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Intro: Why this topic? It’s the centennial. Also, this is an era that is less well known in
popular US history and consequently less well known in our own institution’s history,
but a lot was going on and it’s interesting.



Timeline/Context

+ Summer 1914: war begins in Europe, U.S. declares neutrality
— Major Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary
— Major Allied Powers: Great Britain, France, Russia (until 1917)

* April, 1917: U.S. enters the war
— Selective Service Act of 1917 registered men aged 21-30
— Revised August 1918 for men aged 18-45

* November 11, 1918: Armistice signed, ending the war

— 4 million men had served in US Army, 800,000 in other branches.
360,000 casualties, 126,000 killed in action

— Total deaths: at least 9.4 million soldiers, millions of civilians
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This presentation will focus on the war’s effects at Lawrence, and not the war itself.
But here’s some basic context...This was famously called by H. G. Wells “the war that
will end war.” Instead of doing that, it introduced new technologies for mass
destruction — including chemical weapons and airborne bombing.
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“l have been thinking what we
are going to do because of the
very serious rise in prices...

Soups are always filling,
satisfying and inexpensive. Fill
them up with soups! Water is
cheap, the river still runs...Also
the old-fashioned oatmeal is still
cheap. Corn bread is
wholesome. A good many people
like it, and cornmeal has not
risen seriously.”

Pres. Samuel Plantz to Jessie King,
Ormsby Hall matron, November 23,
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1910s at Lawrence: Samuel Plantz had been president since 1894 (remained so until
death in 1924.) This was a period of growth for Lawrence in pretty much every way —
enrollment, endowment, physical campus — the war interrupted this. Plantz did a lot
more as president than a college president today would do — we can learn a lot about
what the war period was like at Lawrence by looking through his papers, reports and
letters.

For example: Rise in food prices. Plantz says “fill them up with soups!” (Nov 23, 1916)
Earlier in 1916, Plantz had bought “a carload of flour, several thousand pounds of
sugar, a carload of potatoes, and a large supply of coffee” that lasted the whole 1916-
1917 academic year.



The war situation is going to seriously affeot
naxt year's work. We have already felt its affeots.
Between 40 and 50 of our boys have either already en-
listed, gone into army Y.M.C.A. work, or entered upon
some form of service such as work in ship-yaris, or on

farms to assist production. We cannot get prediot ho

periously our attendan i1l be diminished next yasar,

but in all probability we shall have at least 35% less
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izing that there will be great saorifice of lifs among trustees,

e < - June 1917
our ¢oll ) ince t eing drawn on largely
or o oers, ambulanoe ospi Tk, iation
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Academic year 1917-1918: This is an excerpt from Plantz’s report to the trustees in
June 1917 — concerns about enrollment. In the same report, Plantz lists some of the
plans for the following year: Shortened the college year, October 1-May 30. No
intercollegiate athletics, replaced regular physical education with mandatory military
drill for men, social events diminished.



) have closed Peabody and Smith houses. Should we aleo
jose Brokaw Hall, if the men of the freshman clases fall
ow 80 or 70?7 The building must have at least 75 redi-
mts to meet its expenses. Shall we close some recitation
and require several teachers to use the same room,

| that all rooms used will be ocoupied each hour a

? Shall we close the library evenings thus saving

jht and heat? Shall we give up some departments of

istruction and consolidate some others, and shall we

President
ase the number of courses offered and reduce the Plantz annual
® of our teaching force? Shall we put in courses report to
d%ting students for war service, such courses as mili- trustees,
June 1918
8olence, food conservation, map drawing, military
aneering, red cross and first ald work, commissary
l__nnting, and conversational courses in French? ¢Shall
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This is the report from the following year. Having made it through 1917-1918, things
were now looking very dire. These are some of the measures Plantz proposed.



Enrollment, Winter 1917 — Fall 1919
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This shows enrollment from Winter 1917 (before the US entered the war) to Fall
1919. Students were already leaving before the declaration of war in April 1917. Not
just joining the army or navy — many students left to work in industry or farming, or
to serve with the YMCA. Enrollment was around 400-450 during 1917-1918.
Reminder: August 1918 is when the draft age was lowered to 18. The US government
recognized that this would decimate colleges and universities that were already
struggling. So they established the Student Army Training Corps. Enrollment in
October 1918: 400 SATC, 200 women, 30 civilian men.



Student Army Training Corps
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SATC Company A and B, as pictured in Arie/ 1920 é LAWRENCE

The military needed to train officers — using existing college facilities was efficient,
and it saved colleges from closing. Lawrence received $1.37/day for each student,
basically covering tuition, room and board. There were 400 students who enlisted in
this unit. This kept us afloat. More than 500 units nation-wide, coordinated by the
War Department — these institutions basically became army posts.
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From Donald Dyer Scrapbook, 1916-1921 é

Military personnel instructed the students in drill, discipline, and some other
subjects, while the college was required to teach them a course in Aims and Issues of
the War. Radically changed the operations of the college for at least those couple of
months. Opened late (in October), calendar changed from two semesters to three
quarters, Brokaw and Ormsby housed men in the unit, men marched from building to
building.



LAWRENCE IS ISOLATED UNIT SINCE QUARANTINE
FOR INFLUENZA GOES INTO EFFECT THIS WEEK

When the order went out from the of the college dormitories and none
college office Monday afternoon revok- have been announced since.
ing the clause of the quarantine con- Town students were concerned on
cerning the exclusion of the town stu- Sunday as to what would be the effect
dents, a general feeling of satisfaction of the quarantine on them. They could
went through college circles. Sunday not be in quarantine and remain in
morning, a general quarantine had been their homes. They were assured at the
placed on all the girls in the dormitor- time that they would be allowed to at-
ies because of the epidemic of Spanish tend classes on Monday at least, and
influenza which has been causing so final arrangements would be announced
many deaths in the state. later.
No measures had been taken by Law- Early Monday morning, Dr. Plantz
rence college toward closing the school posted notices to the effect that town
until the state-wide order for the dis- students would not be allowed to at-
continuance of all activities was sent tend classes until after the quarantine. Lawrentian,
out on Saturday. Because the classes Many of the town girls at once made
which the girls attend are also attend- arrangements to move into Russell October 24, 1918
ed by the members of the S. A. T. C,, it Sage with friends and be under quaran-
was thought best not to discontinue tine in order to attend their classes. By
recitations. noon on Monday, the eollege authori- y
i 2 r-si dents wh
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Adding to the general sense of disorder that term was the Spanish flu epidemic.
Infected over 100,000 Wisconsin residents and killed 8,459. In the middle of October,
the State Health Board advised all local boards of health to “immediately close all
schools, theaters, moving picture houses, other places of amusement and public
gatherings for an indefinite period of time.” Lawrence got around closure by
instituting a quarantine policy — students weren’t allowed to go off-campus, and
students who lived in town weren’t allowed to visit the dorms.
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Appleton Daily Post,
November 11, 1918
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So things were pretty chaotic for a few weeks, then the Armistice was signed. Signed
at 5AM Paris time to go into effect at 11AM — this was early morning here in the
states, so people woke up to this news, Monday morning. Classes were cancelled,
and the city held a huge parade in which everyone participated. After the armistice,
the War Department ordered that the SATC men be discharged in December —
causing a bit of a panic, facing potential loss of thousands of dollars. Lawrence
managed to keep some of the SATC men enrolled as students in the winter and

spring.
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WOMEN NOW TAKING
LAWRENCE GIRLS THE PLACE OF MEN,

FORMRED CROSS SAYS MISS COPP

EVERY STUDENT SHOULD DO HIS

UNIT OF THEIR OWN G

GOYERNMENT
MRS, J. H. FARLEY TO CONDUCT
CLASSES IN GAUZE WORK
THREE TIMES A WEEK “There was never a bigger oppor-
tunity for women with a broad social
Red Crosses Sewed on Service Flag vision to go into industrial work,”
To Designate Amount of Work said Miss Copp, member of the Wis-
Done by Members consin industrial commission, in cha-
pel Tuesday morning. Miss Copp had
Lawrence girls have organized a conferences with the girls all day
Red Cross unit of their own. Twice a Tuesday to advise and guide the girls
week in the Russel-Sage recreation who intend to do work among the in-
room from 6:30 to 7:30 Mrs. Farley dustrial plants during the summer.
will conduct classes in rolling gauze - - - -
for bandages. As the number of girls i q
who register for the week increases, Lawrentlan, Apnl 18’ 1918
the classes may be held three even- d
2 \"
Lawrentian, March 14, 1918 b’;,&;ﬁsﬁy

APPLETON, WISCONSIN

To back up, this talk has so far emphasized the service of men in war work, but
women on campus were also involved. Left headline: Red Cross work. Right: this
predates the famous Rosie the Riveter of WWII, but the same idea. Women were
needed to take up work in industry where men had left for war service.
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Couple of images from a scrapbook by a woman student during these years, Grace
Gates '20. Thrift stamps and liberty bonds — lots of pressure on everyone to buy these
to support the Allied cause.
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From Grace Gates Scrapbook, 1916-1920
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GTUDENTS ORGANIZE A LOYALTY
LEGION CHAPTER LAST TUESDAY

The Lawrence College chapter of
the Loyalty Legion was organized by
Judson G. Rosebush in chapel last
Tuesday morning. Mr. Rosebush is
the president of the state Loyalty Le-
gion.

The officers elected for the Law-

rence chapter are: President, C. Shoe- .

maker, vice-president, Helen Del-
bridge, secretary, Adolph Johnson and
treasurer, Myron Umbreight. The exe-
cutive committee of three members
will be chosen by the above named
officers,
Cards Given Out

After chapel cards were given to all
students who were asked to sign the
following pledge:

T hereby promise faithfully—

To encourage enlistment in the

iy and navy,

e UPhOld firmly  the selective
Talt law,
wd To protect the soldiers from abuse

;rl(ark of enemies at home.
3
ng sm:lufl in building up the fight-
&th of the whole nation.

To seek out and bring traitors to
punishment.

To hold slackers to public con-
tempt.

To assist the government in car-
rying out its food and health policies.

To oppose all efforts to obtain
undue profits at the expense of the
government and the public.

To teach and to practice a broad
vigorous American patriotism.

To stand boldly up for govern-
ment by the people for law, for liberty,
for justice, and for the square deal.

200 Chapters So Far

Thus far there are two hundred
chapters of the Loyalty League in
W i The hip is ap-
proximately fifty thousand, but it is
being steadily increased.

The most influential and perhaps
best work done by the league is the
distribution of literature. All the im-
portant presidential —messages and
news from Washington are being
printed and circulated.

Lawrentian,
March 21, 1918
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There was a pervasive hyper-patriotism during these years. This Lawrentian article
describes the formation of the Lawrence chapter of the Loyalty Legion. These are the
things that signers of the pledge promised to do. Their goal was to sign up every
student.



“LAWRENCE PROF. NOT |
PRO-GERMAN,” SAYS Anti-German

DR. SAMUEL PLANTZ Sentiment

LUDOLPH ARENS GIVES STATE-
MENT PROVING HIS AMER-

ICAN LOYALTY Enroliment in German
(BY DR. S. PLANTZ) language courses:
It has come to me repeatedly, and
especially of late, that one of the pro- = Fa" 191 6: 304
fessors of Lawrence College is pro-
German in his sympathies and not — Fall 1917: 158
loyal to the United States. I have felt

that not much attention needed to be — Fall 1918: 7
paid to such rumors in these times

of suspicion when a German name,

parentage, or former residence is suf-

ficient ground for a challenge and

where many are none too careful to

be sure of their facts.

Rumors Current Among Students

-Hltl)we\l'ler. since I have learned re- =
cently that these rumors are becom- [ iyl
ing current among the atndames ¥ Lawrentian, May 9, 1918 UNIVERSITY
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This patriotism also resulted in Anti-German sentiment. Enrollments in German
classes plummeted during these years. A German music professor, Ludolf Arens
(1914-1925), was accused of pro-Germanism, resulting in this letter by Plantz in the
Lawrentian. Plantz says that Arens had come to him when the war broke out to
explain his sentiments — a year later, he provided Plantz with a written statement in
case it was needed to refute charges. So this issue of the Lawrentian includes Arens’
written statement, which is very eloquent and poignant.

This kind of sentiment was widespread, especially in Wisconsin where there were a
large number of German-Americans, sometimes turned violent. Just a few weeks
before this letter was published, a German professor at Northland College in Ashland
had been tarred and feathered.
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Post War

N, (Ah! Dusty windowtep ==
)~/ Well hkfc to taKe youn NAME.
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They didn’t get over to fight the Germans, so they took it out on the germs.
Ariel 1920 :
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A bit about how the war was remembered/commemorated: The 1920 Ariel yearbook
(which documents the 1918-1919 school year) includes a bunch of little comics like
this one, poking fun at the fact that the SATC didn’t really get to do anything.



In Memoriam

@
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Ariel 1921 4
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The yearbook in the following year took a more reverent tone, with an extensive “roll
of honor” section profiling Lawrentians killed and those who served in the war. Plantz
wrote in intro to this yearbook (reflecting on 1919-1920 year): “One interesting
feature of this student body is the fact that nearly a hundred men have seen service
in the war, and know much of life’s experiences.” Privately, he was more explicit
about what he meant: more drinking, smoking, “a great spirit of restlessness and an
inclination to kick at everything.” “The morals of the service men were not improved
by the war and many earnest Christian boys came back with reverence for religious
things gone and their faith shaken.”
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Memorial Chapel, circa 1935 é

The Memorial Chapel was dedicated in December 1918. The Chapel was being
constructed throughout 1917-1918. It was dedicated in part to the memory of Helen
Naylor and Myra Goodwin Plantz, and also to the Lawrentians killed in the war.



Questions / Discussion
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