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Festival Showcases Student Film Projects
Posted on: May 24th, 2013 by Rick Peterson

The cinematic visions of 25 budding student filmmakers will be
showcased Tuesday, May 28 at 6:30 p.m. in the Warch Campus
Center cinema in the first Lawrence University Student Film
Festival. The film festival is free and open to the public.

A gambler experiences a positive new direction in his life after
experiencing a run of bad luck in the film “Luck.”
The festival will screen nearly 20 short films, most 3-9 minutes in
length. Among the films to be shown are “Luck,” a card-playing
gambler with a lucky charm who runs into some bad luck that
leads to a positive change; “The Roommate,” when a new student
at Lawrence meets his roommate, not everything goes smoothly,
but love conquers all, including hand wipes; “Shattered,” the
challenge of moving on after losing someone close that leaves your
life is shattered; and several films focusing on the art of dance.
The festival also will feature five documentaries produced for
Lawrence’s Civic Life Project. The focus of the Civic Life Project
films was determined after conversations last fall with community
leaders. Each addresses an issue confronting the Fox Valley.

The idea behind the Civic Life Project is to challenge students to
learn about our democracy, discover the community they live in
for four years and “find their voice” through the creation of a
documentary film.

The Civic Life Project films include:
• “Homeless Veterans of the Fox Valley,” an examination of the
challenges facing military veterans reacclimating to civilian life.
• “Walking Alone,” a look at homophobia and the consequences
teens suffer from the brunt of its isolation and rejection.
• “Rooted,” the Hmong community’s struggle between
assimilation and maintaining cultural identity.
• “Adelante,” the plight of undocumented teenage immigrants.
• “Muted,” uncovering victims of sex trafficking in Appleton.
All of the films were produced in Lawrence’s film studies program
under the direction of award-winning PBS filmmaker Catherine
Tatge, a 1972 Lawrence graduate who is serving as an artist-inresidence.	
  

