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“Tante Dorrit”: Lawrence Mourns the Loss of
Professor Emerita Dorrit Friedlander
Posted on: November 15th, 2013 by Rick Peterson

Professor Emerita of German Dorrit Friedlander
One of Lawrence University’s most beloved teachers and, with 61
years, the longest-serving faculty member in the college’s history,
Professor Emeritus of German Dorrit Friedlander, died peacefully
Thursday evening, Nov. 14 at her Appleton home after a battle
with liver cancer. She was 88.
Friedlander joined the faculty in 1951 for what was supposed to be
a one-year appointment and never left. She taught both German
and Spanish for her first seven years before focusing solely on her
primary passion, German. Although she officially retired in 1993,
she continued to teach at least one course each year up through the
fall of 2012.
A dedicated but demanding teacher, Friedlander always held her

students to high standards, both in the mastery of good German as
well as the manners of good living and she insisted that civility and
kindness prevail. Known affectionately to generations of students
as “Tante Dorrit” or “Frau Friedlander,” she won the admiration
and affection of students through the personal interest she showed
each of them as well as the delicious cheesecakes she made.
Her teaching prowess was honored in 1980 when she was
recognized with Lawrence’s Excellent Teaching Award. In
presenting her the award, then President Richard Warch praised
Friedlander for her “commitment to teaching and devotion to the
university, qualities that make Lawrence a place of distinction.”
Friedlander’s love of teaching extended beyond the campus
borders as well. She was instrumental in establishing Lawrence’s
first foreign language study program in 1967, a venture in
Bönnigheim, Germany, and was a frequent and popular director of
the college’s study-abroad programs in Eningen and Munich,
Germany.

She proudly embraced the role of university matriarch in various
forms, overseeing faculty office assignments in Main Hall for
many years and making sure the receiving line at the annual yearopening reception for new faculty moved along at an acceptable
pace. Each fall, Friedlander organized the Main Hall holiday
collection, providing a year-end bonus for the building’s staff in
appreciation of their efforts throughout the year.
She also served as a “house mother,” first at Sage Cottage, a
former women’s dormitory (now the International House) and later
at Ormsby Hall. Long after the practice of house mothers ended,
Friedlander continued to regularly reserve a lunch table in
Lucinda’s for Ormsby students so she could stay connected. She

diligently supported her students outside of the classroom as well,
often attending their recitals, theatre performances and art
exhibitions.
During her life, Freidlander’s genuine affection for people helped
her cultivate a large and very diverse group of friends from around
the world and from all walks of life.
Born in 1925 in Berlin, Germany, Friedlander and her family fled
the Nazis in the late 1930s, catching one of the last boats leaving
Germany and winding up in Havana, Cuba as a young teenager.
She emigrated to the United States in 1940, resettling with her
family in Mississippi.
She attended the University of Cincinnati, where she earned a
bachelor’s degree in Romance Languages and a master’s degree in
German. She spent a year teaching German and Spanish at the
University of Oklahoma before coming to Lawrence.
Friedlander was a member of Delta Phi Alpha, a German honorary
society, the American Association of Teachers of German, the
Modern Languages Association, the Pan American Club and the
American Association of University Women.
She is survived by three nieces: Rabbi Ariel J Friedlander, London
UK; Michal S. Friedlander, Berlin, Germany; Noam I. A.
Friedlander, Los Angeles; a great niece, Orlia Friedlander Ben
Hur, Berlin, Germany; a sister-in-law, Evelyn Friedlander, London
UK; and cousins in Colorado, New York and Israel.
Services will be held Sunday, Nov. 17 at Brettschneider-TrettinNickel Funeral Chapel, 606 N. Oneida St., Appleton. Visitation at
10 a.m., service at 11 a.m. In lieu of flowers, she requested
memorial contributions be made to Lawrence’s Dorrit Friedlander
Scholarship Fund.

Lawrence will celebrate Friedlander’s remarkable life and spirit
with an on-campus memorial service at a day to be determined.	
  

