as a freshman, coming back from study abroad to be a
class representative and running for president my junior year—I
will always remember LUCC as the one thing that motivated me
every day to be better and to do more.
When I think about all of the events that have occurred over
the course of my presidency, I can say that our community is now
stronger as a collective than it has ever been. We have improved
accountability with our class representatives and we are more
in touch with the student organizations on this campus. Student
organizations have the ability to speak their mind and create programs that are inclusive of the entire community, while collaborating with groups they may never otherwise have collaborated
with.
We have successfully increased student participation, as
students are utilizing LUCC as a resource to have their voices be
heard—our review of the sexual assault and dining policies have
stemmed from student engagement.
We have a more favorable relationship with our administration, especially with my opportunity to serve as a student observer on the Board of Trustees. I can tell you that our trustees truly
care about our students and are working hard to make decisions
that impact our campus for everyone’s betterment, even if it may
seem as though they only decide whether or not our comprehensive fee will continue to increase.
As I prepare to graduate this June, I want to leave LUCC and
Lawrence with a few thoughts about the future. First, as we are
beginning to connect more and more every day, it would be unfortunate if we did not continue to collaborate with like-minded
groups to host large, successful campus events that all students
can attend.
Second, we must work harder to overcome our differences.
Creating an engaged campus community that also remains inclusive of all ideals, opinions, orientations and races is at the centerpiece of pushing Lawrence over the edge to be an example of
leading higher education institutions.
As Lawrentians, we are passionate about what we do, but
we must be supportive of the passions of our peers as well.
Collectivity will ensure everyone’s success and sometimes we
need another’s encouragement to help us maintain that drive.
LUCC has a unique position on this campus, and I really saw
how its potential can be used for the greater good of this campus
during my time here. I want to leave you with thoughts of inclusivity, collaboration, and sincere ways to improve this campus,
and its culture. I look forward to seeing the ways Max Loebl &
Jo-Hanna Rifai will embody these values for success in their time
with LUCC.
—Wesley Varughese ‘16, LUCC president emeritus

FREE SUPER-MUNCHEEZ CHEEZYBREADSTICKS
with any 14” or 16” Pizza!
FREE DELIVERY!
OPEN 11 A.M.–3 A.M.
Ask for your Lawrence Discount!
Best Traditional Pizza

Best Late-Night Dining

Best Take-Out/Delivery

920-749-1111
www.MuncheezPizzeria.com
600 W. College Ave. Downtown Appleton
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PHOTO POLL

Emei Thompson
Staff Photographer

What are your plans for spring break?

EDITORIAL
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
that appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s Editorial Board.
Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.edu.
Submissions by email should
be text attachments.
—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.

“I’m going to London to visit my
friend, Her Majesty the Queen.”
—Shelby Hader

“I’m going home to be with my
family for my birthday and visit
colleges with my little sister.”
—Greta Fritz

“Probably a road trip down South
with friends. Mostly relaxing and
rejuvenating for the next term.”
—Tabarique Anwar

—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.
—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
deadline
—Letters to the editor will be
edited for clarity, decency and
grammar.
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News Editors:
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Jessica Morgan
Photo Editor:
Eric Lee
New Media Editor:
Tamanna Akram
Operations Manager:
Danny Davis
Distributions Manager:
Hitkarsh Chanana
Copy Editors:
Aubrey Klein
Alex Kurki
Anh Ta (Assoc.)

—Letters to the editor should
not be more than 350 words.

“I’m going back home to visit my
family, relax and see my dog.”
—Emma Arnesen

“I’ll be spinning a lot of records
and chilling with my dogs.”
—Jordan Spalding

“Going to Florida with the tennis
team.”
—Ben Tomhave

Members of
the Associated
Collegiate
Press

the
LAWRENTIAN

So long, farewell, auf
Wiedersehen, adieu…
The incoming Editorial Board would like to extend its sincere
gratitude and bid farewell to The Lawrentian’s 2015-16 Editorial
Board. Thank you for all of your service; you will be missed.

THE

LAWRENTIAN

